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Bistandskris 
i talibanernas land 
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Detgareriunderton 
av vrede och trots 
genom senaste 
numret av Afgha- 
nistan-Nytt, som 
utsants i 22000 exemplar 
som tack till alia som bidra- 
git med hjalp till jordbav- 
ningsoffren; vad hjalpen gick 
till redovisas i bild och text. 

Vi far lasa om de ameri- 
kanska raketattackema mot 
terroristen Usama bin Ladins 
baser och hur de utlandska 
hjalporganisationerna rea- 
gerade. Alia utlandsanstallda 
evakuerades och ingen kom 
till skada, trots flaggbran- 
ningar och demonstrationer 
mot de amerikanska och pa- 
kistanska regeringama och 
hot om hamndaktionen 

H5gst initierat skriver Ge- 
nevebaserade Edward Girar- 
det om ett mote 1989 med 
Usama bin Ladin, "en ung, ar- 
rogant saudier", bland ara- 
biska wahabbiter som for- 
skansat sig i bergen mellan 
Kabul och Pakistan. 'Tar jag 
se er igen ska jag doda er", sa- 
de Usama. "Det har ar vart ji- 
had, inte ert." Artikeln ar vik- 
tig for att forsta bakgrunden 
till terroristledarens och "de 
arabiska afghanernas" bety- 
delse och stallning och var- 
for de sa lange tolererades av 
USA och Pakistan. Girardets 
slutsats: "Afghanernahar ratt 
att losa sina problem sjalva. 
Varldssamfundet horde en- 
bart syssla med att ge landet 
en form av bistand som ar till 
nytta for folket, och inte un- 
derblasa den maktkamp som 
har har jat i landet anda sedan 
kriget brot ut 1978." 



De internationella hjalp- 
organisationerna holl just pa 
att forhandla om talibaner- 
nas dekret att flytta deras 
kontor till en olamplig bygg- 
nad i Kabul nar US A:s missil- 
attack kom som en blixt fran 
klar himmel, tatt foljd av 
valdsanmia demonstratio- 
ner ocksa mot hjalporganisa- 
tionerna sjalva och mot FN 
och mordet pa en italiensk 
FN-tjansteman. Nu ar det 
alltsa kris for hjalpen till Af- 
ghanistan, rapporterar An- 
ders Fange, pa grund av tali- 
banernas byrakrati och hat 
mot hjalporganisationer. 

Regimen st^ngde Svens- 
ka Afghanistankommittens 
kontor i Kabul den 23 juli som 
den sista av hjalporganisa- 
tionerna, dessutom tre klini- 
ker, och talibansk byrakrati 
har satt andra kappar i hjulet 
for fortsatt verksamhet. De 
oificiella argumenten mot de 

Utlandska hjalporganisatio- 
nerna gar ut pa att de utgor 
ett hinder for Kabuls islami- 
sering. Planeringsministern 
Qari Din tror att FN ska rad- 
da Kabuls befolkning och "Al- 
lah ar den storste givaren". 

Krisen ty cks begransad till 
Kabul, ty ute i provinserna 
pagar hjalparbetet ganska 
normalt. Annu ar det ingen 
politisk kris for bistandet 
som helhet. Talibanrorelsen 
ar heterogen och svar att be- 
doma, menar Fange. "Det ar 
yttert svart att forsoka gissa 
vad som pagar i huvudet pa 
manniskor som ar fast over- 
tygade om att de har tvmune 
med Gud." Forutom kam- 
gruppen vet man dock att det 



finns folk av mera moderat 
karaktar. 

Erfarenheten visar att 
talibanerna ute i provinserna 
ar mera pragmatiska och in- 
ser vad en stangning av bi- 
standsprojekten skulle inne- 
bara, socialt och politiskt. 
Vinner den pragmatiska lin- 
jen finns det storre mojighe- 
ter att acceptera kompromis- 
ser och en fortsattning. An sa 
lange kommer det svenska 
arbetet att fortsatta, d v s fort- 
satt stod till drygt 600 skolor 
och 200 vardcentraler samt 
ett jordbruksprogram; en 
verksamhet som kommer att 
krava omkring 80 miljoner 
kronor 1999. 

Svenska Afghanistankom- 
mittens grundlaggande prin- 
cip ar att bistandet riktar sig 
till det afghanska folket och 
inte till staten eller regering- 
en. "Vi maste fortsatt kunna 
na kvinnor och flickor och 
kontroUerakvaliteten, inrikt- 
ningen och tillforlitligheten i 
programmen. HittUls har 
detta gatt, trots talibanregi- 
men. Framdeles kan det bli 
svarare", skriver Peter Hjuk- 
strom. 

Afghanistankomittens 
ordforande Karin Ahrland 
tanker inte ge upp: "Mot- 
gangar ar till for att overvin- 
nas! Vi vet att byboma vill ha 
vart bistand. Vi ska inte lara 
dem vasterlandska seder, 
men vi kan bade respektera 
deras gamla traditioner och 
hjalpa dem till ett manskli- 
gare och vardigare liv. Det af- 
ghanska folket behover var 
hjalp manga ar framat. Vi far 
inte svika dem vi bistatt i 
snart 20 ar. Det ar battre att 
finnas pa plats och stalla upp 
och arbeta for ett gott syfte 
an att som passiv observator 
bara hoppas att andra loser 
problemen." 

SiGRiD Kahle 
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Bon for fred i Teherans moske 



Det sista Iran 
behover nu.ar ett 
krig, sager invanare 
i huvudstaden 
Teheran som SvD:s 
utsanda trafFat. 



Teheran, svd 
► En varm septembersol var- 
mer meloner, paron och gra- 
natapplenpa en marknad i cen- 
trala Teheran dSr ett myller av 
iranier kopslar med handlarna 
pa mandagseftermiddagen. 

Livet i huvudstaden gar sin 
stilla gang trots en fortsatt mi- 
litar uppladdning vid gransen 
till Afj^anistan. Iranier som 
SvD talar med upprepar dock 
oroligt samma sak: Vi vill inte 
ha ett krig till, inte ytterligare 
ett langdraget och blodigt krig 
som det fltotltak. 

Stamningen i tolvmiljon- 
staden Teheran ar varken lad- 
dad med kriskansla eller krigs- 
fSrberedelser. Gatoma var 
som vanligt igenproppade av 
kaotiska och osande bilkoer pa 
mifidagsmorgonen. vag 
fran flygplatsen till centrum 
langs Frihetsavenyn (dopt av 



ayatoUah Khomeiny efter is- 
lamska revolutioneH*§y7f >l8i^ 
klarar iranske arkitekten Nou- 
ri att "Iran konmier aldrig att 
attackera talibanerna". 

-Efter det atta ar langa kri- 
get mot Irak lovade Rafsanja- 
ni (forre presidenten) att det 
inte skulle hfeida igen. Det sis- 
ta Iran behover just nu ar en 
ny militar konflikt. Och vi vill 
inte slass, sager Nouri medan 
han tuggar intensivt p4 Hotty- 
wood-tuggummin han kopt 
under resan till Seattle. 

USA-besSk fS^s sp^nt 

Liknande forhoppningar om 
en fredlig losning pa krisen 
mellan Iran odi iaflban-kon- 
troUerade A%baiiistali moter 
runtom i Teheran. Manga fol- 
jer spant iranske presidenten 
Mohammad Khatamis besok i 
FN i New York dar han talade 
infor genieralfbrsamlingen 
igar. Reformvanlige Khatami 
ar den forsta iranska presi- 
denten att tala infor general- 
forsamlingen pa tolv ar. Infor 
forsamlade iraiisia afiigifet* 
ner i US A uppmanade Khata- 
mi i New York till bon som ett 
satt att undvika krig med tali- 
banerna som han fordomde 
som "kriminella fanatiker*'. 



FN:s generalsekreterare Kofi 
Aftftton kalladfe i*cM utrikes- 
ministrarna fran USA, Iran och 
Afghanistans grannlander till 
krismote pa mandagen for att 
disitetera har det h^nde kri- 
get mellan Iran och Afghani- 
stan kan hejdas. 

Vill ha mannen heimna 

Iranska tidningar ar fuUa med 
artiklar om krisen, men pa 
TacridhHmiteapiettiTeheran 
var miandagen som vilket dag 
som heist. 

Beslojadekvinnorplockade 
lugnt och kraset bland hogar 
med tomater, morotter och 
vindruvor. Efter att ha blivit 
tillrattavisad av polisen om att 
dolja haret battre under slojan 
moter jag 27-ariga Farzaneh 
inne i Salahe-mosken. Hon 
slange;r sin Chanel-vaska pa 
den tjocka persiska mattan, 
satter sig med benen i kors 
bland 50-talet bedjande kvin- 
nor och sager med Koranen i 
hande;n "jag ber for fred och 
for ati: min man ska slippa aka 
till gransen". 

Said, som staplar iranska 
mattor i sin butik, sager dock 
irriterat att "vi maste visa 
krtftftiil&t vid gransen, tali- 
banerna ar riktiga ptlniiigar 



som inte far slappas fria i re- 
gionen". Det ar inte ett krig mot 
talft»nema som iSn '&^ar 
mest, utan den regionala kris 
som vantar om talibanerna far 
stod av lander som Pakistan 
och Saudiarabien. 

I en doftande kryddbod star 
Noosha Faizy och valjer mel- 
kn plastsackar med oregano 
och timjan. Med oro i blicken 
sager hon "vi ar mycket ner- 
vosa for att situationen ska 
urarta om endera sWan gir till 
attack". 

-Flera man jag pratat med 
sager att de vill aka till fronten 
och slass. De avskyr talibaner- 
na och kanner intensivt hat 
efter morden pa de elva iran- 
ska diplomatema. Morden ar 
fruktansvarda, och det ar svart 
att m^tivera aterhallsamhet, 
sager Noosha Faizy allvarligt 
medanhon ignorerar dottems 
fragorlom vad hon sager till 
den uQaniiingen, 



GUNILLA 

VON Hall 

SvD:S UTSANDA 




Saudiarabien kallar hemsv^j^^ 
diplomater fran Afghanii^n ^ 

Dubai: Saudiarabien har kallat hem sina fran Afghanistan 
och bett de afghanska diplomater som fmns i Saudiarabien 
att resa hem. Det meddelade det saudiska hovet via den sau- 
diska statstelevisionen pa tisdagen;Den enda forklaring te- 
ievisionen gav var "nationella intressen". 

Saudiarabien, Pakistan och Forenade Arabenuraten ar de 
enda linder som har erkant talibanernas regim som kon- 
trollerar storre delen av Afghanistan. 

Hemkallandena tros ha samband med att talibanerna latit 
den saudiskfddde Usama bin Ladin verka i Afghanistan, bin 
Ladm misstankts ligga bakom bombattackerna mot USA-s 
ambassader i Kenya och Tanzania. Han ar ilia sedd av regi- 
men 1 Saudiarabien och har berovats sitt medborgarskap. USA 
- alherad med Saudiarabien - har forklarat att bin Ladin ar 
fiendennuminer ett ikriget mot terrorism, tt-reuters 



Nya robotanfall mot Kabul 

Kabul: Sju civila dodades och 26 skadades vid tva nya ro- 
bolattactisi: mot Afghanistans huvudstad Kabul pa manda- 
g;en, rapporterade den afghanska talibanmiUsens radio. Pen 
forsta roboten orsakade inga skador, men den andra slog ner 
i bostadsomradet Khair Khana i norra delen av staden. 

Raddningsarbetare gravde frenttiskt i ruinerna av de fern 
hus som forstordes vid robotnedslaget medan morkret lade 
sig over Kabul. De fiesta av offren var kvinnor och flickor 
som arbetade i en vavstuga i ett av de drabbade husen 

MlAdagen var andra dagen i foljd som Kabul utsattes for 
robotangrepp. I sondags dodades 66 personer och 215 ska- 
dades i det varsta raketanfallet pa tva ar mot den afghanska 
huvudstaden. 

Den talibanska ledningen anklagade oppositionsstyrkor- 
na under ledning av den forre forsvarsministern Ahmed^jh 
I^assoud for attackerna. Hans styrkor star ca 25 kilometer 
norr om Kabul och kan ni mSl i Kabul med sina tunga vapen. 
Foretridare fBr oiqjoMtlonsaliraMsen tillbakavisade pa man- 
dagen alia anklagelser och havdade att man bara skjuter mot 
militara mil, mte civila bostadsomraden eller marknads- 
platser. tt-afp S^O ^1^1/ 9 - 9g 




Talibanskt flyg Dfj 
mot rebellema 

AFGHANISTAN. Haftiga stri- 
der p^gick s6ndagen norr 
om Afghanistans huvudstad 
Kabul. Samtidigt kunde obe- 
roende kallor bekrafta att 
talibanskt stridsflyg genom- 
fbrt en mangd flygrSder mot 
rebellstyrkor. Enligt valin- 
formerade kallor rasade 
strider i ett omr^de cirka 
tic mil norr om Kabul. Kal- 
lorna sade att striderna bar 
kravt offer men namnde 
ingenting om antalet doda 
eller skadadel"2.)(0 TT-Reuters 

-^8 



Landforluster p>> 

tillbakavisas///^^?^ 

AFGHANISTAN. Afghanska 
oppositionsstyrkor uppgav 
pa lordagen att de vunnit 
terrang i strider med den ta- 
libanska islamiska milisen i 
norra Afghanistan. 

Oppositionsstyrkorna ar 
lojala mot Ahmed Shah Ma- 
sood, militar chef for den 
bortdrivna regeringen. En- 
ligt oppositionskallor slogs 
styrkorna med talibanerna 
efter att pa fredagen ha tagit 
en flygplats och angransan- 
de byar i provinsen Takhar 
vid gransen mot Tadzjikis- 
tan. Talibanerna tillbakavi- 
sade belt oppositionens upp- 
gifter om landforluster. 

Fran Pakistan kom uppgif- 
ter om att talibanerna har 
oppnat en offensiv mot Ma- 
soods styrkor i provinserna 
Parwan och Baghlan. Ingen 
av versionerna var bekraf- 
tad pa lordagen. TT-Reuters 



Talibaner anklagas 
for anfall mot Iran 

Teheran/Zslamabad: Styrkor ur den islamiska taliban- 
milisen i Afghanistan anfoll pa torsdagen en iransk grans- 
postering men tvingades senare till retratt efter stora for- 
luster, uppgav den iranska nyhetsbyran Irna. Striderna, som 
ska ha varat i tre timmar, agde rum vid Torbat-e-Jam. Den 
iranske befalhavaren for revolutionsgardisterna i omradet, 
overste AzizoUah Jaafari, uppgav att talibanerna angripit med 
granatkastare och kulsprutor. Den iranska motelden ska ha 
forstort tre talibanska posteringar. Jaafari sade senare att laget 
var lugnt men att de iranska styrkorna lag i beredskap i han- 
delse av nya talibanska gransprovokationer. 

Talibanernas talesman Wakeel Ahmad havdade sade att 
iranskt artilleri sedan i tisdags beskjutit gransomradet utan 
att talibanerna besvarat elden. Han avfardade de iranska upp- 
gifterna som ren propaganda och bjod in FN-observatorer 
att kontrollera uppgifterna om iransk artilleribeskjutning. 

Talibanernas talesman sade att bans rorelse sokte en ffir- 
handlingslosning pa konflikten med Iran, som samlat stora 
styrkor vid den afghanska gransen for att hamnas morden pa 
nio iranska diplomater i norra Afghanistan i augusti. tt-dpa 



FN garanteras^) xj 

sakerhetz^/>f(5^^^ 

AFGHANISTAN. FN och fore- 

tradare for talibanregering- 
en i Afghanistan skrev pa 
fredagen unripr 

"bin Ladin far miljonbidrag'it<i> 

Washington: Saudiern Usama bin Ladin, anklagad for ter- 
rorism riktad mot USA, far miljoner i bidrag fran medlem- 
mar av Saudiarabiens kungafamilj, rapporterar en ameri- 
kansk tidskrift. Enligt amerikanska imderrattelsekallor, som 
citeras av tidskriften US News and World Report, far bin La- 
din troligen pengama fran hamndlystna slaktingar till kung 
Fahd och dennes proamerikanska regim. 

Bin Ladin har svurit att stprta kimg Fahd. 

Tidskriften skriver i det niunmer som kommer ut 12 okto- 
ber att bin Ladin nu har gjort av med sin egen enorma for- 
mogenhet. Den tros en ging ha uppgatt till 2,5 miljarder kro- 
nen Nu pistas han vara beroende av donationer fran an- 
hangare for att finansiera sina operationer. TT-AFP/lf[^(^--p^ 



Talibaner frigav iranier 

IRAN. Fem iranier som h^llits f^ngna av talibanerna i 
Afghanistan frigavs p^ fredagen. De fem har redan fatt 
4ka hem till Iran, rapporterade iransk statstelevision. 
De fem var handelsman som suttit f^ngna i 15 m^na- 
der. Frigivningen var ett resultat av p^tryckningar 
frdn bland andra Irans ambassador i Saudiarabien 
enligt iransk tv. p/j ((j(ld TT-Reuters 



"n-e avrattadet^jJ 
i Afghanistan 

AFGHANISTAN. Talibanerna i 
Afghanistan har avrattat tre 
av sina egna soldater for 
overgrepp mot civila i sta- 
den Mazar-i-Sharif som in- 
togs i augusti. 

De hangdes offentligt ef- 
tersom de "vanhedrat tali- 
banernas namn", rapporte- 
rar Shariatradion. 

Soldaterna brot sig in i 
privathem under forevand- 
ningen att de letade efter fi- 
endesoldater och kravde se- 
dan pengar samt begick 
overgrepp som "krankte 
vardigheten", vilket troli- 
gen bet3.'der att de begick 
valdtakter. 

- De domdes till doden 
och hangdes offentligt for 
att vara ett varnande exem- 
pel och for att rensa taliba- 
nerna fran korrumperade 
element, hette det i den offi- 
ciella Shariatradion. 

Ingenting namndes om de 
vitt spridda anklagelserna 
mot talibanerna for massa- 
krer vid intagandet av Ma- 
zar-i-Sharif och i synnerhet 
morden dar pa atta iranska 
diplomater. ^jlo -<3^TT-AFP 



Frivilliga 
afghaner 
till grgnsen 

Frin TT-AFP ^^^9 —92 

KABUL. Talibanledarna i Af- 
ghanistan har sant 4 000 fri- 
villiga till gransen i vaster, 
dar Iran bygger upp en stor 
militar styrka, rapportera- 
de Shariat-radion pi sonda- 
gen. 

De kommer fran Farah- 
provinsen 1 sydvast, hette 
det i den officiella talibanra- 
dion. 

Drygt 200 000 iranska sol- 
dater st4r i Iran vid gransen 
mot Afghanistan i en upp- 
blossande fientlighet som 
fick naring av mordet i Af- 
ghanistan §tta iranska di- 
plomater och en journalist 
for sex veckor sedanl / 



Ta I i ba ner - ya rna r^lra n ^ J||i' ||^ 

AFGHANISIAN. De r^liosS^t^ 
Stan anklagade p^ fedageh iranska stridsflygpl^^ 
att ha krankt landets ,luft^tTO.och.,varnade^^^^ 
strofala foljder" oni ta-arilaiingim'i fortsStter. AhM^ 
gelsen frainfordes av taUbanernas Paki- 
stan Maulvi Said-ur-Rehman Haqqani. Det fanris ingen 
omedelbar kommentar frfin Iran. p/J ^/ ( 0 g AP 
'■ > ' ■ - -.-.A--^^-— — - - 
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Krav pa utredning av^^^ 
massakrer i Afghanistan 



FN bor snarast utreda blodiga 
massakrer p4 civila i norra 
A^hanistan vHIca de styrande 
talibanerna anklagas for, anser 
m&nniskorattsorganisationen 
Human Rights Watch. 

Massakrema ar bland de mest 
fruktansvarda grymheter som 
begatts under det langa inbordes- 
kriget i landet, enligt gruppen. 
Ogonvittnen som lyckats fly till 
grannlandet Pakistan bar berat- 
tat om bur de talibanska solda- 
tema skjutit pa allt som rort sig, 
sager Human Rights Watch. 
Soldatema gick fran bus till 



bus och slapade ut hazarer, en 
etnisk minoritet som ar shiamus- 
limer, och skot ned dem. Hund- 
ratals unga man greps ocksa och 
packades in i jamvagsvagnar, 
enligt overlevande. 

- 1 ett mycket brutalt krig ar 
detta en sarskilt brutal handelse. 
Vi talar om systematisk avratt- 
ning av kanske 2 000 civilperso- 
ner. till stor del pa grund av 
deras etniska och religiosa identi- 
tet, sager Patricia Grossman pa 
Human Rights Watchs asiatiska 
avdelning. 

Afghanistans andlige ledare, 
mulla Mohammed Omar, bar 



tidigare begart att FN ska qtreda 
en pastadd massaker 1997, da 
uzbekiska soldater fran opposi- 
tionen ska ha mordat minst 
2 000 talibansoldater. Human 
Rights Watch anser att talibaner- 
nas massaker var en hamnd for 
de morden och uppmanar FN att 
utreda ocksa dem. 

En fiillstandig utredning av 
sanningen kring handelsema ar 
forsta steget mot att stalla nagon 
till svars, sager gruppen. Det kan 
ocksa bidra till att bryta den 
onda cirkeln med vedergallnings- 
attacker, hoppas Human Rights 
Watch. (AP) 



Afghaner maste lamna Iran 

resetillstand 1 Mashad 1 Khorasan-provinsen som gransar tSl 
Afghanistan. Beskedet kom samtidigt som den amSanska 

I.A ^^J^PPO^ tahbanernas massaker i den afehan^k^ 
staden Mazar-i-Sharif i augusti. Organisationen Ser^S^^^^^ 
mmst 2 000 civila mistelivet. Tripp^v/rS 't^ 



A^hanijrtan;^ 

F^ngutvaxling. Den hars- 
kande talibanrorelsen i 
Afghanistan och dess 
motst^ndare i norr var 
pa torsdagen i fard med 
att genomfora en utvax- 
ling av fdngar, som blir 
den mest omfattande 
hittills. Under en veckas 
vapenvila ska vardera 
sidan slappa tusen 
krigsflngar, i grupper 
om 150 per dag. 
OkJ TT-Reuters, Kabul 



FN garanteras^Dxj 
sakerhetz^]^^} 

AFGHANISTAN. FN och fore- 
tradare for talibanregering- 
en i Afghanistan skrev pa 
fredagen under en overens- 
kommelse som ska ge an- 
stallda i bistandsorganisatio- 
ner som verkar i Afghani- 
stan battre sakerhet. FN:s bi- 
standspersonal ska darmed 
kunna ^tervanda till landet. 

Avtalet foregicks av fyra 
dagar av fbrhandlingar i 
grannlandet Pakistan. TT-AFP 



Talibaner pSstar sig 

AFGHAWSttN D^YtySnde teii. 
banmilisen i Afghanistan sa i gir 
att man fiinnit massgravar med 
hundratals talibansoldater som 
dodats fbrra aret i den norra 
delen av landet. 

Informations- och kulturmi- 
nister mullah Amir Khan Mutaqi 
sa till den Pakistanbaserade 
nyhetsbyrto AIP att gravama 
upptackts i Dash^^Ha^itan-om- 
radet. norr om staden Mazar-e- 
Sharif och nara gransen till 
Uzbekistan. (TT-Reuters) 



Talibaner lovar slappa fangar 

Kandahar; Afghanistans styrande talibanmilis lovade pa 
onsdagen att slappa alia iranska fangar sedan FN:s ansvari- 
ge for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, lovat att Iran i sin tur 
slapper alia afghanska fangar. Overenskonunelsen uppnad- 
des vid ett drygt fyra timmar langt mote mellan Brahimi och 
den framste ledaren for talibanerna, mulla Mohammad Omar. 
Det uppgav den talibanske talesmannen Abdul Hae Mutmaen. 

Mutmaen tillade att talibanerna ocksa gatt med pa att "inom 
kort" traffa iranska representanter ansikte mot ansikte i den 
saudiska huvudstaden Jidda for att forsoka normalisera de 
bilaterala forbindelserna mellan grannlandema. tt-afp 

{51(0 ^<^g 

Talibaner oppnar fjarde front 

AFGHANISTAN. Talibanska kallor vid fronten sade 
mjndagen att talibanmilisen nu bar inlett sin host 
offensiv med h^rda strider pd tre fronted Ilhanist^^^^^^ 

da^r^tfa ™^ ^"^^^^ 

""'^'^ nord5s?oJ.ti 

I sondags rapporterades om haftiga sammandrabb- 
mngar norr om Kabul sedan talibanerna inlelS stor- 
offensiv mo oppositionsstyrkor lojala mot den mrre 
forsvarsmmistern Ahmed Shah Massoud. Oberoende 
kaUor bekraftade att talibanskt stridsflyg hade genom 
Wrn„ ^^^t^^^'^^'- Massoud och hans fdrSand 

"o^'lel av Afghanistan, ett 
som s racker sig Mn traktema norr om hu 

stSfr'n'i ^r^^^ nordostligaste delar. Deras mo" 
stand ar det sista kvarvarande hindret for talibanernas 
vilja att fa total kontroll over landet.W I3)1(>^.afp 



Hjalpflyg till Kabul Stalls in ; 

Kabul: Internationella rodakorskommitten stallde pa man-i 
dagen in sina flygturer till Afghanistans huvudstad Kabul pa 
grund av oppositionskoalitionens raketattacker mot flyg-1 
platsen. Enligt en talesman kommer fornodenheter i stallet 
att flygas till staden Jalalabad i oster och transporteras land- 
vagen till Kabul. 

Oppositionen som leds av forsvarsministern i den forra 
regeringen, Ahmed Shah Massoud, uppgav pa mandagen att 
man slagit tillbaka en attack av de styrande talibanerna i 
provinsen Baghlan i norr. apS\JI> 
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lever farligt 



utgor en tung belastning for Afghanistan 



• Den saudiske mSngmiljonaren 
Osama bin Laden, 42, som ankla- 
gas for att vara den interaationel- 
la terrorismens bank^t^cv^h bans 
arabiska mujahediner lever far- 
ligt i Afghanistan aven om de Si 
hedersgaster hos 6» iU^dcaide ta- 
libanerna. 

Risken for utlSmning tiU USA 
ar obefintlig. Men olika kSIlor i 
Peshawar varnar fftr risken av ett 
blodigt drama. 

- Talibanema ar primitiva och 
hansynsldsa men de fdrddmer all 
teirorism och bar dSilita' tagit 
mycket ilia vid sig av bin La^ens 
krigsfSrklaring mot supermakten 
och bombdSden i Nairobi och 
Dar es Salam, sager Afrasiab 
Khattak, ktod kmms^tatai, tiU 
AN. 

Kyktcna gSr: Olika tidningar 
har de senaste dagama rapporte- 
rat att overste Khadaffi kommer 
att ge bin h&dqa en fristad i Uby- 
en, att him^nrsMimpen, att 
ban satts i husarrest och att en 
saudiarabisk agent avrattats i 
Kandahar for inblandning i en 
konspiration att morda honom. 
En annan uppgift havdar att 
pengarna pi bans huvud - 15 mil- 
joner kronor - fStt honom att 
^terv^nda lUl.^a gamla baser i 
ba>g«ai hSnh rJto^bad. 

Avskydda 

En sak ar saker. Afghaner i ge- 
men avskyr de arabiska krigama 
och visade det inte minst under 
befrielsekriget mot Sovjets roda 
armd. 

Bin Laden tycks ocks& vara 
"odcadliggjord" och oformdgen 
att a|^# laaee has 4tnjuter ta- 
libanfefaas^sA^iBeras leda- 
re. Mullah O&Hff. 40, har gjort 
mrt att haii tiDfiter nUgon att 
bUda "en stat i staten" och erbjOd 
sig i samtal med FN-medlaren 
Lakhdar Brahimi att stalla bin 
Laden infdr rStta om man finner 
bevis for bans medverkan i terro- 
ristd&d i Saudiarabien och AMka. 

SteMlkWB iime^&mtss av att 
t^banema Si mycket io^d^a 
6tn intemationellt erkSnnande 
f6r att kimna ta fiver den stol i FN 
som den stortade Rabbani-regi- 
men fortfarande innehar. Bara tre 
nationer har ambassad i Kabul 
och av dem har Saudiarabien re- 
dan kallat hem sina dipiomater 
som protest mot att U)f^im0^^ 
en fristad it bin Laden. 

TiragbelasiiAig 

Alia grannltoderiaa utom Pakis- 
tan stir enade mot dem. 

Bin Laden ar en tung belast- 
ning for varldens fattigaste och 
mest kiigsforodda land och den 
hjaltedyrkan som man moter i Pa- 
kistan ar till storsta delen "Made 
in Pentagon". Bombningen av 
hans l^ger s&gs som en attack mot 
islam och piskade upp latenta an- 
ti-amerikanska stSmningar. 

Men mycket tyder pi att han in- 
te ens S.T herre i sitt eget bus. 

RahimuUah Yusufeai, joiuiia- 
list pi "The News" i Peshawar, ar 
en av de fi utomstiende som har 
regelbunden kontakt med taliba- 
nemas ledning och "arabema".' 




Osaim Mn Laden, utpekaa som den Intematkmella tenorismens bankir, lever hMgt I Afganlatm, 
<iMi<i^hanirdeliinkmdetaHbanenuuhedeneSst mwReuters 



AN i Pakistan 



▼ Det hdr 9r del tre I AN:s artlklar 
fr&n tragedlns och sdnderfallets 
grdnstrakter mellan . Pakistan,, 
och Afghanistan. AN:s Asiervex-' 

<'pert Bo Gunnarsson har t>esdlct 
omrddet o<A»'^kriver en serie re- 
portage' om'%hdnandena. Tidi- 
gare reportage' pUbllcerades 20, ' 

'21och25oM6bef. 

Han ar Svertygad om att dr Ay- 
man al 2^wahiri, ledare f6r egyp- 
tiska "Islaniic Jihad" och ofiiciellt 
sekreterare it bin Laden, ar den 
som bestSmmer och som planera- 
de ambassadbombningama i Nai- 
robi och Dar es Salam. 

- Han har radikaliserat bin La- 
den som tidigare bl a motsatte sig 
dfidandet av civila amerikaner 
men nu manar till urskillniligii^^ 
vild, sSger han till AN. 

Tidigare brukade Zawahiri 
ringa honom per satellittelefon 
fdr Att Visa upp pressuttalanden 
ihen'det upphdrde han medefter 



ett samtal pi kvallen den 20 au- 
gusti. En halvtimma senare bra- 
kade 70 Tomahawk-missiler ned i 
terroristlagret och oron for ameri- 
kansk spiming och avlyssning har 
tystat "arabema". 

Amrar Sadats mdidare 

Det finns drygt 400 arabiska kri- 
gare i bin Ladens sold. HSr finns 
bl a tvi s6ner till blinde Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman som av- 
tjdnar livstids fangelse i USA for 
bombningen av World Trade 
Center i New York och en son 
till president Anwar Sadats m6r- 
dare plus rader av folk scmtftr in- 
temationellt eftedystail^ ter- 
rorister. 

Minga av dem tjanar som ))v- 
vakter it bin Laden som stSndigt 
har drygt 30 man runt sig: Vanliga 
afghaner hatar deras radikaUsm 
och imder kriget mot ROda ar- 
m6n dddade mujahedin itskilliga 
som s6kt sprida sin egen form av 
strikt islam, wahabismen. 
' - Vi sig arabema som mediok- 
ra krigare, btirattar Abdul Qa- 



deer, en f d mujahedin. Vi ville 
befria virt land medan de ville bli 
martyrer eller skaffa stridserfa- 
renhet for att starta heliga krig i si- 
na egna lander. 

Det var som om vi utkampade 
tvi skilda krig. De f drsdkte f i oss 
att leva rrat, lito sk^et ^^a, 
ingen rit^ming, och 
mycket annat som sf red mot vira 
vanor. De sig ned pi oss och 
minga av oss sig rott nar de gav 
sina rid om hur vi skulle bli batt- 
re krigare eller sokte omvanda 
oss. 

Talibanemas strikta islam gir 
bSttre ihop med wahabismen, 
men tolkningen av 
koranen gir andi i 
sar. Det ar en or- 
sak till att bin La- 
den och hans folk 
lever avskilt frin 
samhillet. 

Talibanema 
klarar nog bast att 
ta hand om "ara- 
bema", sSger Ra- 
himuUah Yusu^i. 




Bo 

Gunnarsson 
Pakistan 



Fern skadade^ 
i attack mot Kabul 

AFGHANISTAN. Minst fern 
pe;:soner skadades nar ett 
tjugotal raketer lordagen 
slog ned i Afghanistans hu- 
vudstad Kabul. 
Enligt ogonvittnen traffa- 
flygplatsen och ett bo- 
stadsomr^de intill av rake- 
terna frkn oppositionsalli- 
ansens stallningar norr om 
Kabul. 

Flygplatsen, som ar bade 
ciyil och militar, sparrades 
avi-efter attacken och det 
var inte kant hur stora ska- 
dorna var. De skadade per- 
soijerna befann sig i bo- 
stadsomradet, TT-dpa, Kabul 



Talibanska bomber 

sags ^'^^^^UpM^ 

dvila afghaiier hai: dodats under 
talibanmilisens offensiv i provin- 
sen Takhar i den nordostra delen 
av landet, havdar den afghanska 
oppositionen. Sjuttio dvila ska 
ha dodats och mer an loo ska- 
dats nar talibanemas flyg bom- 
bade bostadsomraden i staden 
Taloqan i onsdags. (TT-AFP) 



Usama bin Ladin^ 
atalades i USA^/r 

USA. Den saudiske terroristen Usama bin Ladin och en 
av hans medarbetare Atalades p^ onsdagen i USA for 
sprangd^den mot tv^ amerikanska ambassader i Ost- 
afrika. bin Ladin och hans militare befalhavare Mu- 
hammad Atef kan b^da knytas direkt till attentaten 
den 7 augusti i kenyanska Nairobi och tanzaniska Dar 
es Salaam, enligt den federala ^klagaren. 

I attentaten dodades 224 manniskor och over 5 500 
skadades. 

bin Ladin och hans narmaste man, Mamdouh Mah- 
mud Sahm, atalades i juni i en distriktsdomstol i New 

A planerat attentat mot amerikanska 

medborgare i en internationell sammansvarjning Det- 
ta atal var en foljd av misstankarna att bin Ladin 
bakom sprangdadet mot en amerikansk militarforlage 
nmg 1 Saudiarabien 1996, da 19 personer dodades. 

AP, New York 



Afghanistans 

fc^^ TT-REUTERS 

►Tahbanrorelsen som styr 
merparten av Afghanistan, de- 
klarerade pa fredagen att den 
fran och med nu betraktar sau- 
diern Usama bin Ladin som 
oskyldig, trots att han ar miss- 
tankt for att ligga bakom 



taHbaner frk 

bombdaden mot USA-ambas- 
saderna i Tanzania och Kenya 
som kravde hundratals dods- 
offer. 

Efter ambassaddaden fore- 
tog USA bestraffningsrader 
bl a mot Afghanistan, dar ame- 
rikanerna bombade vad som 



troddes vara traningslager for 
terrorister. 

I sitt uttalande sade taliban- 
regeringen att den kommer att 
uppfatta det som en attack mot 
afghanema om anklagelsema 
mot bin Ladin fortsatter. 



Harda strider i Afghanistan^ 

Kabul: Haftiga strider mellan talibanmilisen och styrkor 

trognakommendantenAhmedShahMass^^^ 

dagen langs tva fronter i Afghanistan. Bada sidor gjorde Z- 

sprak pa segrar i den norra provinsen Baghlan, samt digt som 

Massoud startade en andra offensiv i Nejrab, 85 kilom^S 

nordost om huvudstaden Kabul. :> ^lumeier 

h Jri^^f"^^"^ ^^^^ ^^^^ Massoudtrogna soldater 
hade dodats, medan en medhjalpare till Massoud uppgav att 
"massor av milisman" hade mist livet. Under natten till man 
dagenbevKabi^ 

ned. Det fanns mga rapporter om skadade. tt-afp 

6uD /7/fi-S8 



Afghanistan 



Religiosa razzij^r 

i Afghanistanisyf|.9<8^ 

AFGHANISTAN. Afghanistans 
religiosa polls har de senas- 
tedagarna genomfbrt omfat- 
tande razzior i landet for att 
se till att de religiosa lagar- 
na efterlevs. Man som rakat 
sig misshandlades. Pollsen 
krossade ocks^ sprit- och 
vinflaskor och stack video- 
bandspelare i brand. 

Talibanerna styr 90 pro- 
cent av Afghanistan. Deras 
stranga tolkning av islam 
innebar att musik och vide- 
or ar forbjudna liksom all 
alkoholfortaring. Man m^s- 
te bara skagg medan kvin- 
nor ar bannlysta frto ar- 
betsplatser och skolor. 
Kvinnor m^ste bara ett hel- 
tackande plagg. AP, Islamabad 



Offensiv. Den styrande 
talibanmilisen har star- 
tat en storre offensiv 
med siktet inriktat p^ 
att kasta ut oppositions- 
styrkor frdn staden Talo- 
qan i norr, rapporterade 
nyhetsbyr^n Afghan Is- 
lamic Press (AIP) p^ Pa/ 
onsdagen. /2/^/ -Jj^-DPA 

Indien ^ 



Afghanistan varsta 
fortryckarlandet 

USA. Afghanistan toppar 
USA:s lista over varldens 
varsta fortryckarlander. 

Det sade USA:s bitradan- 
de FN-ambassador Peter 
Burleigh infor ett FN-ut- 
skott pa mandagen. 

Det ar framst massgripan- 
den och avrattningar, vald- 
takt och andra overgrepp pa 
kvinnor, religios forfoljelse, 
mord pa manniskor frkn 
den shiamuslimska minori- 
teten och pa iranska diplo- 
mater i staden Mazard-Sha- 
rif i norra Afghanistan som 
uppror USA, sade han. 

- Kvinnor och flickor ut- 
gor inte Afghanistans tysta 
majoritet, utan Afghani- 
stans tystade majoritet, 
framhoU Burleigh. 

- Varlden kommer aldrig 
att acceptera en regering 
som fornekar kvinnor deras 
manskliga rattigheter, och 
tiUgang tiU utbildning, hal- 
sovard och arbete, tillade 
han. jyj ///f I ^<^g AP 



Miljonbeloning pa bin Ladin 

Hew York: Den teiroristmisstankte saudiske mangmUio- 
naren Osama bin Ladin och hans medhjalpare Atalades pa 
onsdagen 1 New York for sprangattentatet mot USA:s am- 
bassader i Kenya och Tanzania 7 augusti. Det tillkannagav 
aklagare Mary Jo White. ^ 
En mternationeU efterlysning har skickats ut mot den 
mycket militanta islamisten Ladin. Samtidigt lovar USA en 

beloningpSnarmare4omiljonerkronorforinformationsom 
leder till bm Ladms gripande. Daden kravde 224 dodsofifer 
och tusentals skadades i de ostafrikanska staterna. tt-afp 




t^ars sag iordbavningens folider 

Han deltog i katastrofarbetet efter det kraftiga skalvet i Afghanistan i vliras 



MARIESTAD 

Den 30 mig i ar, klockan 10.55, drabbades nordds- 
tra Afghanistan av en mycket kraftig jordbavning. 
Skalvet var det varsta i modern tid och nadde 7,1 pa 
Richterskalan. 4 700 personer dodades och i 60 byar 
forstdrdes halftcii av husen. 

- Skalven fortsatte, fast i betydligt mindre omfatt- 
ning, dagligen under hela juni, berattar Lars Grahn- 
strom som i juiui'liOK iM dttf«i^gangliga bergsom* 
radet som J^RiMldareJlir#mMi3^^%h^^ 
mitten. 




Lars Grahnstrom och Ingrid 
Andersson, bfida sjukskdter- 
skor, reste for Svenska Afgha- 
nistankonmiittens rakning 
omgliende ner till katastrof- 
omr&det. Deras uppgift var 
att delta i det akuta kata- 
strofarbetet och planera och 
stafta Uteruppbyggnaden av 
omrddet. Lzirs Grahnstrom 
har sedan 1985 arbetat i Af- 
ghanistan och Sr bland de 
svenskar som bar storst erfa- 
renhet av landet. Han har va- 
rit i Afghanistan i samman- 
lagt fyra kr och talar flytande 
persiska som ar ett av de tv& 
sprdken som anvands. 

tfnder mSndagen var haa 
inbjuden av Marie stads for- 
samlingskar for att beratta 
om arbetet i Afghanistan. 

Sverige ar idag, vid sidan 
av £U, den storsta bistands- 

- Har i en dal lag byn Dash- 
taq som vid jorb&vningen i 
det ndrmaste forsvann pa 
grand av jordskred fran bada 
sidor av berget. Bam tva av 
de 1 500 begravda mannis- 
korna har hittats, berattar 
Lars Grahnstrom. 



givaren i Afghanistan och gei 
bland a»nai sl^ till 30 000 
afghanska landsbygdsfhckors 
skolutbildning. 

- Detta trots att talibaner- 
na, som kontrollerar 80 pro* 
cent av landet, driver en 
kvinnofientlig politik. Taliba- 
nema har lu^prungUgen sitt 
starkaste faste pa landet och 
det finns darfor en motsatt- 
ning mellan landsbygd och 
stad. 

Som katastrofbistand till 
omr^det har Svenska Afgha- 
nietankoBimitt^ skickat tie 
ton ris och matolja. Kommit- 
ten, som f^r stod frin den 
sveiiska bistluadsmyndighe- 
ten Sida, har tidigare organi- 
serat skolutbildning for 
120 000 bam i landet. 

- Tidigare under Sovjets 
ockupation var USA en stor 
bistJindsgivare. Men nar Sov- 
iet ISmnade landet upphorde 
ocksd intresset fran USA. 

Fram till augusti hade 
kommitten samlat in 2,4 mil- 
joner kronor till jordbav- 
ningskatastrofens offer ocb 
insamlingen fortsatter. 
Andex« CMi^anssoi] 

0501-68745 



Gri^i^Win inledde 
Mghanistanveckan 



Av MSRTINA RASK 

I-^^S»-iiileddes Afghanl- 
stanveckan i Kyrkans 
Hus i Skovde. 

Som startpujikt ordna- 
de en rad fbreningar ett 
mote dar sjuks^^er- 
skan Lars Grahnstrdm 
medverkade. 

- Det films 100 000 
h^nldsa i Aghanistan 
som behdver b^tMer 
och mat, herM^mhm, 

Lars Grahnstrom har vistats 
i Afghanistan under flera 
Mnga perioder de senaste 
^en. 

Hans forsta kontakt med 
landet var 1985 dd han acrbetaste 
Tor Lakare utan granser. 

Senaste motet med mannis- 
koma i fendet var i juni. I bor- 
jan pa aret dog nara 10000 per- 
soner i den kraftiga jordbav- 
ningskatastrofen och det var 
av den aniedningen som Lars 
aterigen fanns pa plats. 

- Jag var dar for att titta pS 
problemet med alia S5rst6rda 



KOVpE N\/H 

bostader. Tanken vaf- att kxm- 
na se vad man kan gpra kt pro 
blemet, berattar Lars. 



151 m MH/i,-^^' 



Out om mat 

Han berattar att det framst 
ar jordskreden som dodat 
manniskor och forstort byar- 
na. Efto:«om tven skSrdarna 
ar fbrstorda har befolkningen 
mycket ont om mat. 

I omrMet htrskar just nu 
nagra av Afghanistans mindre 
pohtiska grupper och i ett land 
med stor politisk oro ar det 
svart att fk hjalp. 

- De omgivande distrikten 
som inte drabbats har kommit 
med mycket hjajp, men (tet be- 
hovs mer, sager han. 

Lars Grahnstrom kommer 
eventuellt aven att besoka sko- 
lor i Skovde och beratta om si- 
na erfarenheter. Veckan i 6v- 
rigt innebar att Svenska Af- 
ghanistankommitten startar 
sin Julaktion-98 dar behMl- 
ningen gkr till katastrofoffi^n 
i norra Afghanistan. 

Man kommer aven att visa 
utstaUningen Bibi Fatimazuh- 




Pi Kyrkims hus. Lars 

Grahnstrom fran Visby in- 
ledde Skovdes Afghanistan- 
vecka med att berMtta om 
sin senaste rasa i landet. 
Har tillsammans med To- 
mas Ma&mmon frSn Af- 
gahni^tmkommitten i Skov- 
de. 

ra- en flickskola i Afghanistan, 
p& stadsbiMiot^et i Maries- 
tad. Flickskolan ar den fadder- 
skola som Skaraborgs Afgha- 
nistankommitte stOttar. 



Af ghanistanvecka 
inleds med foredrag 

Skovde/Skaraborgs Afghani- 
stankommittte anordnar i 
samaiii^e med andra organi- 
sationer en Afghanistanvecka 
nastkommande vecka. 

Den inleds med ett offentligt mo- 
te i Kyrkans hus i Skovde redan nu 
pa sondag, den 22 november. Sjuk- 
skdterskan Lars GrahnstrSm hol- 
ler dd fbredrag och visar bilder 
fr&i sin mangariga tjanst i landet. 
Det kommer tven att informeras 
om dagens situation i Afghanistan 
och ges aven tiUfalle tUI samtal och 
utbyte av erfarenheter fr&n liknan- 
de situationer. 

Senare under veckan kommer 
Grahnstrom att hSlla samma fbre- 
drag i Mariestad. Skolorna 1 Skov- 
de och Mariestad har fatt erbju- 
dahden om information av Grahn- 
strom. 

Afghanistanveckan blir aven 
startpunkt for Svenska Afghani- 
stankommittens Julaktion 1998. De 
insamlade median fran den kom- 
mer att ga tUl rehabilitering av 
krigs- och jordba\Tiingsskadade i 
norra Afghanj^an. ^^^// - 



AFGHANISTAN 



Talibaner redo 
stoppa narkotika 



Kabul, tt-afp 
►Talibanerna i Afghanistan 
kommer att gora en "allvarlig" 
anstrangning for att hejda 
framstallningen av opium om 
FN erkanner dem som landets 
legala regering, sade rorelsens 
framste ledare muUa Moham- 
mad Omar till den officiella ny- 
hetsbyran Bakhtar pa onsda- 
gen. 

Enligt Omar ar talibanerna 
beredda att agera omedelbart 
"eftersom det ar dags att sa opi- 
umvallmo just nu". 

- Om FN villkorslost erkan- 
ner Islamiska emiratet Afgha- 
nistan (lEA) kommer lEA ock- 
sa att villkorslost och med 
kraft fbrhindra opiumodling- 
en runtom i landet, sade han. 

Ekonomiska sk9.1 

Hittills har talibanerna i tyst- 
het tillatit odling av opiimti- 
vallmo for varldens heroin- 
marknad. Skalet ar narmast 
ekonomiskt eftersom landet 
under sin nuvarande isolering 
saknar andra inkomstkallor. 
Manga fattiga bonder ar bero- 
ende av inkomsterna fran 
vallmoodlingen. 

Att vinna internationellt er- 
kannande ar en het onskan hos 
talibanerna, som har utkampat 
ett inbordeskrig i Afghanistan 
sedan 1994 och i dag kontrol- 
lerar nio tiondelar av landet. 
Men talibanmilisen har ocksa 
vackt omvarldens motvilja ba- 
de for sin hallning till opium- 
odlingarna och for sin rigida 



tolkning av islam - sarskilt da 
behandlingen av kvinnoma. 

Omar sade att det ar just Af- 
ghanistans opiimiframstall- 
ning som har fatt FN att vagra 
att erkanna talibanstyret. Han 
tillade att "om omvarlden star 
for vad den sager" sa ar taliba- 
nerna nu redo att handla. 

Torkat opium utvinns ur lo- 
kalt odlad vallmo och sal j s i hu- 
vudstaden Kabul for imgefar 
20 dollar (160 kronor) per ki- 
lo. Det foradlas sedan till he- 
roin och smugglas ut via Pa- 
kistan, Iran och andra central- 
asiatiska lander. 

F5rser Europa 

FN:s organ for narkotikakon- 
troll, UNDCP, har beraknat att 
80 procent av allt heroin som 
tas i beslag i Europa har sitt ur- 
sprung i Afghanistan, framst i 
provinsema Helmand och 
Nangahar i soder och sydost. 
Bada dessa provinser ar star- 
ka fasten for talibanmilisen. 

Enligt bonder tar talibanre- 
gimen i skatt in drygt tolv pro- 
cent av intakterna fran vall- 
moodlingen. Regimens narko- 
tikakommission sager att tali- 
banerna ar i princip emot opi- 
umframstallning och framhal- 
ler att man av vallmo ocksa 
producerar manga nyttiga och 
ofarliga biprodukter for lokalt 
bruk. 

Vidare menar talibanerna 
att heroin ar en vastlig upp- 
finning som inte anvands i Af- 
ghanistan. 
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Terrorist ger 
igen med knark 

Akrarna I Shinwarprovlnsen, i ostra Afghani- 
stan, har besiitts. Till v&ren kommer den 
bruna marken att prydas I rott och vltt. Gro- 
dan ar opiumvallmo och skordens agare 
Osama bin Laden, varldens mest eftersokta 
terrorist. Bin Laden anses av USA vara skyl- 
dlg till sprfingnlngen av dess ambassader I 
Nairobi och Dar es Salaam I borjan av au- 
gusti och en rad andra attacker. F5r honom 
ar narkotlkan ett vapen I kampen mot vast. 



UTRIKESKRONIKAN 



Enligt uppgiftslamnare i ostra Afghanistan 
och p& andra sidan gr&nsen, i Pakistan, har bin 
Laden under s&ningstiden kontaktat jordagare 
och ledande opiunt- och heroinhandlare. En 
jordagare som vistas i Pakistan men har stora 
opiumodlingar soder om den ostafghanska sta- 
den Jalalabad berattar att ombud for bin Laden 
erbjudit sig att kdpa upp allt han kan odla. 

Enligt vastlig narkotikaexpertis i Pakistan 
har bin Laden ocksi forhandlat med pakistan- 
ska knarkkungar i det laglosa omr&det langs 
gransen till Afghanistan: 

- For karlarna har ar det attraktivt att samti- 
digt utkampa det heliga kriget och ^ana peng- 
ar... han (kr inga problem att finna partners. 

Enligt FN produceras i Afghanistan t &r met- 
lun tv& uch ire tusen ton r&opium. En stor del 
av skdrden foradlas till heroin i kring 60 labora- 
torier i de sodra och ostra delarna av landet, 
varifr&n det smugglas genom Pakistan, Iran 
och darefter Turkiet.eller Centralasien till vast. 

Bombema 

Den 20 augusti sande USA 75 kryssningsro- 
botar mot bin Laden som straff for ambassad- 
V bombningama, men utan avgorandeeffekt. Ett 
30-tal manniskor med loslig anknytning till bin 
Laden dodades och ett antal byggnader skada- 
des. 

Fredliga forsok att komma &t den i Saudiara- 
bien fddde terroristens fmansiella imperium 
tycks ha haft storre framgling. Aven om bidra- 
gen strdmmar in fr&n muslimska anh&ngare 
har bin Ladens koncem Al-Qaida sett sig om ef- 
ter nya inkomstkallor. Bland annat har man 
diskuterat insamlingsverksamhet med palestin- 
ska Hamas och andra extrema grupper i sam- 
band med en religi6s konferens i Pakistan. 

bin Ladens liv 

Efter att ha hamnat i det intemationella 
ramp^uset har bin Laden, 41, tvingats vidta ex- 
tra forsiktighetslLtgarder. Forut hade han en 
liwakt pk 200 man, de fiesta araber, men omger 
sig nu med en mycket mindre handplockad 
grupp. Han sover sallan p& samma plats tv& 
nfitter i rad och byter snabbt mellan sina gom- 
stSllen, befasta grottor i ostra Afghanistans 
berg och tvk bostSdema i Kandahar, talibanre- 
geringens hogborg i sodrd delen av landet. 

Bin Laden, som har.fem soner med sina fyra 
hustrur, stodjer sig alltmer pk sin forstfodde, 
14-&ringen Mohammed, vilken levt tillsammans 
med sin far nastan oavbrutet sedan augusti. En 
bild av far och son tagen tidigare i kr visar en 
hdgrest vacker yngling med en AK 47 i amama, 
framfdr en varldskarta. Bin Ladens framtid be- 
ror till stor del pk talibanerna. De havdar att 
han &r giist i landet och dfirfdr enligt gammal 
sed har ratt till skydd. 

FIrade med talibaner 

Men man har gjort en del eftergifter for om- 
varlden. Efter angreppet i augusti meddelades 
att bin Laden flitt order att inte lagga sig andra 
landers affarer. I oktober fick en islamisk ratts- 
lard i uppdrag att utreda huruvida bin Laden 
var skyldig till terrorism. Alia som kunde vittna 
uppmanades att trada fram. Utredningen av- 
slutades for ett par veckor sedan med att lan- 
dets hogste domare Maulana Noor Mohammed 
Saqib uttalade att bin Laden var oskyldig. En- 
ligt vastliga underrattelsek&llor firade bin La- 
den med en festm&ltid tillsammams med tali- 
bantoppen i Kandahar. USA har utlovat en be- 
I6ning pk fem mi^oner dollar for upplysningar 
som kan leda till att bin Ladens grips. Det tycks 
droja innan det gkr darhan. 

Jason Burke 

Copyright The Observer och Norrbottens-Kuriren 
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Astrid Morken 

schoo 



Alghanskc skok,'bain og Ivwiv 
kaller bare skolen for «sahi- 
eed» - niarlyr. Skolen heter 
egentlig « Astrid Morken scho- 
ol» og ligger i den pakistanske 
byen Peshawar. Navnel (ikk 
den av afghanere som ville 
hedre nninnet til Astrid Morken 
- hjelpearbeideren og journa- 
listen fra Skaun - som ble 
drept av en landmine pa vei ut 
av Afghanistan for ti ar siden. 

^^^MgJj^ ^J^ 

Astrid Morken skolc var opprinnclig 
lokaliscrl i cn flyklniiiglcir iUcnlDi 
grciiscbycn IVsliawar, men i ilag 

iniic i sclvc byen. BarncskokMi drives 
av Alghanislankoinilccn og liar oin lag 
500 clever, hvorav 41X) cr jcntcr. 
Gisela Krusc cr incdlcm av Alghanist- 
ankomitccn og bespkte skolen i oktober 
i fjor. I lun glcmnicr aldri den ovcrdo- 
vende syinfonicn av lydcr som ni0lte 
henne da hun enlret skolebygningcn. 



- Klasserommene var nesten overfylte 
av elever. Til og med taket var tatt i 
bruk. Klasserommene hadde store hull 
bade i gulv og tak - slik at du hadde 
innsyn i rommet under og over deg. 
F0lgelig var del ulrolig lyti, og lyden 
kom fra alle kanter. Etter en time mStte 
jeg bare r0mme utend0rs. Da var jeg 
fullstendig «gSen» i hodet p5 grunn av 
all sliiket, fortcller Krusc. Ilun ble 
imidleilid veldig imponcrl av Astrid 
Morken skolc og dct arbcidcl som blir 
nedlagt av dc 25 kvinncligc la;rcrnc 
som arbeider der. 

Driver til sammcn 39 skoler 

Odvin Forbord arbeider som koordina- 
tor i Peshawar, og har blant annet 
ansvaret for skolen som baerer Astrid 
Morkens navn. Den er en av to skoler 
Afghanislankomiteen st0lter i byen. 

- Vi bringer til veie alt fra pulter og 
tavler, til notatblokker og skrivesaker, 
fortcller Forbord. 1 lillcgg l0nncr vi 
lairernc, og vi fors0ker I gi dem litt 
etterutdanning/oppgradering blant 
annet i engelsk. 



- Generelt kan en si at det er veldig 
vanskelig for afghanske jenter a fa sko- 
legang, og det er spesielt vanskelig i 
Taliban-kontrollerte omrSder inne i 
Afghanistan, sier Odvin Forbord. Vi 
driver imidlertid 27 skoler s0r for 
Kabul og 10 skoler i Balakshan-provin- 
sen, og der har selvf0lgelig jentene 
mulighet til h fd undervisning. Spesielt 
cr vi sloltc av kvinncandelen skole- 
ne i Balakshan-provinsen, hvor kvinnc- 
andelen blant lajrere og elever er oppc i 
20-25 proscnt, sier Forbord, som legger 
til at disse skolene ikke ligger i omra- 
der som er kontrollert av Taliban-milit- 
sen. 

Apartheid mot kvinner 

Inne i Afghanistan f0rer Taliban-milit- 
sen krig mot sine politiske motstandere 
generelt - og kvinnene spesielt. Kvin- 
nene som bor i Taliban-kontrollerte 
omrader ivinges bort fra skoler og uni- 
vcrsitctcr. MiliLsen kontrollercr i dag 
om lag tre fjerdedeler av landet, og 
bSde hjelpearbeidere og afghanere flyk- 
ter. 



6^r 



del 
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Satte mineproblematikken 
pa dagsorden 



Mens Astrid Morken levde var hun 
bekymret for de om lag 3 millioner 
landmincne som fantes i Afghanistan 
etter den sovjetiske hairen. Hun d0de 
fordi lastebilen hun satt i kj0rtc pS en 
landmine. 

- Astrid Morkens d0d f0rtc til at 
mineproblematikken kom pS dagsorden 
i Norge, sier den tidligere nestlederen i 
Afghanislankomiteen, Fetter Bauck. I 
ettertid kan en si at Astrid Morkens d0d 



f0rte med seg et stort engasjement her 
hjemme i Norge. Et engasjement for 
bekjempelsen av miner i Afghanistan 
og resten av verden. Utover 1990-tallet 
er mineproblematikken kommet pa 
dagsorden over hcic verden. Her hjem- 
me f0rte Astrid Morkens engasjement, 
og tragiske d0d, til at norske myndig- 
heter begynte k bevilge penger til blant 
annet minerydding i Afghanistan p& 
slutten av 1980-tallet, sier Bauck. 



- Astrid Morkens Minnefond hadde 
en stor symbolsk effekt. I tillegg ble en 
god del midler samlet inn. Noe av fon- 
dets midler gikk blant annet til «Mine- 
radgiver - gruppen». I dag er dette en 
av de store organisa.sjoncnc .som driver 
med minerydding over hele verden, 
fortcller Bauck, som til daglig arbeider 
i NORAD. 



Astrid Morken. 

Aitrid Morken fti iSkauri 
som informasjonskonsulent og Vo6t*J{_ 
dinator for den norske Afighanistan- 
komiteen da hun ble drept av en land-] ; 
mine i Afghanistan 1 1988, Lastebilen v { 
hun satt i kj0rtc p& cn mine i Paktia-; 
provinsen, i nserheten av grensen til 
Pakistan. B&de Morken og eUeve ; , 
afghanere omkommomentant; Astrid 
Morken hadde pcrmisjon fra sitt i^j/^ |^ 
arbeid som jounialist i Adresseaviiea^ 
og skuUe arbeidei ett &r som kb5w 
nator i Pakistan for Afighanistankoriii 

;„■ teien.>';-^-:i;':v|,':v':^^^ 



lis,"? 



-Afghanske borgere med h0yere 
utdannelse flykter bort fra de fanatiske 
fundamentalistene som driver apartheid 
mot kvinnene, sier Per Homfelt, mang- 
eirig medlem av komiteen og tidligere 
arbeidskoUega av Astrid Morken. 

- 1 dag er det viktigere enn noen sinne 
at vi st0tter utdanningsprosjckt rettet 
mot afghanske barn og ungdommcr. 
Del belinncr seg frcmdcles om lag 1 ,5 
millioner afghanske flyktninger i Pakis- 
tan som aldri vendte tilbakc til Afgha- 
nistan, sier Homfelt. 

Grunnen er enkel: Da den sovjetiske 
hieren foriot landet i 1989 begynte uli- 
ke geriljagrupperinger a slSss om mak- 
ten, og siden har landet va^rt herjet av 
krigshandlinger og borgerkrig. Det 
betyr at afghanske flyktningbam i 
Pakistan har behov for undervisnig i 
afghanske skoler. Heldigvis finnes det 
tiltak som Astrid Morken skolen som 
takket vaerc st0tte, blant annet fra min- 
nefondet etter Astrid Morken, Opera- 
sjon Dagsverk og offentlig st0tle, gir 
afghanske barn muligheten til a fd en 
utdannelse. 



vHennes^ga^jement for Aighart^ 
og det afghanske folkets Udelseiv ble 
vekketiiridereri r6poitasjerdse til^^V^ 
nettopp Paktia-provinsen i 1985^;Huii 
var en av^aert f& vestUge joumalistMV; 
som var inne i Afighanistan under den| 
sovjetiske okkupasJonen-Reporta^e^i 
ne henries fra Afghanistan 6g ixz:}p^;jl^ 
flyktningleireiie um^ i Pakistan^ gjor^g 
de store deler av dct norske folk oppfg 
merksbih pi hvBke griisomhe^^ 
gen f0rte med seg; Reporta§jeturen i 
1985 fiMte^gsS til at krigen fikk et ^ ^ f 
ansikt: Tooijan;Den aflghanskefn- n ; 
hetskjemperen trengte en komplisert 
hjerneoperasjon hvis ban skulle over- 
leve. Astrid Morken tok ban med seg 
bjem tU Norge ogTYondheim.^ Hah ^ 
^ fikk behandling p& RiT, og senere ^ ^ 
: fikk flere krigsskadde bam og fWhets-y 
kjempere'fira Afghanistan medisinsik^^^ 
I ly elp p5 Regionsykehuset iTVo^^ 
-myetakketvaere Astrid Mwrh^Mg^i 

■ ehgasjeiment/ , 'VSl^^i'- v-i' 

Til trdss fV)r at Astrid Morkieri bare 
rakk & airbcide et par mineder som 
informasjonskonsulent og koordina- 
tor i Pakistan, fikk hun utrettet mye. 
Flere reportasjer ble sendt hjem til 
norske avlscr, og dct finnes cnri& spor 1 

I Afghanistan etter Morken, blant ; 
annet eksisterer den dag i dag et vak-^ 
siriasi|brisprosjekt som hun var med pa 

SAibygge'opp..::-: ;'>-:s::':' 



TEKST: BRITT S0RENSEN 
FOTO: VEGAR VALDE 
Oslo 

Uti Sandviken sitter Nina 
Marstein og legger kabal. 
Hun spiser knapt, og 
orker ikke jobbe med rapporten 
hun skuUe gjort ferdig. Og hun 
vil i hvert fall ikke reise til 
Algerie. 

Men Elisabeth Eide lar ikke 
Nina sitte der og deppe i fred. 
Vil ikke Nina oppsoke utfor- 
dringene, ja; sa sorger Elisa- 
beth for at utfordringene opp- 
soker Nina. Dermed far hun en 
afghansk asylsokerfamilie pa 
doren. Og Nina ville ikke vaert 
Nina om hun unnlot a handle. 

Bergen, Sotra og Kabul 

Med Der morket leker med 
tiden har Elisabeth Eide, jour- 
nalist, forfatter og eksil-ber- 
genser, skrevet sin tredje bok 
om Nina Marstein, journalist 
og «reisende i menneskerettig- 
heter». De to forste har hatt 
thrillerkarakter. Denne gangen 
ville Eide fokusere mindre pa 
Nina som person, og dessuten 
skrive seg bort fra spennings- 
sjangeren. 

- Romanen er spennende. 
Men noen thriller er det ikke, 
sier forfatteren, som denne 
gangen har gitt stemme til hele 
fern hovedpersoner. Handling- 
en foregar i Peshawar, KabiS, 
Bergen og pa Sotra. 

- Hvorf or sa mange f orteller- 
stemmerlr 



- Pet ,:bar nok «amj3iei^^ng. 
med fpjT^iingen jeg d^yer for 
tiden. Jeg hSper a ta doktorgrad 
pa medienes fremstiUing av «de 
andre». De far sjelden vaere 
subjekter i sin egen historie, s^ 
jeg tenkte at de skal i hvert fall 
fa vaere det i min roman. Iste- 
denfor a se den gjennom Ninas 
slitne 0yne, kunne det ogsa 
vaere ok k la de se Nina gjen- 
nom sine oyne. Enhver selvgod 
nasjon har godt av a bli sett 
utenfra. Nina er ikke spesielt 
selvgod, men gjennom henne 



ses ogsa en del av det norske. I 
denne boken har jeg dessuten 
vaert mer opptatt av a skildre 
folks sarbarhet. Bade Ninas, 
nar hun moter veggen, og flykt- 
ningenes. De fremstilles sk lett 
som en koUektiv masse. Dette 
er et forsok pa a individualise- 
re dem, med deres svakheter og 
styrker. 

Khadija, Ismael, Usman og 
Amina 

Hvem er sa de? 

De heter iChadija, Ismael, 
Usman og Amina. Og mens 
Khadija er en sterk, sta, trassig 
og utadvendt kvinne som pa 
tross av det meste overlever i 
Kabul med sine to bam, er 
Ismael en heller engsteUg mann 
og slett ingen klassisk mujahe- 
din med Kalashnikov-en over 
skulderen. Han er tvert imot 
ganske v&pensky, en humani- 
taer, intellektuell type, som ogs^ 
er homofil. 

Usman er asylsokeren som 
sammen med kone og bam opp- 
soker Nina. Han er Khadijas 
bror og som henne bade stolt og 
sta, men han er ogsa en vanske- 
lig person, blant annet preget 
av den paranoiaen som preger 
mange krigsofre. Sist, men ikke 
minst, moter vi Usmans kone, 
Amina, en drommer og poet, 
ogsk hun krigsskadd, men pk en 
annen mate enn marmen. 

- Ingen av dem har noen 
entydig, reeU modeU. De er syn- 



ar gamle sonn allerede vaert i 30 
land. Deler av sine f orste leve^r 
tilbrakte han i Peshawar i 
Pakistan. 

Men mens Ehsabeth flyttet 
fra Bergen til Oslo i 1984, er 
Nina trofast mot hjembyen og 
Sandviken, der hun bor i et 
kvinnekollektiv. 

- Det drommer jeg ogsa om k 
gjore - nkr jeg blir gammel, 
smiler Elisabeth. - Det hue med 
a vaere forfatter er jo at nar vi 
f orst bare har dette ene livet, sa 
kan vi dikte inn i bokene de 
andre livene vi gjeme skulle 
levd. 

- For en journalist ma det 
ogsa vaere besnaerende a kunne 
lyge av hjertens lyst? 

-Javisst! 

Vil fbrtelle historier 

- Som de to forrige, er ogsa det- 
te en politisk bok? 

- Det er mulig den fungerer 
politisk. Men jeg vil ferst og 
fremst skrive historier. Jeg had- 
de et veldig behov for k skape 
disse menneskene. Pa reisene 
mine har jeg alltid arbeidet 
joumalistisk, men det er sk mye 
du ikke kan gjenskape gjennom 
reportasjer. Joumalistikk pa 
sitt beste er jeg veldig glad i, 
men joumalistikken duger ikke 
for de lange f ortellingene. Kan- 
skje heller ikke for de hele men- 
neskene, sier Eide, som ogsa 
underviser ved Joumalistut- 
danningen ved Hegskolen 



tes«: av«f^aneB^ jeghar m0tt#ti3iQiS|lfi.»PIuss at hun altsi-er 4 
sier Elisabeth Bide... ; i „ . i^-alig^inied det f erste av til sam- 
-OgNina? itM .rir^^i^^ fire ir med doktoa^ 

- Hun er en nomadisk person ' beid. ' ^ 



som er kommet til det stadiet 
hvor hun f oler seg mest hjenune 
i en humpende buss pa det sen- 
tralasiatiske plataet. Dessuten 
sliter hun med minner fra en 
bamdom med en alkoholisert 
far. 

Dikte og lyge 

Helt uten nomadiske trekk er 
heller ikke Elisabeth Eide. 
Betegnende nok har hennes 12 



Om det ogsa blir flere beker 
om Nina, se; det vet ikke Elisa- 
beth Eide. 

- Jeg har noen prosjekter i 
hodet, men vet ikke om de 
inkluderer henne. Hun er jo en 
komfortabel skikkelse k arbei- 
de litteraert med. Gjennom tre 
boker er jeg ogsk butt s&pass 
knyttet til henne at jeg ikr litt 
separasjonsangst ved tanken 
pa k slippe henne helt. 



180 drept eller saret av raketter 

KABUL: Rundt 180 mennesker ble drept og saret i flere 
rakettangrep mot Af ghanistans hovedstad Kabul sondag, 
ifolge en talsmann forTaliban-regimet. En rakett slo ned i 
f olkemengden pa et travelt mark^ og skal ha drept flere 
titalls personer. Taliban kontrollerer Kabul som ble utsatt 
for seks rakettangrep fra fraksjonslederen Ahmed Shah 
Masoods stOlinger nord for hovedstaden. En av rakettene 
rammet bydelen Khair Khana og drepte 11 mennesker, 30 
ble saret. Seks kvinner fra samme f amilie er blant de 
drepte, f orteller innbyggere. Mange bam skal vaere saret. 



«Blir det krig, skjaerer iraneme gjennom Taliban som en kniv giennom sm0r.» 



A^anistans 
farlige grense 



Blir det krig mellpm Iran og Afghanistan? Og trekker et slikt 
oppgjer andre stater i omr&det inn i konflikten og gjor den til en 
regional krig? 

Det har gjaeret lenge mellom Iran og Afghanistan. Iran 
domineres i dag av shiaretningen innen Islam, mens det er sunn- 
imuslimer som f orer an i Afghanistan. 

Det storste stammefolket i Afghanistan er pathanene med 
sentrum i den 0stlige delen av dette landet, men tadsjiker og 
hazarer spiller ogsk en betydelig roUe. 

Pathanene var da russeme involverte Afghanistan i 1979, et 
splittet stammefolket. Nabostaten til Afghanistan i est, 
Pakistan, som i likhet med Iran ensker avgjerende innflytelse i 
Afghanistan, satset i forste omgang pk pathanhevdingen Gul- 
buddin Harmatyrar og hans krigere, mens tadsjiklederne 
Massoud og Rabbani ble understettet av Iran og stammebrodre i 
det som den gangen var sovjetisk Tadsjikistan. 

De f orente stater understettet Sovjet-Unionens mest ef f ektive 
motstandere i Afghanistan, blant annet med Stingerraketter. De 
odela mange av russernes kampfly og gjorde krigen i Afghan- 
istan b&de kostbar og vanskelig for russerne. Sovjet gikk inn i 
Afghanistan for §l gardere seg mot at str^mennene deres i dette 
landet distanserte seg fra Moskva og eliminerte sjansen for russ- 
eme til §L rykke S0rover. 

Da russerne trakk seg ut av Afghanistan i 1989, begynte en ny 
og viktig fase i dette landets historie. Iran og Pakistan intens- 
iverte kampen for & skaf f e seg avgjerende innflytelse. Men begge 
parter opptrSdte med stedf ortredere. Pakistan skapte en haer av 
af ghanske f lyktninger og kalte den Taliban, og i lepet av kort tid 
har den erobret storparten av Afghanistan. 

Situasjonen mellom Iran p& den ene siden og 
Afghanistan og Pakistan p& den andre tilspiss- 
et seg da Taliban rykket inn i byen Mazir-i- 
Sharif i den nordlige delen av Afghanistan. 
Under kampene der myrdet Taliban ti iranske 
diplomater og en iransk journalist som hadde 
sokt tilflukt i det iranske konsulatet i denne 
byen. 

Iran reagerte hurtig. De iranske myndighet- 
ene underrettet Afghanistan om at de ifolge 
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intemasjonal lov har rett til k sette i verk aksjoner mot Afghan- 
istan, og for & understreke alvoret i situasjonen har Iran stasjon- 
ert cirka 70 000 veltrente soldater i grenseomr^det. Amerikan- 
ske satellitter og britiske etterretningsfolk har konstatert at 
disse iranske troppene er utstyrt med eff ektive v^pen. Pakistan 
har sorget for at en del av Talibanhaeren har stridsvogner, artill- 
eri og modeme h^ndv^pen, og at de har laert k bruke dem, men 
flere Talibanavdelinger er fremdeles mer og mindre tilfeldig 
sammenraskede ungdommer uten den nodvendige trening. 

- Blir det krig, skjserer iranerne gjennom Taliban som en kniv 
gjennom smer, sa en britisk observatar og ekspert i denne delen 
av verden. 

Etter at iranernes militaermanovrer var offisielt slutt, meldte 
Irans radio at troppene ikke ville bli trukket tilbake. Samtidig 
ble det opplyst at det til elitekorpset horer et modeme og effek- 
tivt felthospital med 100 senger, en intensivavdeling, opera- 
sjonstelt og en blodbank. Det understreket iranernes militaere 
beredskap. 

For k ha det formelle for en militaer straffeekspedisjon i orden 
har Iran bedt FN om k undersoke hva som er skjedd med de ti 
iranske diplomatene i Nazar-i -Sharif. Og hele tiden oker Iran 
troppeantallet ved grensen. 13. September var det kommet opp i 
cirka 200 000. 

Taliban f orbereder seg p^ et iransk angrep. Et ledd i dette er k 
utstyre befolkningen i Mimrozprovinsen p^ grensen mot Iran 
med h^ndvSpen for k skape en ferstelinje mot et iransk angrep. 

President Muhammad Khatami i Iran inntar et mer forsiktig 
standpunkt overfor Afghanistan enn ayatollah Khamenei. Sist- 

nevnte er Irans ^ndelige leder og kontrollerer den 

mektige sikkerhetstjenesten, rettsapparatet og 
mange av statens rike og mektige firmaer. 

Khamenei og de andre ledende ayatollahene er 
innstilt p4 a gi Afghanistan det de kailer en laere- 
pengc. De har ikke spesif isert hva den bestir av, og 
de kommer stadig med uttalelser om at Profetens 
etterf elgere aldri har noe ondt fore, men, sier Tali- 
ban, hvis Iran bare har fredelige hensikter hvorf or 
har det da trukket sammen en haer med skremm- 
ende ildkraft ved grensen til Af ghanistaii2_^— — 




dv#10^sivilel^ i kabul|^ 

KABUL: Minst 40 sivile ble drept pg mange andre s&ret, 
ytterligere to raketter slo ne<i i Afghaidstans hoved- 
stad Kabul mandag. Nsermere 70 a^anete ble drept og 
pver 200 sfiiet i et tilsvarende angrep sondag. Lmbygger- 
pe i Kabul tror at rakettene er blitt avfyrt av den regje- 
xingsfiendtlige geriljalederen Ahmed Shah Masood, som 
kontrollerer omr&dene nord for byen. Disse opplysninge- 
ne er blitt tilbakevist av en talsmann for Masood. Raket- 
iene mandag slo ned i et boligomr&de i den nordlige delen 
av KabuL En to etasjers Ir^gning raste sammen, og fire 
andxe l^ygninger ble delvis edelagt (NTB-AFP-REUTER) 



((Landminer er uislamsk}> 

ISLAMABAD: Taliban-lederen mullah Mohammed Omar 
forbed tirsdag landminer i Afghanistan og kalte dem 
uislamske. I en erklaering fordommer Omar all 
produksjon, handel, lagring og bruk av landminer, som 
omtales som uislamske og inhumane, if olge den af ghanske 
kampanjen for forbud mot landminer Afghanistan er 
hardere ranmiet enn de fleste land nar det gjelder 
landminer etter den lange sovjetiske okkupasjonen pa 80- 
tallet og den paf olgende borgerkrigen. I erklaeringen sier 
Omar ogsa at Afghanistan a: for et intemasjonalt forbud 
mot landminer. Pa grunn av uenigheten om hvem som 
representerer landet i FN, kan Taliban imidlertid ikke 
undertegne Ottawa-avtalen om et forbud mot landminer. 
(NTB-REUTERS) ^Zrq^msTidj^ei^.fdM 
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azrin (32) sitter inntullet i et 
teppe. Hun er en av Kabuis 
30 000 krigsenker. Bak 
henne sitter sennen Bashir 
og ser henne med store, 
triste oyne. 

- Jeg hadde mange drammer, sier 
hiunstiNtr 

I dag klarer hun ikke & tenke longer enn 
til hverdagens smd utfordringer, som 
d skaffe litt mat eller noen kiaer til ni- 
dringen sin. 

Vi er i Afghanistans hovedstad Kabul, 
og det er ramadan, muslimenes hellige 
mdned. Da er det ikke lov d spise eller 
drikke mens det er dagslys. Men nd g§r 
det mot kveld, og fasten kan brytes. 
Nazrin spiser likevel ingenting. 

- Jeg l^^il^i^^ifM «^iitr. Vi 
faster fordi vi ikke bar mat. 

I gdr kveld stjal hun noen draper mat- 
olje fra sesteren sin slik at tiun kunne 
lage litt mat til sonnen. 

- Det er forferdelig d stjele fra sin egen 
familie, ikke S ha mat til bama sine. Jeg 
l^r vsert^ deprimwrMleg lf»r^ 
lyst til k ta livet av meg. lUen jeg vil ta 
vare pd sonnen min. Jeg vil heller d0 
enn S se ham suite. ? 

For 1 WM ^IW¥^3faMtlMrt%om 
laerer i naturfag. Hun hadde god lonn 
og egen leiiighet. Helt til byen ble okku- 
pertav Taliban, en gruppe erkereaksjo- 
nsere sunnimuslimer. I lopet av timm^^l. 
dager mistet hun jobben sin, hjemmet 
sitt - og alle drommene sine. Det 
samme gjbrde 25 000 andre kvinner, 
sd godt som hele Kabuis kvlnnelige" > 
arbeidsstyrke. 

- Jeg ante ingenting om Taliban for de 
piutselig dukket opp. Da jeg ham dm 
de nye lovene, trodde jeg nesten ikke 
mine egne orer. Jeg bare grdt. En av 
bevegelsens forste regler var d gjen- 
innfore burkaen, som skal iniihylfe 
kvinneafra fot til isse^ Siste gang det 
var pdbudt var i f959. 




MISTET JOBBEN 

Taliban beordret alle kvinner til & holde 
seg hjemme fra jobben, og Nazrin og 
kollegene hennes regnet med at det 
bare var en overgw«^@eitiiBmit seg 
semesterslutt, og elevene holdt pS 
med eksamen. Nazrin begynte § for- 
berede seg til et nytt skoledr. 

- Men det ble fort verre, forteller hun. 

- Etter en uke stoppet de lonnsutbeta- 
lingen. Jeg mStte flytte fra leiligheten 
min siden den tilhorte skolen. Nazrin 
tok med seg Bashir og tingene sine og 
flyttet hjem til faren sin, som hadde et 
We gjesterom. Snart var hun blakk. 

- Jeg m^tte selge alt jeg hadde pd 
markeder og i bruktbutlkker for S f^ 
penger til mat. Til og med klaerne mine. 





ARABISKiHAV 



'"fakta om Afghanistan"* 

Afghanistan har en befoikning pa 
1 8 miiiioner. Seks millioner av dem er 
flyktninger som fever i Iron eller Paki- 
stan. 76 present av den voksne befoik- 
ningen er analfabeter, og forventet 
leveaider er 42 ar. Barnedodeiigheten 
er 30 present. 

24. desember 1989 bie Afghanistan 
invadert av sovjetiske st/rker. Landet 
hadde fenge iidd under borgerkriger, 
og sovjeterne 0nsket a stertte den pro- 
sovjetiske delen av landet. Resuitatet 
var en biodig krig, eg ferst 1 0 ar 
senere, 15. februar 1989, irakk de siste 
so>^etiske soidatene seg ut ov landet. 
Men freden ble kortvarig. Kampene 
meilom rivaiiserende islamistiske grup- 
peringer blusset fert epp igjen. Malet 
var kontroii ever hovedstaden Kabul. 
I 1 994 fikk den religiose bevegelsen 
Taliban kontroii over den seriige delen 
av landet. I 1997 okkuperte de Kabul, 
etter mange blodige kamper. I dag 
kontroilerer Taliban 90 present av 
landet. Bevegelsen har sitt utspring 
i det tradisjonelie islamske nettverket 
av mullaher (musliniske skriftlaerde). 
De har statt for religiensfermidling 
i Afghanistan gjennom arhundrer. 
Taliban har en grunnieggende fiendh 
lighet mot det mederne samfunn og 
0nsker ingen sosiale, politiske eller 
okonomiske reformer. Koranen er 
rettersnoren, eg Taliban er tilhenger 
av den mest ortodokse toikningai. 
I . 1 I 

En gang dro hun tilbake til skolen for ^ ta 
seg av noe papirarbeid. 

- Taliban fulgte etter meg. De truet med 
k kappe av meg beina hvis jeg kom dit 
flere ganger. 

bor Nazrin og sonnen i en pappeske. 
Der lager de mat, spiser og sover. Ansik- 
tet hennes, som for ikke lenge siden var 
vakkert, er preget av suit og desperasjon. 

- Hva skal jeg gjore for ^ skaffe penger? 
Jeg gjor hva som heist, vasker hus eller 
klaer, men det er Ingen jobber i&. Jeg fSr 
meg ikke til S tigge pS gaten - jeg har 
hoy utdanning! 
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Sharifa, som ikke lenger 
har lov til a jobbe som 
vaskehjeip, bper gjen- 
nom [xikgatene i naer- 
heien av hjemmet sitt. 
Som alle andre kvinner 
risikerer hun straff for 
a ikke bruke burkaea 
pa offenilig sled. 

Sinnet bryter igjennom t^rene. 
- Taliban er ikke menneskelige. De er 
hjertelose og felelseskalde. De er analfa- 
beter! Hun spytter ut ordet som om det 
skulle vaere en forbannelse. En rasende 
anklage fra Kabuls inteili^n^i^.u^an- 
nede kvijsfie^ 

EN NY MUSLIMSK STAT 

Taliban (ordet betyr «s0kende» eller 
«studenter») kom natten til 27. September 
1997. Motstanderne deres hadde flyktet. 
Kabuls innbyggere var ikke War over at de 
var okkupert for de horte det p^ radioen 
neste morgen. Radio Afghanistan var blitt 
til Radio Sharia (sharia betyr islamsk 
lovgivning etter Koranen), som prokla- 
merte en ny islamsk stat. Kvinner ble 
beordret til ci holde seg inne. De skulle 
vaere hos familiene sine og hadde ikke 
lenger lov til ^g&pk jofeb eller utenfor 
huset uten ektemannen. De mStte dekke 
seg med en burka, en teltlignende, fotsid 
drakt med et nettverk av heklede hull 
foran oynene. 

Taliban er en religios militaer gruppe som 
onsker k gjeninnfore fundamentalistisk 
Islam. De krever at landet vender tilbake 
til sine eldgamie kulturelle tradisjoner, der 
kvinner lever tildekket og ikke kan omg^s 
menn. De har mange tilhengere p^ lands- 
bygda, der de » tiatt kontroii i flere ^r. 
Kabul sto igjen som den siste skanse. 
Mange afghanere reagerte negativt p^ at 
byen var preget av det de ans^ for & vaere 
destruktiv vestlig innflytelse. I lopet av 
krigen mot Russland hadde Kabul mer 
eller mindre adoptert Sovjetunionens 
anti-islamske ideer, mente de. Og kvin- 
nene forte an i fristelsen, med korrupsjon 
og blodsutgytelser som folge. 



Det er fortsatt Talibans militaere styrker 
som bestemmer. Moralmilitsen er overalt, 
utstyrt med maskingevaer og stSlkaWer, 
alltid beredt til a utfore spontane og 
offentlige avstraffelser. 

MANGE FORBUD 

Menn har ikke lenger lov til a g^ i vestlige 
klaer. Det er ikke lov & barbere seg, og 
langt skjegg er pabudt. Kontroller er van- 
lige. Politiet gnir et h^ndkle over skjegget, 
og er det tegn til lose har etter barbering, 
f0rer det til pryl p& stedet. Panneluggen 
m^ imidlertid v®re sa kort at den ikke 
berorer teppet n§r man ber. Homoseksu- 
alitet og prostitusjon er ulovlig. 
For Iwinner er lovene enda strengere. Alle 
skoler og universiteter er stengt for kvin- 
ner. Det er ikke lov a jobbe utenfor hjem- 
met; det eneste unntaket er hvis man er 
pS en arbeidsplass der man bare mtt&r 
andre kvinner. Kvinner har ikke lov til 
ci snakke med menn de ikke er i familie 
med og kan ikke delta i sosiale s^mmen- 
komster, med wintak av brylluper og be- 
gravelser, der menn og kvinner holdes 
strengt atskilt. Alle vestlige klaer og all 
sminke er forbudt, og det rapporteres at 
kvinner har flitt sk^ret opp leppene hvis de 
bruker leppestift. Hoye haeler, sko som 
klaprer og sandaler uten sokker i er for- 
b\M, forget kan distrahere menn. Alle 
offentlige bad og toaletter er stengt for 
kvinner, som heller ikke kan f& utstedt 
pass eller andre identitetspapirer. 
I begynnelsen var det noen kvinner som 
protesterte ^penlyst. De ble prylt p^ ^pen 
gate. Noen ble satt i fengsel og noen 
forsvant. I dag er det ingen som tor 
A gjore oppror. 

- Vi et for redcle, forklarer en kvinne. 




lige hjelpeorganisasjoner. Andre sitter 
hjemme, dypt deprimerte over sin egen 
hjelpeleshet. 

Det er strengt forbudt a ta bllde av slier 
snakl<e til noen av l^vinnene. Det er lielier 
ikke lov S oppsoke noen hjemme. Da M - 
var p& bes0k, ble vl utstyrt med en trans- 
Iat0r og en sj^for som skuiie passe pa at 
vi ikke br0t noen av reglene. Vi var ikke s^ 
redde for det. IVIen de kvinnen^scmi like- 
vel ville snakke med oss og la oss ta bilde 
av dem, tok en stor sjanse. Men det er den 
eneste m^ten verden kan Ii0re deres 
historie pa. 

Det iiar liendt at kvinner som har snakket 
med journalister liar forsvunnet. Noen er 
blitt prylt, det samme liar skjedd med dem 
som liar lijulpet dem. 

FRA KJENDIS TIL INGENTING 

Sfiafika Habibi var 1 mange Sr Afghani- 
stans mest kjente kvinne. Hun var nyliets- 
oppleser pa tv, belt til Taliban tok fra henne 
jObben. 1 dag lever hun et helt anonymt-Hv. 




ige av veimene mine har tatt livet av seg. 
Noen ganger fqrgifter de bama ogsa, eller selger 
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All musikk er forbudt/ fwe^iffifitt av religi- 
ose Sanger uten akkompagnement. Biler 
er stadig utsatt for razziaer, og alle kasset- 
W^ ¥mdmlii(A stedet. Noen ganger blir 
sjaforen bundet med bandet fra sine egne 
kassetter. Alle kinoer er stengt og noen er 
blitt brent ned. Hvis noen bryter forbudene, 
blir de slatt over ryggen eller beina med en 
staiKabel 

Nar man kjorer gjennom }<atojl i dag, ser 
man tegn p§ revolusjonen overalt. For to 
ar siden var dette en vestlig inspirert by 
med m&fdm^ reMv. Unge menn gikk 
i olabukser og kvinner gikk med kjoler eller 
korte skjort. Kvinnene studerte, hadde 
jobber og kjorte bil. 
I dag ligger halvpart@n m Kabuis byg- 
ninger i ruiner. Kvinner ifort burka, mange 
av dem krigsenker, m^ tigge p^ gaten. De 
kan ikke lenger jobbe og tjene penger til 
mat. Mange sitter midt i veien og blokkerer 
trafikken, med barn i fanget. En gammel 
kvinne plukker ugress i groftekanten, noe 
som kan spises. 

Blant tiggerne er bade laerere og universi- 
tetslektorer. Nesten halvparten av byens 
1 ,2 mlllioner innbyggere f&r hjelp fra vest- 



SfiafikattlilcStlibbWf ^fttsyneti Artier. 
Hun hadde eksklusive kl^r og var gift 
med en vellykket diplomat. De bodde i et 
stort hus med tjenere. Men da kampene 
begywt®, matte de fiytte. bor Shafika 
og mannen i en kald og fuktig, gartimel 
leilighet. 

- Dette er mine minner, forteller Shafika 
og viser fram utklippsboken og fotoalbu- 
met sitt. Der er hun med langt flagrende 
h^r og kort selskapskjole i samtale med 
den tkllScferetenskepresldenten Georges 
Pompidou. Der er hun med regjerings- 
medlemmer ifort pelsk^pe og kort skjort. 
Der er hun med ektemannen, stolt og 
seivsikker, ved sin side, idag er han en 
skygge av seg selv, der han nervost 
smyger seg gjennom rommet ifert vide 
kleer og pistrete skjegg. 

- Det er teRi# ti(ter ni, hvisker han p& 
fransk. 

- Da Taliban kom, ble jeg og de 300 andre 
kvinnene som jobbet pS tv-stasjonen b&dl 
om S g^ hjem, forteller Shafika. - Ingen 
av oss regnet med at det skulle vare. 
Kvinnene er blitt sendt i under jorda, og 
det blir eit^flg teimp for § f^ i§j©n v^re 
posisjoner. 

I Taliban-regimets forste dager ble kvin- 



ner sl^tt hvis de ikke bar slor, husker hun. 
I den perioden var det best ^ holde seg 
helt innendors. Shafika hadde ikke brukt 
burka siden hun gikk skolen, og kjente 
ikke igjen venninnene siae, ikke engang 
-n^r desatt gfden av hverandre pS 
bussen. 

- Folelsen av tapt identitet er vanskelig. 
N^r jeg tar bussen, er konduktoren frekk 
og uhoflig. For smilte de og fortalte stolt at 
de hadde Shafika Habibi p& bussen sin. 
Shafika sitter pS gulvet og snakker om 
tiden for Taliban, da kvinnene i Aghani- 
stan gradvis fik* flere rettigheter. 

EN ANNEN VERDEN 

- Jeg begynte a jobbe i tv rundt 1960. Det 
var gode tider. Utviklingen var positiv for 
kvinner, helt til Taliban kom. Nar hun ser 
tilbake, iurer hun pa om hennes genera- 

' g\\<k for langt: 

- PS slutten av 70-tallet, da kommunistene 
tok over, ble alt vestlig inspirert: klaerne, 
maten, livsstilen. Men det var bare her i 
Kabul. Resten av landet, analfabetene, 
lever i en annen verden. Det som skjer n^ 
er en reaksjon pS dette. 

Bildene hennes viser utviklingen. Etter 
1992 og kommunismens fall, ble det 
innfort moderate muslimske regler. Kvin- 
ner mStte vaere tildekket, men ikke helt 
til^t. Mun viser oss et bilde der hun 
leser nyhetene ifort et skjerf over hSret. 

- Siden 1 996 virker det som om tiden har 
statt stilie, sier hun. - Mentalt er det en 
svaert vanskelig situasjon for kvinner. 
Shafika og venninne hennes har jevniige 
m0ter i huset hennes, og de er i forhand- 
linger med Taliban om §l fS utbetalt noe av 
lonnen sin, selv om de ikke kan begynne 
§ jobbe igjen. Men de fleste av Shafikas 
venner venter ikke at ting skal bli 
bedre. 70 present av den utdannede 
befolkningen har flyktet fra landet. 

- Jeg tror jeg blir, fordi jeg er en religios 
1<vinne. Jeg tror at enhver skjebne avgje- 
res av Gud. Karrieren min er over. Jeg er 
ikke lenger den jeg var. Jeg er sliten. Det 
jeg onsker na, er a gjore noe som kan 
hjeipe unge kvinner. har de ingen 
framtid. Jeg ma kjempe for dem, etlers 
mister vi en hel generasjon. 

traumahskoppvekst 

I et lite rom pS et hemmelig sted leser en 
liten pike ca fire ar hoyt fra leseboken 
sin. Hun er nervos og snubler i ordene. . 
Klassen ler, men hun fortsetter. 
Hun er elev i en undergrunnskole, en av 
de mange hundre som arrangeres 
hjemme hos privatpersoner eiter i fbrlatte 
hus. Det er et lite oppror, men det gir 
modrene hSp. L^rerne er stolte av bar- 
nas arbeider, men er ogsk livredde for at 
Taliban skal oppdage dem og stenge 
skolen. 

Byens barn har opplevd mye vondt. I lopet 
av irene med krig har 40 present mistet 
en mor eller far, 25 porsent har rrrfstet en 
bror eller soster, 95 present har sett sISs- 
sing, og mange av dem igjen har sett 
mentieskfer Wl dfipt av bomber. 73 pro- 
sent er redde tor at de vfl 60 fm de blir 
voksne. [> 
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Fersitta, en 25 ar gammel tidligere ingeni- 
0rstudent, vil at vi tar bilde av henne mens 
hun star foran speilet og sminker seg. Det 
er hennes oppror. Makeup er forbudt, selv 
om man bruker det under burkaen. 

- For OSS er dette m liten mite 4protes- 
tere pa. Vi gjor det vi kan, sier hun. 

Nar Fersitta tar av seg sloret, ser vi en 
slaende vakker ung kvinne med klar hud 
og langt, brunt hSr. Hun sminker seg ikke 
for a fa oppmerksomtiet fra menn, men for 
a styrke selvtilliten. - Jeg onsker a fa livet 
mitt tilbake og fa iov til a arbeide. 
Fersitta tinner styrke og trost hos vennin- 
nene sine. De har lasrt seg a gjenkjenne 
hverandre under burkaene ved a se pa 
skoene eller m^ten de beveger seg pa. De 
er frustrerte fordi de ikke lenger har den 
friheten som er andre kvinner forunt. 

- Vi grat da vi bie tvunget til a bruke burka. 
Det er vanskelig a ga med den, for du ser 
ikke hvor du gar. En gang da jeg hadde 
brettet ned burkaen for ikke a snuble, ble 
jeg stoppet av Taliban, som slo meg med 
en st^ikabel. Da jeg spyrt® tivordan cte 
kunne sla en kvinne. bare lo de av meg og 
slo meg igjen. Det var vondt og ydmyk- 
ende. Det var mange mennesker som sto 
og sa pk, men ingen turde a hjeipe meg. 
Fersitta var flink pa skolen og hadde 
mange drommer for framtiden. 

- Na tilbringer jeg mesteparten av tiden 



hjemme og leser. Det virker som pm ting 
blir verr6. Det ftr fiere tiggeri Ifer hver dag 
som gar. Jeg har til og med sett laerere fra 
universitetet tigge pa gaten. Det er trist og 
vanskelig a akseptere at det skal vaere 
slik. Hun grater nSr vi g^r. 
Et annet sted, i en annen leilighet, treffer 
vi Najibi (1 8) som flere ganger har vurdert 
a bega selvmord. Skolen matte hun forlate 
rett f0r eksamen. Men broren hennes f^r 
fortsatt Iov a ga. 

- Jeg var alltid den mest skoleflinke av 
OSS, sa han er fornoyd med tingenes 
tilstand. Han ler hver dag nir han drar av 
garde. 

For tre maneder side tok hun en overdose. 

- Jeg onsket virkelig a do. Jeg skrev en 
lapp til moren min, sa svelget jeg et glass 
med sovetabletter og gikk og la meg. Men 
mamma kom uventet hjem og fant lappen. 
Hun klarte k f^ meg til § kaste opp tablet- 
tene. Broren min var sint. «Neste gang fSr 
du kaste deg foran en bil sa det ser ut som 
en ulykke, sa han. « Selvmord bringer 
skam overfamilien.» 

- Selvmordsstatistikken for kvinner er 
sterkt okende, forteller en lege vi snakket 
med i Kabul. - Den vanligste metoden er 
a ta kaustisk soda. Det er et tett tilg|enge- 
lig gift, men det er en langsom og smerte- 
full mate & do pk. Mange kvinner tar ogs^ 
livet av seg med lommekniver. 



MENNF0RST 

I KaM#liP^fe«tirfli!ig lifinnfW 
kvinne som stotterTalt^n, men ellers i 
landet er millioner av mennesker glade for 
det som har skjedd. I Jalalabad, like ved 
grensen til Pakistan, st^r folket etnisk og 
kulturelt naermere de sor-afghanske stam- 
mene, der Taliban-bevegelsen begynte. 
Her er Taliban blant venner. 
Anisa (40) er jordmor p^ sytehi^t t tyfm\. 
Hun syns det er riktig at menn skal ha 
forste prioritet nar de gjelder jobb og ut- 
danning. Hun mener at Taliban bare gjen- 
innforer de tradisjonelle lover og regier, og 
at det i det lange lap er til fordel for kvin- 
nene. 

Anisa er gravid med sitt 10. barn. Hun 

innrommer at hun er heldig siden hun er 
helseutdannet og dermed kan fortsette 
a jobbe. 

- Men Taliban har lovet at nar freden kom- 

mer, vil kvinner fa utdannelse og Iov til a 
jobbe, selv om det blir under «muslimske» 
betingelser. Det er bra at kvinner har jobb. 
Men nar det ikke er nok jobber, m^ menn 
fa dem, mener hun. 

- 1 det afghanske samfunnet har mannen 
mye ansvar. De ma ta vare pa andre. De 
ma tjene penger. Koranen krever at kvin- 
nen skal vsere tilslort, ikke at de ma bruke 
burka. Men burka er v^r tradisjon. Det er 
viktigst k bruke den i store byer, hvor det 
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[unget til a brake burka, 
id den, 

ikkehvordi^^ 

er mange fremmede. I sm& landsbyer ser 
du nesten ingen kvinner med burka. Da er 
de er Want familie og naboer. 
Vi spor Anisa om kvinnene i Kabul; de 
som har mistet jobben og bekymrer seg 
for framtiden. 

- 1 KabtM v®r ifwibygg©rne venner med 
russerne og ble p^virket av det vestlige, 
sier hun. Og legger til at i Jalalabad er det 
bare fern prosent av kvinnene som klager. 
- Taliban er opptatt av kvinners rettigheter. 
Det er viktig for dem at vi er forneyde. 
Afghianske menn liker kvinner. De vil at vi 
ska! ha det bra. 

Politimesteren i Jalalabad er ogsa opptatt 
av ^ forklare eventuelle misforst^elser. 
Mens vi snakker med ham, er det vanske- 
^ i la vsere se pS veggen over skrivebor- 
det hans, der det henger et tykt laerbelte 
med treh^ndtak. Det er til avstraffelser, 
men ikke alvorlige avstraffelser, forklarer 
assistenten hans hjelpsomt. Det «ordent- 
lige» har st^l inni. 

Politimesteren, Maulawi Niq Mohammed, 
sier at kvinner skal «leve som grever i 
hjemmet sitt». De kan velge sin ektemann 
og sine eiendeler. Mannens ansvar er 
a S0rge for at kvinnen har alt hun trenger. 
Vl^^ lyst til & sperre om kvinners rettig- 
heter under Taliban-regimet, men Moham- 
med er mer opptatt av ^ snakke om sex 
og korrupsjon i Vesten. 




Vi horer at vestlige kvinner har mange 
kjaerester, sier han, og vi skjonner p^ 
sporsmSlene at han tror at alle vestlige 
kvinner tar med seg kjaeresten sin hjem til 
mannens hus og har sex med dem der. At 
de drar fra mennene sine, bryter opp 
familier, har mange kjaerlighetsbarn og lar 
mennene sitte alene nkr de blir gamle. Det 
nyt^r i^e,|djfH»4er&ined ham. 

RUSSil^^^KYLD 

Tilbake i Kabul snakker vi med viseuten- 
riksministeren, som hevder at det er rus- 
serne som er skyld i alle problemene. 



- Vi har for mange analfabeter, sier han. 

- Det eneste som nytter er en fuHstendig 
rekonstruksjon av landets ckonomi, med 
vestlig hjelp. Forbudet mot at kvinner skal 
fd arbeide og ta utdannetse er bare mki- 
lertidig, hevder han, i likhet med alle de 
andre i Taliban vi snakket med. 

For Sharifa, som er vaskehjelp i Kabul, 
hjelper det lite A lose problemer pS et 
politisk plan. Hun sliter med akutt d^rlig 
okonomi. I fjor m^tte hun ^ tigge p^ ga- 
ten. Det var ikke lenger noen jobber S fS. 
Vi f&r lov til k komme inn i leiligheten 
hennes og ta bilder av henne, men foto- 
grafen mk skjule seg bak en burka n^r 
hun Qkf inn f bygnin^n. Sharifa er bare 
40 kr, men ser ut som om hun er minst 
50. Haret er matt, ansiktet er dradd og 
tennene ratne. Hun bor sammen med fern 
dotre - den eldste er 25 - og sitt yngste 
barn, en sonn pa tre ar, som stadig dun- 
ker hodet i gulvet og apenbart er psykisk 
utviklingshemmet. 

Sharifa forteller hvordan hun fikk vaske- 
jobb gjennom et illegalt firma. Lonnen er 
d^rlig, men hun slipper i hvert fall k tigge. 
Mange av vennene hennes har tatt livet 
av seg. 

- Det skjer ofte n^r kvinnene ikke har mat 
til familien sin. De blander gift i maten, og 
noen ganger forgifter de barna sine ogs^. 
Mange selger ogsk barna sine. Ikke fordi 
de ikke er glad i dem, men fordi de ikke 
har rSd til I beholde dem. 

Selgerne p^ markedene i Kabul bekrefter 
at dette skjer: 

- De h^per at hvis de kan selge ett av 
barna, kanskje en datter som kan bli en 
god hustru, har de rkd til mat til seg selv 
og de andre barna, forteller en av kles- 
selgerne. 

En annen selger forteller at han en gang 
sk en far med to barn, en sonn og en 
datter, som han tigget forbipasserende om 
a kjope. En taxisj^rted seg omsider 
k hjeipe ham. Da han tok med seg barna 
over gaten, rev den ni^rige jenta seg fri for 
A lepe tilbake til faren - og havnet under 
hjulene pS en tastebil full av Taliban-solda- 
ter. Soldatenene hoppet gr^tende ut av 
bilen: «Vi har drept datteren din, na kan du 
drepe oss,» sa de. Faren overs4 dem, han 
bare grep hardt tak i sonnen sin. «Deg 
slipper jeg aldri,» sa han. 
Til tross for alle forbudene blir det stadig 
flere tiggere og prostituerte 1 Kabul. Kvin- 
ner gjor hva som heist for k f^ penger til 
mat, selv om de kan bli straffet med de- 
den. 

Vi spurte Sharifa hviike h§p hun hadde 
for framtiden. I likhet med de andre kvin- 
nene vi snakket med, ensker hun seg 
mest av alt fred. 

- Det er bare fred som kan en siutt 
de politiske og okonomiske problemene. 
Men vi trenger ogs^ retten til k protestere. 
Den rettigheten har de tatt fra oss. 
Taliban styrer med jernh^nd, og folket 

i Kabul skjelver av frykt under deres 
strenge regime. Men de har klart k ik 
kvinnene til AIM mer oppmerksomme p^i 
sine rettigheter enn noen gang fer. Kvinner 
som aldri vil akseptere k leve sine liv 
i skyggen av samfunnet. kk 
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Iran's war on fundamentalism 



TEHRAN 



Iran's president is challenging Islamist militant at home, but there are no 
easy answers m die eoaiUet with^^y^hans naKt d€>or 

FIRST his own, then Af^anistan's: ever Backing this up, tens of thousands of army 
since he became Iran's president a year and Revolutionary Guard troops have been 
ago, Muhammad Khatami has had to con- deployed along the Afghan border in Kho- 
tend with Islamic extremists. Now, in two rasan province. Mr Khatami has said 
unlinked events, he has declared open war mildly that he hopes "we will not be forced 
on Mainistwgfttfite gioups athomctndis to resort to non-diplomatic methods." Less 
half-threatening the Taliban militants mildly, Qods, a newspaper run by a power- 
across the border. But while he has a fair ful group in Khorasan, has called on the 
chance of undermining his domes- 
tic fundamentalists, a military inter- 
vention in Afghanism could be di- 
sastrous for Iran. 

Iranians argue that were they to 
strike at A^anistan, «s the Ameri- 
cans did, at suspected terrorist 
Camps there last month, they would 
h^ve a better right than America had 
t-j claim self-defence. Ten Iranian 
d iplomats and a journalist were cap- 
tured by Taliban forces last month; 
th(^ may still be held hostage or, 
n lore probably, they may have been 
'idlled. Dozens of other Iranians, 
mainly truck drivers, are impris- 
oned in Afghanistan, accused of car- 
rying weapons to the Afghan govern- 
ment forces that Iran supports in 
their losing battle with the Taliban. 

Iran argues that its national secu- 
rity is threatened by theTaliban. The 
movement, it argues, is serving the 
interests of America, Pakistan and 
Saudi Afabia by curtailing die con- 
^istendDle influence that Iran once 
commanded in Afghanistan. Fol- 
lowing this line of reasoning, and ig- 
noring 1^ month's missile strike, 
Iran's state radio proclaims that 
"America has practically entered a proxy 
war with the A^han people" and is respon- 
sible for "all tfie genocide" taking place 
there. Above all, Shia Muslim Iranians ab- 
hor the "rigid-minded and retrograde" 
Sunni Muslim Taliban, and fear an ethnic- 
deansing campaign against tiie ^fi Ifii- 
Mority in Afghanistan— which would 
prompt a new influx of refugees into Iran, 
to add to the 1.5m already there. 

Under pressure to get the diplomats re- 
leased, the Iranian govemment has issued 
^nly veiled Jhreats of military action. 




Iran's holy watriors mardiing as to war 



govemment to set up a militia of Afghan 
refugees at the frontier to fight the Taliban. 

But Iran is acutely aware that it is not a 
superpower: it cannot get away with an at- 
tack as easily as the Americans did with 
their missile strike. Various politicians 
have tiled to codl die excitement. "Afghani- 
stan is a quagmire, as the Soviets experi- 
enced it," said Kamal Kharrazi, Iran's for- 
eign minister. "We are trying to resolve this 
pfobleim: with prudence, and in a calcu- 
feed vtfay," added Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, a former president and still a pow- 



erful voice in Iran. 

On September 4th, the Iranian govem- 
ment gave the Taliban a week to say what 
has happened to the missing diplomats. 
But it is not at all clear what it will do when 
the deadline passes. Iran's fear is that the 
dispute will continue indefinitely, possibly 
as an extremely tense stand-off. 

The aversion that Iranians feel for the 
Taliban's interpretation of Islam may have 
something to do with their experience of Is- 
lamist repression at home. One of the most 
humiliadng aspects of life in the Islamic re- 
public has been the intrusion of Islamist 
vigilantes. Claiming to be guardians of the 
1979 Islamic revolution, the vigilantes 
wage a constant and violent campaign to 
eradicate all signs of "decadent" western 
culture. They harass unmarried couples, at- 
tack cinemas showing films thq^ 
deem unlslamic and beat up those 
who disagree with them. 

The vigilantes have become even 
more aggressive this past year, as 
they try to reverse Mr Khatami's re- 
form programme. They ransack lib- 
eral newspapers. They break up 
street demonstrations. And recently 
they have been dismpting sermons 
by liberal-minded clerics. Until now, 
they have got away with it. The con- 
servative authorities have either 
looked the other way or che^'id 
them on. Mr Khatami, trying to 
avoid open conflict with his politi- 
cal opponents, has not dared to do 
much, except call gently for an end to 
violence. That has further embold- 
ened the extremists. 

Last week, they assaulted two 
leading moderates, close to Mr Kha- 
tami, who were attending Friday 
prayers at Tehran University. Ata- 
oll^ Mohajerani, the culture minis- 
ter and govemment spokesman, had 
his finger hurt; Vice-President Ab- 
doUah Nouri was kicked and had his 
turban knocked off. The president, 
enraged at last, ordered a crackdown 
on the vigilantes, saying: '^e cannot toler- 
ate the propagation of violence, v^oever it 
comes fronL The autfiorities mtist not 
dither or show mercy." Coming out in sup- 
port of the president, Iran's spiritual leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, ordered the po- 
lice, v^o are under his command, to arrest 
the culprits. By going too far, the vigilantes 
may have destroyed themselves. The Tal- 
iban, in seizing Iran's diplomats, may have 
also gone too &r. But h«re, Iran's opticMas 
are^er. 
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Taliban troops 
claim to have 
taken key town 



THE ruling Taliban army 
said yesterday that it had 
seized a key stronghold, Ba- 
miyan, in central Afghani- 
stan from a northern alliance 
of opposition forces. How-, 
ever the claim could not bel 
confirmed immediately. 1 

The Taliban and its north- 
ern-based enemies are fight- 
ing on several fronts. The Ta- 
liban army, which has vowed 
to restore peace in the war- 
ravaged country and trans- 
form Afghanistan into an 
Islamic state, has made pro- 
gress in recent weeks. 

Meanwhile Iran escalated 
its feud with the Taliban, 
saying it would conduct exer- 
cises on the xA.fghan border, 
with an unprecedented 
200,000 troops. 

Taliban sources said the 
Bamiyan valley and town, 
where more than 300,000 
Shia Hazaras had sheltered 
from the Taliban onslaught, 
fell to their troops yesterday 
morning. 

The TaHban had been 
advancing on the town after 
capturing the northern city 
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of Mazar-i-Sharif last month. 
The Taliban massacred up to 
6.000 Hazaras in Mazar. and 
last night United Nations 
officials said that they feared 
the Taliban would perpetrate 
another massacre in 
Bamiyan. 

Yesterday the Iranian 
President, Mohammed Kha- 
tami, said: *'VVhat the Tali- 
ban are now committing in 
-Vfiihanistan are outright war 



By Ahmed Rashid in Lahore 



crimes and international 
bodies should not remain 
inactive and silent.** 

Teheran Radio accused the 
Pakistan air force of assist- 
ing the Taliban advance bv 

hitting the town with mis- 
siles and cluster bombs. 

Pakistan has given sub- 
stantial military aid to the 
Taliban, but has always 
denied direct involvement. 

The mainly Shia Hazaras 
have been backed by Shia- 
dominated Iran, which said 
on Saturday that it would be 
sending more troops to the 
Afghan border, where 
200,000 soldiers will assem- 
ble to begin exercises along a 
300-mile front on Sept 23. 

Seventy thousand Iranian 
troops are already at the bor- 
der and carried out a three- 
day exercise last week. 

The Taliban asked the 
international community to 
defuse the crisis with Iran, 
but refused to apologise to 
Iran for the murder of 10 dip- 
lomats in Mazar last month. 

The victims* bodies will be 
flown to Teheran tomorrow, 
where their burial is likely to 
cause an emotional public 
reaction and more pressure 
on the Iranian government to 
invade xAfghanistan, or at 
least punish the Taliban. 
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Taliban seize 
idolatrous' 
Buddha icons 



FEARS ARE growing for the fate 
of two giant statues of Buddha 
in central Afghanistan after 
the region in which they stand 
was seized at the weekend bv 
the country's fundamentalist 
Islamic militia. 

The two 200ft-high statues 
dominate the horizon above 
the trenches and bunkers being 
dug in Bamiyan, which the Tal- 
iban overran last weekend. 

Recognised by archaeolo- 
gists as one of the greatest con- 
struction works of antiquity, 
the Buddhas of Bamiyan were 
hewn from rough sandstone 
about 1,800 years ago. 

At least one Taliban com- 
mander has pledged to destroy 
them, saying such representa- 
tions were idolatrous and 
offensive to Islam. 

He has been overruled by 
more moderate Taliban offi- 
cials, but the murder of nine 
Iranian diplomats by Taliban 
troops last month shows the 
Taliban leaders often have dif- 
ficulty controlling their more 
extreme elements. 

Until the weekend, Bamiyan 
was held by the opposition 
Hezb-i-Wahdat faction. With the 
veteran commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood's stronghold in 
the north-east, it was one of the 
last areas outside the Taliban's 
control. With its fall on Sunday 
the opposition forces are in al- 
most total disarray. 

The fate of the statuses may 
be affected by the Taliban need 



By Jason Burke 
in Islamabad 



for international recognition. 
Many realise that the destruc- 
tion of the Buddhas would play 
badly on the global stage. 
Presently only three nations 

- Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates - 
have recognised the Taliban as 
the legitimate government of 
Afghanistan. The country's 
seat at the United Nations is 
still held by Bumahuddin Rab- 
bani, the ousted president. 

Last year the UN, prompted 
by leaders of Buddhist coun- 
tries, called on the Taliban to 
respect the Bamiyan monu- 
ments. They were assured by 
senior officials in Kandahar - 
the southern Afghan city that is 
the headquarters of the Taliban 

- that the Koran obliged them 
to respect the holy places of 
other faiths. 

A strong faction within the 
Taliban, however, believes thev 
are now conducting a Jihad 
(Holy War). "One effect of the 
recent American missile 
strikes has been to radicalise 
the Taliban. They feel that 
Islam is under threat and that 
attacks against any target 
deemed to be non-Islamic is jus- 
tified," said Kamaal Khan, a 
Pakistani political analyst. 

Iran has deployed 200,000 
troops on the western firontier 
of Afghanistan, ostensibly for 
military exercises. The Taliban 



have reinforced their defences, 
distributed weapons to local vil- 
lagers, moved about 25,000 
troops to the border and 
deployed 30 mid-range rockets 
and 16 Stinger missiles. 

The recent crisis, brought to 
a head by the killing of the Iran- 
ian diplomats, has its roots in 
the complex system of al- 
liances. Iran, dominated by 
Shia Muslim clerics, has sup- 
ported the Shia Hezb-i-Wah- 
dat faction against the Sunni 
Muslim Taliban. The leader of 
the Hezb-i-Wahdat fled 
Bamiyan on Sunday to Iran. 

Iran is demanding that the 
Taliban apologise for the mur- 
der of the diplomats and send 
their killers to Iran for trial. So 
far the Taliban have refused. 
Neither have the Taliban 
responded to requests for the 
release of a further 30 Iranians 
held prisoner in Kandahar 

There have been reports 
that retreating Hezb-i-Wahdat 
fighters massacred dozens of 
Taliban prisoners in Bamiyan. 

Taliban sources claim that 
an Iranian general is training 
more than 12,000 Afghan 
refugees in four camps just 
inside the border 

Never the less, the Taliban 
believe that the Iranians are 
merely sabre-rattling. "They 
know that to attack would unify 
the whole of Afghanistan 
against them and risk war in 
the whole region," said one 
senior Taliban. 
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By Barbara Crossette 

New York Times Service 

UMTED NATIONS, New York — 
Someone from the delegation with the 
sign that says ''Afghanistan" made a 
speech in the General Assembly. But he 
wasn't a representative of the people 
who run the country. 

Just miles away in his small office in a 
third-floor walk-up in Queens, New 
York, the representative of the Taleban, 
which now controls all but one comer of 
one province of Afghanistan — and has 
ruled the capital, Kabul, for two years — 
was still waiting to be heard. 

' 'The United Nations is using the seat 
of Afghanistan as a tool of pressure on an 
Islamic emirate to change its policies 
and to impose on it a kind of coalition 
government that will be consequently a 
secular government," said Abdul Ha- 
keen Mujahid, the Taleban 's most im- 
portant diplomat. ' 'This is their goal. ' ' 

It won't work, said Mr. Mujahid, 41, 
who was bom under an Afghan mon- 
archy, fled a Communist takeover and 
joined one of the more moderate move- 
ments that sent holy warriors to fight the 
Soviet Army before joining the radical 
Islamic movement and became its am- 
bassador-in-waiting here. 

"One of the particularities of Afghan 
people is that no one can impose their will 
upon them," he said, in an understate- 
ment of several hundred years of history. 
' 'The people of Afghanistan are very free 
people and they are making their de- 
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cisions by themselves." Other nations 
will come around, he added, "once they 
realize that the Taleban Islamic move- 
ment, a grassroots movement, arose from 
the people of Afghanistan. ' ' 

"Our priority is that we bring peace 
and security inside Afghanistan," he 
said, adding that the defeat of the re- 
maining forces of the American-backed 
mujahidin armies was the movement's 
first priority. 

He was reading through his overnight 
faxes from Kandahar, the Taleban's spir- 
itual capital. Religious scholars there re- 
searched the holy books to consider how 
much of a woman's heiad must be 
covered — they did not mle out an 
uncovered face. 

They also examined whether one Is- 
lamic nation, in this case Afghanistan, 
had the right to defend itself against 
another Islamic nation, Iran, and with the 
help of non-Islamic outsiders. The an- 
swer was an unambiguous yes. 

On his second tour in New York — he 
was the Taleban's ambassador in 
Pakistan for about six months this year — 
Mr. Mujahid has brought his family. 

His wife, Khatoon, was a village girl, 
he said, representative of the very con- 
servative society that dominated rural 
Afghanistan before the Taleban existed, 
and where the movement finds its deep- 
est support. 

They have five children, only one a 
daughter, Zakira, a 10-year-old. He is 
searching for an Islamic school for her 
that is not coeducational. The boys will 



go to American public schools, hp said. 

The Taleban has been unpopu&r with 
women's groups, human hghk orga- 
nizations and many governments for its 
efforts to impose its puritan vision of 
society on Afghans, and it has been 
reviled even by the Iranians for giving 
Islam an out-of-date image, if not a bad 
name. It has not been able to budge either 
the General Assembly credentiads com- 
mittee, which decides who holds UN 
seats, or the powerful governments be- 
hind it, most of all the United States. 

UN officials are in a bind. They find it 
hard to work in Afghanistan within the 
confines of the Taleban's discriminatory 
mles against women, and agree with 
much of the criticism of the movement. 
Yet officials say that they believe that 
intemational recognition might change 
the movement's distrust and hostihty 
toward the outside world. 

Afghanistan continues to be repre- 
sented officially here by the remains of 
the defeated and largely exiled govem- 
ment of Burhanuddin Rabbani, whose 
deputy foreign minister, Abdullah Ab- 
dullah, spoke Tuesday. Mr. Mujahid 
called the situation ridiculous. 

' 'To keep the seat of Afghanistan in 
the hands of the personal representatives 
of Rabbani is not justice," he said. "It is 
not fair. It is not according to the mles or 
the principles of the United Nations." 

Mr. Mujahid added: "These realities 
will be accepted one day, once people 
realize that these warlords couldn't rep- 
resent the people of Afghanistan." 
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Just Another Crisis 



The trouble with oil in Asia is that 
finding it or selling it often means 
operating in the most confounded of 
places. In the nearly three decades that 
United States-based oil giant Unocal has 
operated in the region, it has come to 
recog^iSDe iife iHis: Bftt titey htve recfentiy 
come into ^trp iotm for the world's 
largci;t ccmpany solely involved in oil- 
exploration and production. 

On August 20, in the wake of the U.S. 
re^mtory bombings in Afghanistan, 
Unocal halt^ indefinitely all work on 
pipelines it was planning to build through 
the country to link the oil-rich Caspian 
Sea to markets in Asia. Although it has 
a»mnitted little money to tbe projects, 
Unocal represents international consorti- 
ums planning a $1.9 billion, 1,500-kilo- 
metre gas pipeline and a $2.5 billion, 
l,650-k&(nBetre oil pipeline. He lialt will 
- postpone the pipelines' {^impletion to ii'ell 
into the next century. 

The pipeline delays in Afghanistan 
came just eight days after U.S.-based 
Atlantic Richfield Co. announced it was 
puUing out of Burma. That leaves Unocal 
in an unenviable position: It is the only 
major U.S. oil company still operating in 
that country, where it is helping to de- 
velop the Yadana offshore gas field. 
Activists in the U.S. hailed Atlantic 
Richfield's move as a victory for their cam- 
paign to deter American companies from 
wcsidEig in Burma. Despite mountiiig po> 
'Htical pressure to pull out— which analysts 
expect win grow — Unocal Chairman Roger 
Beach said on August 20 his company 
wofM stay put. 

Biit 'ifs not all doom and gloom. The 
company announced on August 24 that 
an oil discovery made the previous week 
off East Kalimantan in Indonesia was giish- 
ii^ at a test rate of 10,000 barrels a day — 
a huge strike by any standard, and poten- 
tially the coimtry's biggest deep-water find. 
The area. Chairman Beach said, "will be 
a key component of Unocal's long-term 
growth strategy." 

Hie relationship with Indonesia is not 
entirely smooth, though. The Indonesian 
government has been late in paying Unocal 
$11 million for power deliveries from the 
company's Salak power plant, about 100 



kilometres south of Jakarta. What's more, 
the company admits in its latest six-month 
results statCTient that its foreign-exchange 
losses in Indonesia and Thailand cut first- 
half international earnings to $77 million, 
down 50% from a year earlier. 

Company officials stress the long term, 
noting tiiat Unocal has survived political 
and ecor-cmic difficulties in Asia before, 
including problems triggered by the 1986 
overthrow of the Marcos regime in the 
Philippines. 




Unocal boss Roger leach: The focus on Asia 
wW be maintained. 



"We are working through the problems. 
Our focus on Asia has not changed," says 
Barry Lane, the company's spokesman in 
El Segimdo, California. 

Such assvirances, however, have not 
comforted credit agencies. In May, 
Standard & Poor's lowered its overall 
outlook on the company and its subsidiar- 
ies to negative from stable, citing its expo- 
sure to Asia's economic crisis. Moody's 
has assigned a negative outlook to the com- 
pany's debt for the same reason. 

But most analysts believe the company 
is right to focus on new markets in Asia, 
despite the political and economic risks. 
"The credit agencies are totally off," says 
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Shawn Reynolds, an oil analyst at Lehman 
Brothers in New York. "Oil is the one 
sector where in Asia, as elsewhere, gov- 
ernments will ensure the oil flows in order 
to earn foreign exchange." 

Others point to tile fact that Unocal, 
which began operating in Asia in the early 
1970s, is arguably the most competitive 
U.S. exploration company in the region. 
"Their position is stronger in Asia than 
anywhere else, despite a f^ hiccups re- 
cently," says Mark Giknan, an oil analyst 
at ING Baring Furman Selz in New York. 

In any case, Unocal long ago nailed its 
colours td tiie Asian mail. FoiJr of the six 
areas worldwide where the company 
expects to grow are in Asia: Central Asia, 
offshore Indonesia, South Asia and 
Thailand-Burma-Vietnam. In 1997, half of 
its total oil production of 197,000 barrels 
a day and 43% of its total gas production 
of 1.9 billion cubic feet a day come from 
Asia. And those proportions will rise in 
future, based on current estimates of its 
oil and gas reserves. 

Last year, Unocal President John Imle 
made Singapore his base. It's also the head- 
quartefSHtor lfee Company's iswventures 
group for Southeast Asia, which employs 
more than 5,000 people through wholly 
and jointly owned projects. Unocal expects 
to begin natural-gas production from fields 
in Burma and Bangladesh in December. It 
already has 11 oil and gas fields in the 
Gulf of Thailand, where it has operated 
since 1981, and it's also exploring for oil 
and gas in Vietnam, Brunei and China. In 
June, it acquired a 26% uiterest in India's 
Hindustan Oil Exploration as part of efforts 
to expand its exploration activities in that 
coimtry. It's also active in power-supply 
projects in China and India. 

"They are actually looking at acquir- 
ing new assets in Asia since the economic 
crisis began," notes Gilman. "They look 
on the region as an area of opportimity." 

Wall Street investors remain unenthu- 
siastic, though. Unocal's shares (listed on 
the New York Stock Exchange) have 
traded evenly at about $25 over the last 
six months, and the market barely reacted 
to the August 24 announcement of test 
rates for the new discovery in Indonesia. 
But Reynolds of Lehman Brothers says 
the company's decision to invest heavily 
in Asia isn't likely to change. "The com- 
pany is large enough to withstand short- 
term problems like political instability," 
he says. "In fact it is among the best- 
positioned to take advantage of new op- 
portunities in Asia." ■ Bruce Gilley 
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Fragile nations brace themselves and regional 
allies realign as Tran inches closer to war with 
Afghanistan's Taliban 



1^ iluneci Rashid ki Londmi and Islamabad 

Not since the break-up of the Soviet 
Union has C«attmi -Asia trodden on 
such dangerous ground. Iran, with 
70,000 troops in place along its border, is 
poised to invade Afghanistan unless the 
Ta&m — &e Islamic revivalist raovment 
that has captured most of that country — 
turns over 10 diplomats Iran has accused 
•Sit of kidnapping. 

" ■ • The confrontation pits two branches of 
^iam— the Suimi Muslim Taliban and Slua 
Iran — ^and a complex web of international 
alliances and ethnic divisions that have 
formed around the protagonists. The Tali- 
ban is backed by Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan, and reviled by Russia and the 
Central Asian states. How the stand-off 
plays out could have a profound impact 
across the region. 

i Adding to the p^l^ty are the after- 
shocks of the Ai^^rt 10 American cruise- 
H;|jaissile attack on presumed terrorist 
V training camps in Taliban-controlled 
^^JBOP^ of A%hanistan. Amid fears of 
;;^pnsals, Westam investment in oil 
^-^d gas projects — crucial to the frag- 
ile economies of Central Asia — has 
• begim to dry up. The attacks have 
I stoked anti-American feeling and 
■fislamic fundamentaUsm, an luc^'easing 
threat to the stability of governments 
in the region. 

The U.S. strike has led Pakistan, 
' A^ch like Saudi Arabia is a traditional 
ally of the U.S., to wonder if the 
Americans have suddenly switched 
^^ides. The targeted camps were 
^ Ib^lieved to be used by Saudi funda- 
ynentalist Osama bin Laden, whom the 
f^S. holds responsible for attacks on 
• 



its embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. But 
the strike marked the first time that U.S. 
forces have acted against Sunni Islamic 
fundamentalism, rather than its old enemy, 
Shia extremism, represented by Iran. 

As a result of the strike, America — 
previously a tacit supporter of the Tali- 
ban — is seen as siding wilh tiie forces 
arrayed against the Taliban, inducing Rus- 
sia, the Central Asian states, and, ironi- 
cally, former arch-foe Iran. This has led to 
an upsurge in domestic fundamentalism 
and heavy pressure on U.S. aUies to take 
an an ti- American stance. 

Washington's two strategic partners in 
the Sunni MusUm world — Pakistan and 
Sai*di.Arabia-»-find themselves isolated in 
the regioii and in ccmtradiction with Wash- 
ington over their support for the Taliban. 
"The entire region is seeing a major 
reshuffle of alUances and interests," says 
a former Pakistani foreign minister. 
"Everyone will lose by this U.S. action, 
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fimimmM wm Iranian troops at 
manoeuvres near the Afghan border. 

but Pakistan has lost the most." {See story 
on page 20.) 

Ev&a. before the Iranian diplomats went 
missing on August 9, tension between Iran 
and Afghanistan was nearing fever pitch. 
Smce July, the Taliban has captured one 
city after the next in the Iran-backed area 
of northern Afghanistan. The Taliban's 
successes appear to have emboldened bin 
Laden, who stepped up his "war" against 
the U.S. in August. 

Neighbouring countries charge that 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are largely 
responsible for the Tahban's advance. 
"The Taliban's military successes are 
only possible because of the active 
involvement of Pakistan's army units 
and air force," Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Boris Pastukhov said 
on August 13. Western and Asian 
diplomats allege that the Taliban 
receives funding and technical help 
from Pakistan, home to millions of 
Sunni-Muslim refugees from Afghani- 
stan. Pakistan denies aiding the Tali- 
ban. 

Within Iran, there have been con- 
fUcting indications as to whether an 
invasion of iygfeamstan is imminent. 
Maj.-Gen. Yahya Rahim Safavi, com- 
mander of Iran's Revolutionary 
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Guards, said on September 3 his country 
won't tolerate *'the &p&n or secret inter- 
ference of foreign powers in its neighbour- 
ing countries." The Taliban reply was 
equally belligerent. "If Iran attacks, the 
flames of war will cover Iran and its rulers 
will suffer fr©m its grave consequences," 
said a spokesman. 

Iran's spiritual guide, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, has played down the possibil- 
ity of conflict. But, in anotiier bit of irony, 
the U.S. missile launch has given any in- 
v<iSii;ii I<y uaii a suiL of coiiveiiiexii legiti- 
macy: On September 5, borrowing the 
argument used by Washington when it 
launched its missile, Iran that under 
international law and the United Nations' 
Charter it has the right to take "all neces- 
sary action" to defend itself. 

If the Iranian diplomats are not found 
and released, the most likely scenario is 
that Teheran would arm the thousands 
of anti-Taliban Afghan fighters who have 
taken refifge in Iran. This army couM then 
attempt to form an anti-Taliban strong- 
hold along the border by recapturing 
Herat, a city in western Afghanistan. From 
there, Iran could try to ektend iie 
corridor to Bamiyan — home to Shik 
Muslims of an ethnic- Afghan minority 
called Hazara and one of the only 
important remaining centres of anti- 



Taliban resistance in Afghanistan. 

Although the TaliMfi has officially 
denied the kidnappings, Pakistan claims it 
is doing its utmost to free Iran's diplo- 
mats. Nevertheless, Teheran has accused 
Islamabad of being insincere and Iran- 
Pakistan relations have sunk to a new low. 
UN sources in New York say Iran informed 
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan that it 
suspects Pakistani and Arab extremists 
fightmg alongside the Taliban captured the 
diplomats and killed them. 

Beyond the issue of reiurniag losi dip- 
lomats, though, Iran may want retribution 
for Hazaras killed by the TaHban on 
August 9 when it captured the northern 
anti-TaUban stronghold of Mazar-e-Sharif. 
The area had been held by Uzbek and 
Shia Hazara forces of the anti-Taliban al- 
tota^. According to Amnesty International 
and UN sources, the Taliban massacred 
more than 2,000 Hazaras there. 

Fearing guerrilla attacks, a tlood of asy- 
lum-seeking Afghan refugees and internal 
Islamic insurgency, Central Asian cotm- 
tries have begun to take precautions. The 
foreign and defence ministers of Kazakh- 
stan, Kirgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Tajiki- 
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Stan met Russian officials on August 25 to 
coordinate a joint military and politicai 
plan to keep the Taliban tram adhrandng 
into other territories. All these states still 
recognize the anti-Taliban alliance as the 
official government of Afghanistan. 

Tajikistan and Uzbekistan have put their 
armies on maximian alert and closed their 
borders. Moscow has sent additional trpops 
to Central Asian countries that border 
Afghanistan. Russia and the Central Asian 
states have also begun a major jouit air 
exercise to protect their common airspace 
against possible Taliban air incursions. 

In Tajikistan, a fragile UN-brokered 
peace between the government and the 
Islamic opposition appears to be breaking 
down after less than a year. The pact, 
which ended a five-year civil war, started 
crumbling after four UN staff were killed 
m July and the UN peacekeeping mission 
reduced its presence. Again, neighbmifs 
blame Pakistan: The Uzbek and Tajik presi- 
dents refused to meet a high-ranking Paki- 
stani envoy sent to appease them, and on 
August 25 Tajikistan deported four Paki- 
stanis for distributing pro-Taliban litera- 
ture at mosques in the capital Dushanbe. 

Russia has enough to contend with in 
quelling Islannc ftOidamentalism in its own 
h«ii-tland. In the Caucasus, the self- 
declared Chechen Islamic Republic called 
for strikes against U.S. targets. "Russian 
policy in the north Caucasus is in crisis 
because of lili Utoie upsurge," says Ali 
Fatullayev, an adviser to the government 
of Daghestan, an autonomous repubUc in 
the Caucasm where fundamental insur- 
gency is strongest 

Even Turkey, a loft^toe ally of Paki- 
stan, has for the first time called for action 
against the TaUban. "The Taliban should 
be stopped in Afghanistan, otherwise it is 
likely to cause worrying reMts tte 
region," Ahat Anidcan, minister of state 
for foreign affairs, said at the end of 
August. 

The danger of Islamic insurgency and 
a potential conflict between Iran and 
Afghanistan isn't confined to Asia. It could 
also badly hurt Western companies, which 
have invested around $10 bilUon since 
1992 in the development of oil and gas 
fields and pipeline projects. 

After the missile, strike, U.S. oil giant 
Unocal suspended plans to build a con- 
troversial gas pipeline that would go from 
Turkmenistan across Afghanistan to 
Pakistan. It also pulled staff from Islama- 
bad. 

Unocal's pullout virtually ends U.S. 
attempts to export Central A^an en- 
ergy eastwards through pipeHni^ litat 
avoid Iran. It also kills the only lever- 
age that Washington had over Hie TaH- 
ban. It seems like an abrupt about- 
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face: Just nine mcm&s ago, the U.S. sym- 
pathized with the Taliban because of its 
anti-Iran stance; it acquiesced in Pakistani 
and Saudi support for the Taliban, even 
though it knew that bin Laden was well 
ensconced with them, and it gave full back- 
ing to the Unocal pipeline project. 

Aside from the terrorist threat, a dra- 
matic slump in oil demand in the Far East 
and low global oil prices have also dam- 
aged Central Asian pipeline projects, 
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. Shksct SUiwa m New bettti 

The 73 cruise missiles unleashed by 
U.S» warships against presumed ter- 
|:;torist training camps in Afghanistan did 
^ mom ibm destroy their targets. They 
|tr^^«gd ^ M^ia^ ftai^teMMst back- 
»^^h that threatens Pakistan's crisis-hit 
?%overnment and makes it difficult 
llpoliticaUy for Prime Minister Nawaz 
^hartf?^l& sicoept 4emBM^ cm nuclear 
^fiapons-control made by his coimtry's 
traditional ally, the United States. 
^Wln fact, at the end of August, Paki- 
stan's ^ime minister dropped a cruise 
riiiissile' tsi Im xnm Mi is^t»iyi0ed an 
^islamic bill in pariiament, which if passed 
i^gwffl give sweeping powers to the gov- 
^OTment ^'to proscribe what is right and 
0qAM ititat is wrong," according to its 
Isown iifterpretation of the Koran. 
4'Superior-court judgments could be dis- 
:|.regarde^ by an executive order, civil 
Pr^^ ao^ press freedom could be curbed 
l^seeS^karpotitic^liirties &at are con- 

iorec^ioiti-klamic could be banned. 
^^iifG^^bservers and Pakistanis alike 
Sk'desp&OLte attempt by the 
le^ll^ijstiri^td ensure his own siir- 
i b^conc|iitratiiiitg in the gdy- 
hiffidsb^e result, say critics, 
snl^ibe^.die speedier meltdown of a 
^t^try^already: teetering on the brink 
|[i^an^E3q)tcy and bitteily divided aOdiig 
^ linesi ci etfa]Qidt|r atti J^iainic 
lar values. 
I^l^f^xisition politicians and the media 
traditional Mamie rule could even 
Iea3 to a dvil war. "Sharif is eaiSng for 
reak-up of the country and the end 
kfteconstitution," says Ajmal Khattak, 
I^|leade3;;ipf rthe Awami National Party, 
'^tjllyrpf Sharif untU August. "This k 
Sie^heniy and d^icts Sharif s Taliban- 



exacting a crippling effect on Central 
Asia's already weak economies. Virtually 
bankrupt, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan, 
in particular, are desperate for new pipe- 
Hnes to export their energy. 

As it stands, though, the fu^am roid of 
U.S. oil companies in Central Asia and 




Miler Hav^ IM#i'ieeper and deeper in trouble 



like mentality by passing medieval judg- 
ments," opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto told reporters. 

Even Sharif's cabinet and ruling 
Pakistan Muslim League have problems 
with the bill. In recent weeks, Sharif, 
whose support base is largely from the 
mi^Offty provteiee erf Ptmjab, has antago- 
nized small ethnic groups and rehgious 
minorities in three other provinces. Four 
provincial political parties that were 
allied to the League in Sindh, 
Baluchistan and the North West Fron- 
tier Province have deserted the govern- 
ment and joined the opposition — endan- 
gering the League's parUamentary and 
political support in aU three provinces. 

The most serious situation is in Sindh, 
where the desertion of the Muhajir 
Qaumi Movement has left the League 
with just 15 seats in the 109-seat Sindh 
assembly. Ethnic and sectarian warfare 
in Sindh has killed over 600 people this 
year alone — 110 of those in August. 

For their part, businessmen and bank- 
ers have expressed fear that the bill wii 
drive away foreign investment and make 
it more difficult for the coimtry to obtain 
an International Monetary Fund bailout 
it desperately needs. Even before the 

the economic problems brought on by 
Pakistan's May nuclear tests and esca- 
lating ethnic and sectarian violence in 
Ihe ibree^ Imd ero<l^ j^l^ confidence. 
"The Islamic bill is the last straw on the 



U.S. attempts to help stabilize Central 
Asian economies could be in' jeopardy. 
"U.S. foreign policy in the region appears 
directionless and confused," comments a 
Enro^an diplomat^ Islamabad. 
> >' gj^ctly %lMf^^ction the U.S.' rela- 
tionship will take with Pakistan and Saudi 
^ Arabia is still unclear. But 
I anti-American sentiment is 
I growing in b^ those coun- 
I tries. ■ 



camel's back," says an 
official of an international 
lending agency in Islama- 
bad. 

Meanwhile, the econ- 
omic crisis has worsened. 
Islamabad has only $750 
million in foreign-exchange 
reserves, but must find at 
least that much by Septem- 
ber 30 to meet interest pay- 
ments on its $36 billion m 
sovereign foreign debt. 

Pakistan has already 
defaulted on short-term 
foreign-currency bank 
loans, the repatriation of profits by for- 
eign companies and foreign-exchange 
bills for government utilities, notes one 
analy^ in Karachi. 

There is also a massive flight of capi- 
tal. The Pakistani rupee has lost more 
than 40% since May. Also during that 
time, tifie Karachi stock exchange has 
slid 28% and property prices have 
crashed. The first figures for the finan- 
cial year that began on July 1 present a 
dismal picture. Exports and imports fell 
13% and 23% respectively in July from 
the previous year. Inflation is running 
at over 20%, compared with a govern- 
ment target of 8%. 

An IMF team is due to arrive in Pa- 
kistan on September 11, but Fund offi- 
cials in Washington say the government 
will have to agree to some tough condi- 
tions before any deal is struck. Facing a 
$4.5 billion but^etary shortfall this year, 
the coimtry is expected to ask for a $4 
biUion-6 billion bailout and to requ^ 
that its foreign debt be rescheduled. 

All this is rather worrisome to Paki- 
stan's neighbours — ^none more so than 
India. "Naturally, the Indian side is con- 
cerned that violence and terrorism will 
be exported to our country in the name 
of reKgion if Pakistan disintegrates to 
an anarchy," says a senior Indian For- 
eign Ministry official. "The idea that 
nuclear weapons could fall into the 
hands of fanatics is quite disturbing for 
us and the rest of the worid." ■ 
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To cover up the large number of Pakistani casualties inside what the US and itsallks described 
as "terrorist training facilities," the local authorities created an atmosphere of utrm^tmrecy on 
this side of the border... 



i / r I 1 here was a whistling 
^ I sound overhead, 

I followed by deafening 
JL blasts, and then the 
roof came crkshing down," recalls 
Mohammad Furqan Bhatti, a 20- 
year-old Jamiatul Mujahideen 
activist from Multan. On the night 
of August 20, Bhatti was standing 
guard outside what he calls the 
Maskar Al-Masoom, a base at the 
Al-Farooq training camp in the 
Zhavar area of Afghanistan. "At 
about 10.30 p.m. I went into the 
barradcs/' he says. "Hiat was' when 
the missiles hit the camp. They lit 
up the sky so brightly that for a 
moment I thought the sun had 
suddenly risen." 

As US Cruise missiles rained 
down on the camp, a chunk of 



flying mortar struck Bhatti in die 
neck, knocking him unconscious. At 
around midnight, he and seven 
other wounded activists were taken 
across the border to Miramshah in 
Pakistan. His companions were 
immediately shifted to hospitals in 
Peshawar and Rawalpindi, but 
Bhatti was still at the local hospital 
when tiiis correspondent visited 
Miramshah on the afternoon of 
August 21. He had wounds all over 
his body but no fractures, possibly 
the reason why doctors had decided 
not to send him to a bigger hospital. 

"There was a big rush at the 
hospital this morning [August 21]," 
says Mohammad Mujtaba, a local 
journalist in Miramshah, 
neadquarters of the North 
Waziristan Agency. "I saw eight 

wounded men, 
one of whom 




Dust to dust: the Al-Badr camp in Khost destroyii 
during the August 20 attack; (bisei) the ftmabte ef a 
Tomahawk Cruise missiie 



was a Baloch. 
His skull was 
smashed and he 
was dying. One 
of Ids colleagues 
told me that a 
missile crashed 
through the roof 



of their camp kitchen, hitting the 
Baloch." 

Most of the wounded were 
Harkatul Mujahideen militants from 
the Amir Muawiya camp, located 
close to the Al-Farooq camp in tiie 
Zhavar hills. Besides, at least six 
dead bodies had been recovered 
from the debris of Amir Muawiya 
on the night of the attack, which 
were brmi^t to ItfeMndbik "and 
quicldy dispatched to theiidtoily 
homes in the Punjab," an 
intelligence source in Miramshah 
discloses. According to him, the 
dead Harkat activists hailed from 
Multan, Faisalabad, Bahawalnagar 
and Mansehra. 

The emergency at the hospital 
was "handled entirely by army 
doctors called in from the Tocni 
Scouts fort at Miramshah," Mujtaba 
explains. "The civilian staff of me 
hospital, including 
doctors, were kept at 
bay." 

This atmosphere of 
secrecy was obviously 
created to cover up the 
large numb® of Pakistani 
casualties inside what the 
Americans and their 
allies have described as 
"terrorist training 
facilities." As US deputy secretary 
of state Thomas Pickering put it on 
August 21, "the Pakistanis killed in 
the missile attack were [from the] 
Harkat, a terrorist organisation 
engaged in sending terrorists inside 
Kashmir." 
In an attempt to block the flow of 
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informatioiv both the Tochi Scouts 
and Taliban officials closed the 
border at the two crossing points of 
Ghulam Khan and Saidgai rmi 
Miramshah on the morning of 
August 21. "We have orders not to 
let anyone cross [over to the Af ehan 
side]/' said Umer Farooq, a Toad 
Scouts havaldar guarding Pakistan's 
last border post near the hill vill^e 
of Saidgai. "We even stopped 
Jalaluddin Haqqani from 
approaching the camps this 
morning." 

Haqqani, who is minister for 
border affairs in the Taliban 
government, was at his Miramshah 
residence on the nigjKt of the attach 
When approached by the Herald fef , 
his assessment of the damage, he 
said he did not have first-hand 
information because he was 
prevented from reaching tiie cas^ 
by Pakistani border guards. Whea 
asked why he, a minister in the 
Taliban government, was not 
allowed access to an area where his 
presence was sorely needed at that 
crucial hour, he responded that the 
jimior officials (of tne Tochi Scouts) 
posted at the border did not know 
nim. "Their telecommimications 
equipment was out of order at diye. 
time, so I could not contact the 
political agent." 

However, the havaldar at Saidgai 
does not corroborate Haqqani's 
version of events. He iiteues that his 
wireless radio set was out of order, 
and also says that he knows 
Haqqani well. "We respect him very 
much," he maintains. "He came 
here [on the night of the attack] and 
spent some time with us before 
dawn, but had to return because we 
had strict orders libt fo let anyone 
pass." 

Barely one kilometre ahead of the 
Saidgai checkpost is the hill where 
the two Pakistani-run camps. Amir 
Muawiya and Al-Farooq, are 
situated. Local people call the place 
Punjabiano Ghund, or the Punjabis' 
base. We can see a white tent on top 
of the hill, which the Tochi Scouts 
officials say is the camp's outpost, 
but we caimot see the camps hit by 
the missiles because they are located 
on the far side of the hill. 

Havaldar Umar Farooq, who was 
on duty at Saidgai when die attack 
took place, says that four blasts 
followed each other at intervals of 
one minute each, illuminating the 




Taliban minister for border affairs, Jalaludciin 
Haqqani: duty bound? 



entire valley each time tiiey struck. 
"We ducked and ran into our 
bunkers," Farooq recalls. "When the 
blasts stopped, I contacted 
Miramshah on the radio and told 
them what had happened. They did 
not pass any immediate instructions 
to me." 

But it seems that enough 
instructions had been issued before 
dawn the next day. Haqqani's 
failure to reach Punjabiano Ghund 
was just one of a sequence of 
curious events cm the Pald^ro side 
of the border preceding and 
following the attack. For some 
unexplained reason, the 
communications link between 
Minmdiah and the rest of the 
country remained suspended from 
the time of the attack until well past 
noon the next day. Telephones in 
Kandahar, which are mostly linked 
to local exchanges in Quetta, also 
failed to answer calls during this 
period. Meanwhile, Miramshah was 
swarming with plainclothes men of 
alI(kscriptions, stopping strangers 
and pestering them with persistent 
questions. We were followed and 
harassed by them in Miramshah on 
several occasions. A couple of senior 
^ies even got inside ^ room 
where we waited for an interview 
witii Jalaluddin Haqqani, and one of 
them slipped into Haqqani's 
chamber with us and was present 
throu^out the interview. HaqqMU 
himself appeared powerless in 
shooing away the menace, just as he 
was unable to cross the border into 



his own coimtiy. 

With Pakistan and 
Taliban officials 
remaining tight-lipped 
about the incident, and 
the Americans choosing 
not to disclose 
operational details of the 
attadc, forming a dearer 
picture about me entire 
episode becomes an 
exercise in piecing 
together bits of 
information obtained 
either from eyewitness 
accounts or provided to 
journalists by unnamed 
officials in Washington 
and Islamabad. Judging 
from this information, it 
appears that four ships 

and a submarine of the 

US Fiffti Fleet launched 
between 50 and 70 Tomahawk 
(Block-in version) Cruise missiles 
from 200 nautical miles off the 
Pakistani shore in the Arabian Sea. 
Tlie missiles were aimed at six camp 
sites in the Khost region, 150 
kilometers south of Kabul. They 
apparently hit their targets with 80 
per cent accuracy, killing an}Tvhere 
between 36 to 80 people, induding 
at least 15 Arabs. 

Described by US offidals as the 
"largest and most extensive Surnii 
Muslim terrorist university in the 
world," all six camps are located in 
a desolate mountainous region dose 
to the Pakistan border. In fact, the 
two camps at Punjabiano Ghund are 
barely seven or eig^t kilometres 
north-west of Miramshah, as the 
crow flies. 

One of these camps. Amir 
Muawiya, was originally called the 
Salman Farsi camp and was set up 
in the early 1980s by Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar's Hizb-i-Islami with the 
support of Pakistan's Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) and die US Central 
Investigation Agency (CIA). After 
the withdrawal of the Red Army 
from Afghanistan in 1989, the 
facility was placed at the disposal of 
the Jamaat-i-Islami-backed Hizbul 
Mujahideen, a guerrilla outfit that 
was active in Kashmir until the mid- 
1990s. With the emergence of the 
Taliban, the Hizb activists were 
expelled from the camp and the 
fadlity was handed over to the pro- 
Taliban Harkatul Ansar, another 
Sunni militant organisation 
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Reilgimis leaders in 
Pakistan claim the 
camps were nothing 
more than religious 



Close call: Jamiatul MiUahldeen activist Furqan 
BhattI at the Miramshah district hospital 



operating in Kashmir. The US 
declared Harkat to be a terrorist 
organisation when its activists 
allegedly kidnapped and killed four 
wtstetn fdttfists in 
Kashmir ill December 
1994. Subsequently, the 
HarkatuI Ansar 
rechristened itself as the 
Harkattit M^^ide^ 
and renamed the camp 
Amir Muawiya. The 
group is led by 
Mauiana Ftzlttt 
Rahman Khali!, a 
militant religious 
scholar from Dera 
Ismail Khan, and 
overall charge of the 
camp is held by Maulvi 
Jabbar in Afghanistan. 

Al-Farooq, the second 
camp at Punjabiano 
Ghund, was originally part of the 
erstwhile Salman Farsi camp. But it 
became a separate entity when a 
group from within tiie HarkatuI 
Mujahideen, led by the 
Mtiza^afabad^^»as«d Mufti Ba^, 
broke away and organised itself as 
the Jamiatul Mujahideen. 

Some four kilometres away from 
Punjabiano Owind, the Harkatttt 
Mujahideen run a second training 
facility, the Khalid bin Walid camp. 
Located some 16 kilometers to die 
west are two Arab camps, Al-Badr I 
and M^adrBt. Hfe Msmrcamp, tv& 
30 kilometres west of Punjabiano 
Ghund, is run by another Harkat 
dissident, Qari Saiful Islam Akhtar, 
who now heads the Harkat Jihad-i- 
Islami which operates in 
Afghanistan as well as Kashmir. 

Most of diese camps were built by 



^ theISIanddied[A 
*i by blasting out caves 
in the hills wheJre 
arms and 

ammimition could W 
stockpiled in safety. 
These facilities are 
surroimded by light 
structures built in 
stone and day which 
serve as barracks, 
and the trainees 
invariably put up 
canvas tents on nigh 
ground in the 
Siummer.The 
HarkatuI 

Mujahideen daims 
that up to 1,200 
recruits were at the IQialid bin 
Walid camp on the night of the 
attack. The otfier facilities are 
known to house between 200 and 
MJfaaineesatany 
given time. But the 
Taliban authorities, 
who alone have 
access to these 
facffifi^at&e 
moment, are 
imderplaying the 
extent of the damage 



schools, but those 

who have been ttwe ^ausedbytheattadc 

*ifiiw itmv^msmt wii»^ saying most tramees 

say the faC^titiiS were were out on war 

duties in northern 
geared towards Afghanistan when 

tfie^siles stradc 

guerrilla training on a their camps, 
massive scale. , while reUgious 

leaders m Pakistan 
claim the camps 
were nothing more lhan reli^Dus 
schools teaching fi^h (Islamic 
jurisprudence), those who have seen 
the camps say they were geared 
towards guerrilla warfare training 
on a mLissive scale. Hhey have a 
vigorous training schedule," says 
IvCra Jan (not his real name), a 
Dawar tribesman in Miramshah 
who ^nt several years on the 
battlefront during the anti-Soviet 
'jihad' era. "Morning prayers are 
followed by cross-country runs until 
10 a.m. and then there is an 
academic s^ioti tmtfl lunch. The 
entire afternoon is devoted to 
training in the use of heavy arms, 
such as rocket-launchers and anti- 
airaaft guns, and heavy artillery 
weapons including mortars and 
anti-tank gi^. He boys rest only at 
night." ^ 



Furqan Bhatti, who was injured at 
the Maskar Al-Masoom base, 
confirms Mira Jan's statement. "The 
trainii^ is tough and the boys are 
tm feet of tiieir waking 
hours," he says. Bhatti was not a 
trainee at the Al-Farooq camp. As 
he explains, he was recruited by the 
Lashkar-e-Taiba from Multan a 
couple of months ago and sent for a 
21-day preliminary course at the 
Abdidlah bin Masood camp, located 
near the Chalabandi bridge in the 
Sirikot area of Muzaffarabad. There 
tire boys were imparted light 
Weapons traiiung by the camp 
Amir, Nasr Javed Bnai of Khanewal. 

Upon completion of his 
preKminary training, Bhatti was 
assigned khidmat (service) duty, first 
at the Lashkafs Multan office and 
then at the Zhavar base of the 
Jamiatul Mujahideen, where 
La^l^ iecruits are sent for 
tridtiir^. Hiese assignments, he 
says, were part of the mandatory 
three-monm khidmat duty which 
would automatically qualify him to 
partidpate in a three-monm 
commando training programme. 
After completing commando 
training, the more intelligent 
recruits are selected for a six-month 
ctmrse in what Bhatti calls 
"intelligaice" training, 

A junior recruit himself, Bhatti 
says he does not know what this last 
category of training entails. But an 
explanation is not long in coming 
froin another source. "It 
encompasses intelligence gathering 
and planning urban warfare," 
confides a senior HarkatuI 
Mujahideen guerrilla currently 
"resting" in Peshawar. He refuses to 
identify tike men who impart 
intelligence traiiung to irulitants, 
saying he has not come all the way 
from Srinagar (his hometown) to 
Peshawar to disclose all his secrets. 

But the American strikes have 
£»>illed title beans. Wh^i a Tajik and 
three Arab volimteers were injured 
during a grenade and mine-laying 
traiiung session at one such camp in 
December 1997, the security 
agendes in Peshawar laid a virtual 
siege of the hospital where they 
were being treated, the aim being to 
prevent journalists from 
approacning them. This time round, 
however, me teig has been too 
load and the damage too extensive 
to cover up. ■ 
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Exporting Jehad? 

Although the Taliban vociferously deny that the Khost camps were centres of 
terrorist training, the evidence indicates otherwise. 




Al-Badr, named thus by 
deposed Afghan Prime 
Minister Gulbaddin 
Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-Islamia and its 
Pakistani ally, the Jamaat-i-Islami, is a 
complex in the Gurbaz district of Khost 
province in southern Afghanistan 
comprising six camps. Hundreds of 
Afghans, Pakistanis and Muslim 
militants from several other countries 
have spent time at these camps and 
received military training there. Some 
of those under training, such as Abu 
Talha from 
Cheechawatni in 
Punjab, chalked 
their names on 
the roadside 
rocks. Graffiti in 
Urdu and Arabic, 
such as 'Jamaat-i- 
Islami Zindabad,' 
'Shaheen 
Shahend Group,' 
and 'Victory is at 
hand,' is visible 
all over the place. 

Hie remotely- 
located catfips are 
situated in the lap 
of mountains on 
the border between Pakistan's North 
Waziristan Agency and Afghanistan. 
Two jeepable roads provide access to 
them. They are guarded by a 
-taSMifc^op command post and a few 
chiillipsts m the road manned by 
aawd p^rfii Md are barricaded by 
barbed wire fences. 

The two camps in the Al-Badr 
complex going by the names Al-Badr 1 
and Al-Badr 11 were raided and shut 



down by the Taliban Islamic movement 
about rv\'o years ago on the plea that 
the Hezb-i-Islami (Hekmatyar) was 
using them for anti-Taliban activities in 
Khost. 

Relations between the Taliban and 
Hezb-i-Islami were never cordial. In 
fact, the two had fought for control of 
several provinces: in Afghanistan before 
confronting each other in Khost. It was 
only a matter of time before the Al-Badr 
camps were cleared of Hezb-i-Islami 
men b\- the Taliban because the latter 




▲ Tatflbari sbldteri iiaiid guard outside the Al-Badar II camp in Khost, 



that his government had crediWe 
reports that the camps had become 
centres of anti-Taliban planning and 
activities. He felt the Hezb-i-Islami was 
contemplating revenge on the Taliban 
because it had suffered the most at 
their hands. "Qaa Hussain Ahmad's 
Jamaat-i-Islami is very close to the 
Hezb-i-Islami and the two were jointly 
running these camps. We took over 
the camps and asked the 107 Pakistanis 
living there to return to their homeland. 
They were very honourably allowed to 
enter Pakistan at the 
Pak-Afghan border 
near tie camps," he 
explained. 

What Syed Abdullah 
didn't explaii was the 
fact that the camps 
were handed over to 
the Harkatul Ansar, a 
militant Islamic group 
that is sending 
volunteers to fight in 
Afghanistan, Indian- 
occuptted Jammu and 
Kashmir and certain 
other trouble spots in 
the world. The 
Harkatul Ansar was 



■" ---- -■:.-c*J-;;#3eiA-«s??;-"?*" 



feared that Hekmatyar's supporters 
would always be looking for 
opportunities to avenge their 
humfliating military defeats by them. 

After capturing Khost and the 
adjoining provinces of Paktia and 
Paktika, the Taliban spent some time 
consolidating their positions before 
striking at the Hezb-i-Islami-run camps. 
On that occasion, Syed Abdullah, the 
Taliban Governor of Khost, maintained 



renamed Harkatul Mujahideen when it 
was declared a terrorist outfit by the US 
government. In the past, the Harisatul 
Ansar was very close to the Jamiatul 
Ulema-i-Islami (JUI) Pakistan, 
especially to its faction led by Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman. There are still strong 
links between the two, but the Harkatul 
Mujahideen has now become more 
radical and seems to have established 
international links to pursue its agenda. 
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Coincidentally, the Wato'oi 
Mujahideen leader Is also named Faziur 
Rehman ( Khali! j and like the JUI 
leader, belongs to Dera I.smail Khan in 
the N"^TP, 

It was pnjbably due to the Harkatul 
Mujahideen and the JUI's friendly terms 
with the Taliban that the camps were 
handed over to the former after being 
seized from the Hezb-i-islami and the 
Jamaat-i-Islami. The Hezb-i-Lslami's 
pointsnnan for ainning the camps and 
establishing links with like-minded 
groups and individuals horn other 
countries was its well-known 
ccjmmander, Khalid Farooqi. while 
those from Taliban rank-s assisting in 
this task included former military 
commanders Mullah ^'ahidyar and 
Mansoorand Jalaluddin Haq(|ani. The 
latter has been running a huge camp 
called Salman Farsi (}hund' in Khost 
■or years where he trains and equips 



Afghan fighters 
and also 
volunteers from 
other Islamic 
countries. In a 
recent interview 
in Khost, Haqqani 
said he initially 
established the 
camps to house 
the first 

mujahideen radio 

station in 
.\fghanistan. In 
due course of 
time, he said a 
madrassah 
workshop was 
built, specifically 




A The day after: The Jowar training camp post US missile 
attack. 



for the repair of arms since it w a- not 
aK\ays possible to transport weapons 

lo Pakistan for repair. Later, a CyMc 
and ammunition dumps were ■d.--! 



established at the camps. He denied 
that his camps Vi ere ever ii.-<cd for 
militaiy or terrorist training and 
disputed Amencan claims - .•f iia\ ing 



AfgUanistan's 
Nation of Islam 

Afghanistan has become a vast training camp 
for nYllitant groups from across the Muslim 
world engaged in assorted jehads. 

Militant and extremist Muslim groups from the Arab 
mmm^ Pakistan Kashmir fighting against what 

they believe, are the 'westernised' regimes in their respective 
countries, and the Indian occupation of Kashmir, have found 
not just sanctuary in war-ruined Afghanistan, but moral and 
material help as well. 

Tlie presence of Arab and Pakistani nationals affiliated 
with different religious-political parties and organisations on 
Afghim sdl diMsK teidc to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
in 1979. They were joined by Kashmiri fireedom fighters in 
the lat^ 1980s. * v \ . 

At the inception of the Afghan war, Arabs hailing from 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Algeria, Yemen and other Muslim 
states, most of whom were members or sympathiser of the 
Egyptian-based, Muslim Brotherhood (Akhwan-ul- 
Muslameen), arrived in Afghanistan to fight the Soviets 
alongside the mujahideealed by former Afghan Prime 
fl^Minister and chief of the He2l>i-Istemi, Afghanistan, 
Gulbaddin Hikmatyar, A sizeable number of these Arabs, , 
many of whom ku»r joined ranks with other mujahideen 



factions, such as those led by the deposed Afghan president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, Professor Abdul Rah Rasul Sayyaf and 
the chief of the Janiaat-ud-Dawa, late Maulvijamil-ur- 
Rehman. have now mllied under the banner of Osama bin 

Laden. 

The most wanted man in the United States today, the Saudi 
dissident O.sama bin Laden, was among the early batches of 
Arab \ oiunteers who arrived in Afghanistan to fight against 
the "Godless infidels." He proudly displays his Ak-47 
(Kalashnikov) assault rifle which he seized from a dead 
ilfesian general while fighting in eaa«^ Afghanistan. Bin 
laden returned » Spidi Aa}3& aftiar the withdrawal of Soviet 
forces in 1988. Stripped Off hte natoality by the Saudi 
authorities in 1994 forconsplcir^to overthrow the king and 
plan guerrilla warfare against the presence of American 
troops in the holy land, the multi-millionaire civil engineer 
then migrated to Sudan. In May, 1996, Osama was expelled . 
from Sudan under pressure from the United States and other 
western countries and had lo move to the eastern Afghan city 
of Jalafcibad, where he dumped along witti other volunteers of 
Arab radical group in the ToraBopra area of Nangarhar. With 
his arrival, the small Arab groups that had fled to Afghanistan . 
after Pakistani authorities launched a crackdown against them.'; 
to dislodge them from Peshawar and the tritel areas in 1993, 
found a rallying point. 

Bin laden heads the Al-Qaida organisation, the supreme 
body of different militant outfits active in Arab states which is 
aimed at creating coordination among them. He recendy , 
announced the formation of an International Islamic Front - - 
with tfie aim to expel Americans from Saudi Aialna stationed. 
there ance the Gulf war, and to fight against laael. The C '\i 
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dealt a fatal blow to the infrastructure 
in the area. "Two Red Army air and 
ground attacks, anilleiy .shelling and 
scores of air raids failed to destroy the 
Zhavara camps. What can 60 or 70 
long-range Tomahawk cruise missiles 



do to a place as fortified as Zhavara?" 
he asked. 

The camps in Khost attracted much 
attention when deposed Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto and her 
imerior minister Maj. Gen. (Retd) 
Naseerullah Babar publicly alleged 
that they were used to impart military 
training to a number of Pakistanis who 
later indulged in terrorist activities. 
Both asked that the camps be closed 
down as they were posing a security 
threat to Pakistan. 

Ms Bhutto had also complained 
about the a^vi&mM Jmh volunteers 
who came to Pakistan during the 
Afghan "jehad' and later stayed on, 
prompting governments in Egypt, 
Algeria and Saudi Arabia to complain to 
Islamabad that these militants were 
using Pakistan's soil to mount terrorist 
attacks in their countries. In 1996, 
Babar also provided information about 



the arrest of two batches of 33 and 107 
Pakistanis, mostly from the Punjab and 
Sindh. on the Pak-.\fghan border who 
had received mitew training in the 
Kliost camps. He didn't provide details 
on that occasion about the political 
affiliation of the arrested Pakistanis, but 
it was obvious that they were mostly 
Jamaat-i-Islami members. Government 
officials also hinted that some of them 
could be MQM activists seeking militar)' 
training in different guises. The 
arrested men were nabbed when they 
tried to cross over to Pakistan, booked 
under the notorious Frontier Crimes 
Regulations (FCR > by the political 
administration of the North Waziristan 
agency, and sent to the central prison 
in Dera Ismail Khan. All of them were 
freed after interrogation. 

Al-Badr 1 and 1 1 were not the only 
military training camps in Khost. There 
were others, such as the Abu Jindal, Al- 



Egypt-based Jamiat-uI-Jehad led by Aiman Al-Zawahiri is yet 
another radical group currently camped in Afghanistan. 
: Zawahiri is Bin Laden's close confidante, right hand man atid 
his spokesperson to the press, which he intermittently 
addresses through his satellite phone from his hideout in 
Afghanistan. 

Omar iJWur Rdteaa and Assim Abdur RehiMn, the two 
sons of Sh^h Qmr Abdur ikhmn, the blind Egyptian 
d«ic who was jailed in connection with the bombing df the 
Worid Trade Centre in the United States, are also with Bin 
Laden. Others enjoying Taliban hospitality include Algerians 
affiliated with the Islamic Salvation Front, popularly known as- 
die FIS, members of the Ittehad-i-Islami of Somalia, and 
-Muslims from the Philippine Abu-Sayyaf organisation. 

Among the Pakistani and Kashmiri groups receiving 
training in Afghanisten to fight Indian troops in held Kashmir, 
are volunteers from the Harkat-ul-Muhajideen, an 
oigani^tion which was carved-out of the Harkat-ul-Ansar, a 
militant outfit declared a terrorist organisation by the United 
States. Harkat-ul-Ansar took over charge of die Salman Farsi 
training camp in the Jawar area after volunteers of the Hezb- " 
ul-Muhahideen, a military wing of the Jamaat-i-Islami, 
Pakistan, were evicted from Khost by the Taliban in 1996. 
The camps was then rechristened the Amir Muawiyya camp. 
The Haricat^pl-Mujahideen is led by Fazl-ur-Rehman Khalil of 
the Dera Ismail Khan district of tte NWFP, and is apparently 
an independent or^^misation. Similar to this organisation is 
the Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen headed by Mufti Bashir, a splinter 
group of the Harkat-ul-Ansar baied in Muzaffarabad, Azad 
Kashmir. Despite differences between them, bodi these 
groups shared the training facilities available at the Amir • 
Muawiyya camp. Another group that operates in the same / - 



area is the Harkat-ul-Jehad Islami, whose chief, Qari Saiftil 
Islam Akhtar was originally an activist of the Harkat-ul-Ansar 
but later parted ways with the organisation and formed his 
own group. Fighters affiliated with Akhtar's organisation 
have taken part in combat against Afghan opposition forces 
near Kabul. Interestingly, Qari Saiful Islam Akhtar is alleged 
to be one of the key characters in the conspiracy to 
overthrow the Benazir Bhittto government in 1995, and 
assassinate l&e top brass of the armed forces widi an aim to 
brings abcHit-an Islamic revolution in Pakistah. The two 
army officials involved in this coup attempt, Brigadier 
Mustansar Billah arid Major Zaheer-ul-Islam Abbasi, were 
court martialed, but the chief of the Harkat-ul-JehadTslami 
managed to escape justice by fleeing to Afghanistaa 

A sizeable number of activists from the two faaions of the 
Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam led by Maulana Fazlur Rehman and 
Maulana Sanai-ul-Haq respectively, have since 1994 also 
joined Taliban ranks. Reports also suggest diat hundreds of 
volunteers of the Tehrik-e-Nifaz-e-Shariat-e-Muhammadi 
(TNSM) from the Maiakand division have been sent to 
Afghanistan to strengthen Taliban ranks and receive military 
training. The participation of Jamaat-i-Islami workers in the 
Afghan jehad, especially activists of its students wing, the 
Islami Jamiat-e-Talibai is no secret. A number of them were 
killed in the batde between Gulbaddin Hikmatyar and ^ 
Burhanuddn Rahbani'for the control of Kabul. 

This pan Islamic band of holy crusaders has not restricted 
its adSv^les to Afghant^:an and Kaslmiir. Volunteers from 
assorted Arab groups, Pakistanis and Kashmiiisare reportedly 
also fighting alongside the Muslims in Chechnya, Bosnia and 
recentiy Kosovo. ■ . J 

-BehrozKhan^ 
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Farc>oq, Salman Farsi and Khalid Bin 
Waleed camps. Abujindal 
subsequently came to be known as the 
Arab camp, and it was here that Saudi 
dissident, Osama Bin Laden, held his 
ftBimis i»ess coafee^e to May this 
year in which he announced the 
launching of his International Islamic 
Front for Jehad Against America and 
Israel. Volunteers from almost every 
Arab country were to be found there, 
though the majority belonged to Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and Algeria. The more 
famous among them were Dr. Ayman 
Al-Zawahiri, head of the Islamic Jehad 
in Egypt, Shaikh Taseer Abdullah who 
is a right-hand man of Bin Laden, the 
Rv o young sons of the blind Egyptian 
preacher and Gama'at-i-Islami leader. 
Shaikh Omar Abdur Rahman, who was 
convicted for planning the bombings in 
New York and is now imprisoned in an 
American jail, and Shawki Islambouli, 
the younger brother of an Egyptian 
army officer, Khalid Islambouli, who 
shot dead President Anwar Sadaat 
during a military parade in Cairo. 

In his interview on that occasion, 
Khost govemor Syed Abdullah refuted 
the Hezb-i-Islami and Jamaat-i-Islami 
contention that the seizure of the Al- 
Badr camps by the Taliban and the 
eviction of Pakistanis and Afghans was 
an un-lslamic and anti-jehad act. "The 
Taliban aren't opposed to a genuine 
jehad. In faa, our movement itself is a 
jehad against sin, corruption and 
cruelty in which the mujahideen 
indulged after the installation of an 
Islamic movement in Afghanistan in 
1992," he argued. He added that the 
Taliban would never allow their area to 
be med for activities against Pakistan 
because the ftikistan government and 
people had aipported the Afghans in 
their hour of trW during the Soviet 
occupation of their country. 

However, Abdullah's contention 
was disputed by the PPP government 
(1993-96) which repeatedly pointed 
accusing fingers at the Khost camps as 
a centre from which religious fanatics 
w®e aiteirisrt t« ^rike in Pakistan. 
1^ iMtetei Mi^aWdeen, because of 
its Sunni ba»,-ito fc^it^^pWorai 



which was the subsequent naming of 
one of the Khost camps the 'Amir 
xMuawiyya' camp. There were also 
reports that Sunni extremists wanted in 
Pakistan took refuge in these camps 
and lured others to follow in their 
footsteps. 

The Harkatul Mujahideen has been 
rticmililg young m&A fmm all tiie 



▲ Commander Jal-ud-din Haqqani, 
Tall%>an minister of frontiers and 
tribes flanked by the shells recovered 
from the US missiles. 

provinces of Pakistan and from both 
sides of the Line of Control in Kashmir. 
A sizeable number of its recruits are 
students of religion from madrassahs. 
In fact, they are the Pakistani version of 
the Afghan Taliban and some are 
actively involved in the ongoing 
fighting in Afghanistan. Others have 
sacrificed their lives fighting in Indian- 
occupied Kashmir. Along with the 
Lishkar-i-Tayyaba, the Harkatul 
Mujahideen is one of the two major 
Pakistani suppliers of manpower for 
the battle in Jammu and Kashmir. 

The Khost camps have attracted so 
many young men from the Punjab 
province that it has come to be known 
as the Punjabi Ghund (camp) - even 
though men from the NWFP, Srtdh and 
Ka^ttif as well as Arabs live there. 
The iniitttes comprise teenagers as well 
as grey-haired men. Some of the 



permanent residents of the camps, like 
Mohammad Yaqub alias Abu Huraira of 
the Harkatul Mujahideen, commanded 
respect from all and sundry. Abu 
Huraira, who was often referred to as 
an 'ustad' by the younger Harkat boys, 
was one of the nine members of tie 
Harkatul Mujahideen killed in the 
August 20 US airsuike against the Khost 

The Harkatul 
Mujahideen has been 
recruiting young men 
from Pakistan and from 
both sides of the Line of 
Control in Kashmin 
Some are actively 
involved in the ongoing 
fighting in Afghanistan 
and Indian-occupied 
Kashmir. 

camps. 

Syed Abdullah, who is still the 
govemor of Khost, claimed after the 
American cruise missile attack that the 
camps had largely survived the 
airstrike. Haqqani and other former 
mujahideen commanders like Shah 
BChan Gurbaz, who has been named 
head of a garrison now being set up at 
the Arab or Aki Jindal camp, also 
disputed Washington's claims that die 
camps have been made inoperational. 
Nonetheless, the Taliban leaders 
refused joumalists access to the camps 
for about two weeks, arousing 
suspicion about whether they were 
indeed intact or being rehabilitated. 
However, the Taliban recently allowed 
joumalists to visit the camps and Syed 
Abdullah has announced plans to set 
up a madrassah in the Salman Farsi 
camp and a garrison in the Arab one. 
Will these proposed changes satisfy 
President Bill Clinton who, after die 
airstrike on Afghanistan, called the 
Khost camps 'the world's largest facility 
for terrorist training,' or should one 
expect more American and western 
attacks on this infrastructure? ■ 
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By Behroz Khan 



Remains of the Day 

> The mood in the missile-hit camp% in Khost is not one 

of despair - but of anger and revenge. 



Radical Muslim groups, which 
were attacked by the United 
States in eastern Afghanistan, 
now await a go-ahead signal from the 
Taliban leadership to either resume 
activities in Khost or relocate their 
training camps elsewhere in the 
country. 

can i^id tfecf damaged 
postkim oi the i^ud houses and die 
camps will be ftiUy c^rational within a 
week's ttee. "nie 
Am^ican air strikes 
cannot deter us from 
our goal. It is up to the 
Taliban and the 
mujahideen high 
command to decide 
wb^kmM0i2.Y in Jawar 
or reloaae the eamps," 
sayi ']^$l»MiP€mlla 
leader, Bakht Zamin, at 
a Mansehra base. The 
commander, affiliated 
with the Hezb-ul- 
Mujahideen, was in one 
of the training camps in 
Khost when American 
Tomahawk cruise 
missiles rained down on 
them on the night of 
August 20, leaving over two dozen 
people dead. The majority of the 
people who died were either Pakistani 
or Kashmiri nationals while seven Arab 
nationals also perished in the attack. 

Being hand-in-glove with the 
e^$iep^,ls^p«Q^c^ and 
,,mp^3Si&^^^S fmse in the Muslim 
states, it is believed that the Taliban will 
opt for relocating the camps rather than 
expelling these militant outfits. "Our 
operations have not been disrupted by 



the air strikes. Hiousamtecrf' 
mujahideen have already been trained 
and our cadre is intact. TheliUingof 
22 persons carmot affect our task," says 
the Harkat commander, who hopes to 
return to Afghanistan in the near future 
to resume his training activities. 

All the six training camps in Khost 
were hit by dozens of missiles fired by 
the US in pursuit of tfi^ ^udi multi- 
millionaire Osama bin Laden, who todc 



A Missile fury: A crater dug by a US Tomahawk cruise missile in 
the Arab camp in Khost. 

refuge in Afghanistan after his eviction 
from Sudan in 1996. According to US 
Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright. 
70 to 75 missiles were launched from 
American ships close to Pakistani 
watem in the Afabian Sot to hit targets 
in Sudan and Afghanistan. Seven of the 
missiles hit a pharmaceutical factory in 
Khartoum which the Americans believe 
was i^nwftiCfiuring chemical weapons, 
a charge categorically denied by Sudan. 
"Not we, but America is the biggest 



terrorist in the worid. It has let loose a 
reign of terror on Muslims all over the 
world. Can Afflerim prove the 
involvement of Osama bin Laden or 
those killed in the air strikes in the 
bombing of embassies in Dar-es-Salam 
and Tanzania," asks Dr. Ahmad Sarwar. 
a Pakistani national who was also in the 
Amir Muawiyya training camp on the 
night of August 20. "I heanj a whistle- 
like sound, fbik>^'©d by a fireball. And 
within seconds the 
missile hit the ground 
some 15yar#tomy 
right. There was a 
deafening explosion 
and six to seven others 
in succession," recalls 
Dr. Sanv'ar, who 
accompanied the three 
injured persons who 
were shifted to the 
Hayatabad Medical 
Complex Peshawar 
from Khost. "It is our 
turn now. We will reply 
to the US attack. The 
superpower attacked 
our religious schools in 
Khcm. ttithe night, like 
©i!ii»ds» brt we will 
strike in broad daylight," says the 
bearded doctor. Ahmad Sarwar claims 
these camps imparted only religious 
education and had nothing to do with 
military or 'terrorist' training. "Did the 
Americans kill Osama.' Only innocent 
people and students of religious 
schools were targeted. The attack 
destroyed the hostels,, two mosques 
and a few houses of the civilian 
population," the doctor says angrily. 
"Now we declare an open war on 
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America," says Habibur Rehman, 22, 
who received severe bums on half his 
body in the missUe attack. "We will 
avenge the blood of our brethren and 
tell the Americans that faith is mightier 
than tanks and missiles," says Habib in 
a pain-choked voice. On the night of 
the attack, "I was woken up by the 
sound of a big explosion. There was 
dust and fire all around. People were 
running for shelter. I was in severe 
pain." But despite his ordeal, Habib is 
determined to go back to Afghanistan 
to complete his course. "Such strikes 
cannot stop us." 

Habibur Rehman's fearlessness and 
determination to return to his camp in 
Afghanistan is surprising. 

What is it that hardens a 22-year-old 
to the vagaries of wars? 

Interviews wth those returning from 
these camps after eompleting military 
training reveal that Afghani, Pakistani 
and Kashmiri teachers train the 




militants in elementary to medium and 
high-skilled guerrilla warfare on light 
and heavy weapons. The camps are 
run by the Arabs, Pakistanis and 
feshirauEk in coordination with oach 
cAer uncterite supervision of the 
Taliban adeateistetion. Reportedly, an 
avenge # 250 people are trained « a 
time teeacitcaiiap, and the duration of 
the course ranges from 40 or 90 days to 
six months. 

Describing life inside the camps, one of 



A A new hero: Osama posters on sale. ^ 

Osama bin Laden has become a new source of 
inspiration for the radical Arab groups. The number 
of Osama's supporters from Arab countries presently 
hiding in Afghanistan is estimated to be around 200. 

ppe*fiaedical and pre- 
engineering classes have 
joined the rank and file of the 
mujahideen. "Jehad is more 
important than studying in 
college," declared one of 
Bakhr^mifl^' Untenants, 
litafelished with the help of 
US mi^^^^ ^ret 
agencies in thfc etily '80s to 
train fighters to combat Soviet 
forces in Afghanistan, these 
camps have also been visited 
by William Casey, then director 
CIA, and the late General 
Akhtar Abdur Rehman, then 
director general of the ISI. At 
the time, several camps run by 
mujahideen c(xnmanders were 
operating in the provinces of 
Kunar, Nangarhar and Khost in 
Afghanistan, sharing a border with 
Pakistan. And the mujahideen 
commandos had been trained by 
American instructors and Pakistani 
military officials, in line with guide 
books of the US Marines. Some of 
these guides were later recovered from 
the houses of Arabs in Peshawar, when 
there was a crackdown on extremists in 
1993. Similar books translated into 
Arabic were also confiscated from a 




the mujahideen, Jasim, says the day 
starts with (Fajr) morning prayers and 
an hour of exercise, followed by 
classes till mid-day. "We get military 
ie^ans and practical training at the 
camp," says Jasim, adding that in the 
afternoons the mujahideen enjoy 
S|X>m B^fS-MJuran classes are held 
after dirmer. The courses taught 
include training for normal combat to 
hit-and-run to sabotage. A number of 
educated people and students from 
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camp in Jalalabad. The camps in Khost, 
supervised by Commander Jalaluddin 
Haqqani, accommodated most of the 
Arabs who crossed into Afghanistan in 
the wake of the crackdown. 

Osama bin Laden has become a new 
source of inspiration for the radical Arab 
groups. Osama took refuge in 
Afghanistan in May 1996, after his 
eviction from Sudan. The number of 
Osama's supporters from Arab countries 
presently hiding in Afghanistan is 
estimated to be around 200. The 43- 
year-old tall and frail-looking Saudi 
dissident, who used to carry a 
Kalashnikov assault rifle on his 
shoulder, is escorted by a squ®d of his 
trusted supporters. Mindful of his 
securit)' and the hunt launched by the 
United States, O^tm keeps changing 
his sanctuan- from Nangarhar to 
Kandahar to Khost. He has announced 
the formation of the International 




J^mic Front for jehad against America 
and ISEagl and believes that his 
majaWpleen wouW eyki the infidel 
forces from the holy land, a reference to 
Saudi Arabia. 

Meanwhile, back at the training 
camps in Afghanistan, radical groups 
angered by the American attack on their 
bases, have vowed to strike back and 
target installations of their enemy. "We 
will be back with focce and 
vengeance" says one Harkat leader. ■ 



Carrying a gun and wearing a 
guerilla-style battle jacket over an 
Afghan shalwar-kameez, a white 
turban on liis head, Osama Bin Laden did 
not look like an Arab. Although he 
walked slowly with the help of a stick, as 
if suffering from back pain, and was 
obviously not in the best of health - not 
surprisingly given Afghanistan's tosh 
terrain - Bin Laden nonetheless cut a 
distinctive figure. And as sooaias he 
started speaking, forcefully arguing his 
case in fluent Arabic and displaying deep 
emotion whenever he mentioned the 
name of Islam's holy places currently 
under "American and Israeli occupation," 
one could fed the zeal and strength of 
purpose emanating from the man. 

. These are the impressions that 
Mngeped after an encounter with the 
Saudi dissident on May 26 this year in the 
Al-Badr camp in the Khost province of 
southern Afghanistan. The elaborate 
programme chalked out to welcome him 
at the appointed spot for the assignation, 
meetings in the company of his right- 
hand man Shaikh Taseer Abdullah, and 
Dr. Ayman Al-Zawahiri, the leader of the 
Islamic Jehad of Egypt, demonstrated Bin 
Laden's organisational skills. He had 
successfully managed to put up a grand 
enough show in his remote, mountainous 
hideout to visibly impress the group of 14 
journalists, including 13 Pakistanis and 
one Chinese reporter whom he had 
agreed to meet. 

Hea\y guiss bobia^ as Bin 
stepped out of his sturdy jeep with tinted 
windows, and rocket-launchers were 
fired in the air to celebrate his arrival. 
The gunfire continued for several 
minutes as Bin Laden, surrounded by 
over two dozen of his hooded 
bodyguards, walked towards the main 
building in the camp. The journalists 
were barred from taking pictures and the 
ban was lifted only after Bin Laden, 
flanked by Dr. Al-Zawahiri and Shaikh 
Abdullah, was seated in front of a huge 
banner that read 'Allah is One and 
Mohammad (pbuh) is His Prophet.' 

As it transpired, it was discovered 
much later that most of the gunners who 
fired the heavy guns ai^ fUcteBt- 
laincbers w^m*t really Biii- lat^s men. 
They were all veterans of the Afghan 



'jehad' and were mostly Afghans and 
Pakistanis staying in the nearby Zhavara 
camp. Moreover, these weapons weren't 
part of Bin Laden's arsenal, having been 
transported there for the specific purpose 
of arranging his NS'elcome. Also, Bin 
Laden's lieutenants made the joumalists 
drive three hours through mountains, 
streams an<i a desert through a 
circuiftjcajs route to reach his Al-Badr 
-camp, instead of driving half an hour on 
the direct katcha road linking his camp 
with the Salman Farsi base in Zhavara 
camp where they were put up for three 
nights waiting for the audience with Bin 
Laden. This was obviously one way of 
keeping the location of Bin Laden's camp 
a secret, and impressing upon the 
joumalists how difficult it was to meet the 
Islamist Saudi businessman. 

Bin Laden appears a simple and 
humble man, an unlikely millionaire or. 
as many western analysts and intelligence 
agents believe, a billionaire. He 
developed a fondness for the simple 
Afghan way of life, dress and food during 
the 1980s when he arrived in Afghanistan 
to participate in the 'jehad' against the 
Russian Red Army and Afghan 
Communists. Even now, he is fond of 
telling visitors how he slept during an 
encounter with the enemy and 
miraculously escaped sure death! 

Many Afghans recall how Bin Laden 
happily roughed it out in the harsh 
conditions during the war, making 
awiWbte his resources to meet the needs 
of the mujahideen, especially the Arabs 
and volunteers from other Islamic 
countries who were fighting alongside 
the Afghans. Scores of Afghan widows, 
orphans and refugees also benefited from 
charities funded by Bin Laden at the time. 
His generosity naturally made him a 
popular man in Afghanistan. It is for 
these reasons that the Taliban are now 
refusing to hand Bin Laden over to the 
US. Besides, aeeording to their deeply 
ingrained code of honour, Afghans, 
especially Pakhtoons, cannot conceive 
betraying someone who has taken refuge 
with them and sought their protection. 
And now, by standing up to the world's 
only superpower, Osama bin Laden has 
emerged as an even greater hero to many 
Muslims all over the world, not least the 
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By Rahimullah Yusufzai 



Myth and Man 

America's 'Eneit^ Number One,' Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden has become the 
inspiration for Muslim militants fighting holy crusades around the globe. 



Afghans. 

Ironically, a decade ago, Bin Laden 
was a staunch ally of the US by virtue of 
their common goals: the defeat of the 
Soviets and their eviction from 
Afghanistan, and the demise of 
Communism. At that time, volunteers 
were welcomed to participate in die 
'jehad,' and no questions were asked 
about their identity or ideology. 

Members of assorted Islamic 
movements that lay scattered around the 
globe or were being hunted in their own 
countries, couki apt hav? asked for a 
better oppominity, mA 
only to establish links with 
each other, but also to 
receive on-the-job military 
training. After their 
experience in the Afghan 
war, many of these men 
returned to their 
respective coumries mch 
asAlgemandthe 
Philippines, to fi^ their 
indigenuous political and 
military battles. 'Afghan 
Arabs' and 'Afghan Moros' 
are now familiar terms for 
the foreign veterans of the 
Afghan war. 

Bin Lacten fettuned to Saudi Arabia in 
196^, aftet tibe Red Anny wii^idrew fircan 
A^^tenistan and the 'jehad' was over. 
"While home, he reportedly began to 
support militant Islamic groups 
opposing pro-west Islamic governments, 
even as he continued to donate 
generously to varied charities. The 
arrival of the American troops in Saudi 
Arabia during the Gulf War in 1991 
infuriated him, because he felt dmt 
Islam's two most^tergd^tes, Ui^cm md 
Medina, were now under US occupation 



and these 'infidels,' the descendants of 
the Christian 'crusaders' were by their 
presence, defiling the holy land. He 
vowed then to fight until the US, British 
and French forces evacuated Saudi 
Arabia, and the Saudi royal family, 
which had invited them, was ousted 
from power. This stance, aided by 
American pressure, led to the wealthy 
Bin Laden family in Saudi Arabia 
disowning Osama, and forcing him to 
flee to Sudan. However, after finding a 
brief respite in Sudan, he was compelled 
to flee from diere as well, reportedly ' 




▲ Osama Bin Laden and Dr. Aynnan Ai-Zawahin of Egypt (right) 
and hb right-hand man, Shaikh Taseer Abdullah <m his left, 
(hiring a press conference In Khost in Afghanistan in May, 1 998. 

due to pressure by the US. He finally 
found lefu^ in Afghanistan. 

After blaming Bin Laden for almost all 
the attacks aga:uist its faciliti^ and 
citizens, indtoding tho^ in Yen^n, 
Somalia, New York and Saudi Arabia, 
the US has, over the years, employed 
every conceivable means to track him 
down and plug his financial 
infrastructure so diat he is unable to 
patronise his network of supporters 
around the world. 

ilEwew^ to date, all American efforts 



to capture the 43-year-old Saudi 
dissident have failed. Even the 
Tomahawk missile attack on his hideout 
in the Al-Badr camp in Khost on August 
20, was wrongly timed and not very 
devastating. The building where he 
held his last press conference in May in 
diat very camp, is largely intact, and 
most of the infrastructure, which is, 
contrary to reports, extremely basic and 
unsophisticated, is still usable. 

During a recent visit to the Al-Badr 
and Zhavara camps in Khost, the first by 
any journalist after the August 20 US air 
strikes, it was learnt that 
Bin Laden and his top 
aides were not present in 
the camps the night of the 
attack; they were 
probably in Kandahar, the 
headquarters of the 
Taliban Islamic Movement 
in south-western 
Afghanistan. And having 
survhred the attack and 
now treatening the US 
with reprisals, Bin Laden 
is likely to keep the 
Americans on their toes, 
as long as he is able to 
keep his Taliban hosts 
happy and is allowed to operate from 
the safety of his host country. He may 
sound boastful while threatening the US 
and Israel in view of his limited strength 
in terms of manpower and resources, 
but there is no denying the fact that this 
unassuming Saudi businessman has run 
circles round the world's most powerful 
nation and, in the process, become the 
inspiration for a large number of 
Muslims who increasingly feel 
Washington has wronged their religion 
and its followers. ■ 
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By Samina Ahmed 



The (Un)holy Nexus? 

The close ideological and military ties between Pakistani religious 
extremists and the Tallin a grave threat to Pakistan's 

d^ocratic order. 



Prime Minister 
Sharif s sudden and 
surprising d^^n 
to impose a puritanical 
Islamic code through the 
Fifteenth ccaaf^teioiial 
amendment marks yet 
another milestone in the 
march of the Pakistani 
taliban' to conquer the land 
of the pure. The equally 
sudden and surprising 
emergence of the Afghan 
Taliban four years ago and 
their unexpected viaorfes 
over their secular 
opposition in August bear 
grave implications for a 
secular democratic order in 
Pakistan. Indoctrinated by 
Pakistam religious parties, 
provided a base oi 
operations on Pakistani soil, 
sponsored and supported 
by the Pakistani establishment, the 
fortunes of the Afghan Taliban and 
their Pakistani counterparts have been 
closely linked from the very start. It 
hardly comes as a surprise that die 
Taliban's military victories and their 
missionary zeal has Meaed their 
Pakistani brethren, infusing then\ with 
renewed fervour to bring undiluted 
Islamic rule to Pakistan. 

The US military strikes against 
suspected terrorist bases on Taliban- 
controlled territory in Afghanistan have 
provided further impetus to the drive 
of Pakistani religious extremists to 
pressure the Pakistan government for 
Isiaixuss^@fi^ d^^ilSnilii^ 
action to mobilise domestic su|iip^ for 




▲ The Taliban amtiyi A base of c»peratiom on Pakistani ^1. 



their aaise, clamouring for the 
supremacy of the Shariah in anti-US 
demonstrations day after day, the 
Islamist parties have successfully 
demonstrated their street power. Their 
bid to enforce a punitive and rigidly 
enforced Islamic order within Pakistan 
appears to have succeeded as a weak, 
unstable, domestically isolated 
government facing a concerted 
q^XJsition campaign and a bleak 
economic future that clutches at 
religious straws for political survival. 

The strategy of using religion to 
attain domestic legitimacy and to divert 
domestic dissent is hardly a new one. 
Nor Is the linkage between Islamic 



a recent phenomenon. Not so very 
long ago, the 2m regime chose to use 
Islam as a legitimising device to govern 
over an unwilling population. The Zia 
regime was also responsible for 
establishing institutionalised ties 
between its Islamist clients in Pakistan 
afKj Afghanistan. In 1977, General 
Ziaul Haq overtiirew Prime Mnister 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. Facing domestic 
resistance, Ziafpunci it eaqpedteat to 
use Islam to legitimise his unpopular 
regime with the connivance of 
extremist Surmi religious parties such 
as thejamaat-i-lslami. Following the 
Saur revolution in Afghanistan, Zia 
used Afghan Islamist groups based in 
Pakistan, such as die Jamiat-i-blami of 
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▲ General Zia-ui-Haq: Godfather to 
the Af^an mujahideen. 



Indoctrinated by 
Pakistani religious 
parties, provided a base 

of operations on 
Pakistani soil, sponsored 
and supported by the 
Pakistani establishment, 

the fortunes of the 
Afghtn Tlfclibtn artd their 
Pakistani counterparts 
have been closely linked 
from the very ?^3ift. 



Burhanuddin RaWbani and the Hezb-i- 
Islami of Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, to 
channel support to the political 
opponents of the People's Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) to enforce 
Pakistan's will over a traditional 
regional foe. Since these groups had a 
coinraon interest with Pakistam 
religious parties in undermining the 
socialist Afghan regime, Pakistani 
religious extremists soon became 
actively involved in the Afghan jehad, 
with the knowledge and approval of 
the Zia junta. 

As the resistance to the PDPA grew, 
the Soviets moved into Afghanistan to 
aid their Afghan allies. General Zia was 
provided the perfect pretext to justify 
military and material support for the 
Afghan rebels on the ground of the 
communist threat. Soviet military 
presence in Afghanistan's civil wax aJ^ 
resulted in a partnership of 
convenience between the Zia regime, 
Pakistani and Afghan Islamist groups 
and the US. The Pakistani military 
identified suitable Afghan partners for 
their war of attrition against the Afghan 
regime, transformed Islamist groups 
into political parties and withheld i*. 
patronage from more secular segments 
of the Afghan opposition. Sancmary 
and cross-border facilities were 
provided by Pakistan to these Islamist 
organisations and groups. Pakistani 
authorities also directly disbufsed 
substantial military and economic 
assistance from US as well as other, 
especiaiiy Saudi Arabianj soutces to 
their Afghan clients. 

In this struggle against godless 
communism. Islamic militants from the 
Middle East were also welcomed into 
the fold of the self-styled mujahideen 
by the Pakfstani regime, with %xt 
knowledge and approval of the US. 
Amongst them was Osama' bin Laden, a 
Saudi e^pemia decBcated to the cause 
of jehad. Pakistani religious parties cKd 
not lag far behind in providing 
volunteers for the Afghan civil war. In 
the process, close ties were forged 
between Afghan and Pakistani Sunni 
extremists. Zia's use of religion to 
acquire domestic legitimacy and to 
counter Shla dissent had included the 



extension of economic and political 
patronage to Sunni fundamentalists, 
strengthening them vis-a-vis their Shia 
and secular opponents. The Afghan 
conflict gave religious rivals in Pakistan 
access to arms and military training. As 
a result, sectarian conflict in Pakistan 
acquired a far more violent hue than it 
had ever before in the country's 
histcwy. 

Even after the Soviet withdrawal 
from Afghanistan in 1988, and the 
declared avowal of Pakistan to distance 
itself from the internecine conflict in 
Afghanistan, the policy of extending 
military and economic assistance and a 
base of operations to chosen Afghan 
partners continued unabated. In its 
cftjtee of Afghan partners, Pakistan 
continued to patronise extreme Afghan 
religious factions to forward its goal of 
establishing a suitably pliable regime in 
Kabul. Ironically, when Rabbani's 
Islamist party, the Jamiat-i-Islami, 
finally succeeded in capuiring the 
Afghan capital in 1992, its ethnic 
composition and its propensity for 
accommodating left-leaning forces was 
unacceptable to Pakistan's authoritative 
decision-makers. 

Although Pakistani preferences in 
Afghanistan remained unchanged, the 
end of the cold war and the Soviet 
Union's demise led to a US re- 
examination of its Afghan policy. US 
governments began to view with 
disfavour arid unease their former 
fiindamentalist Af^ri alies as tiiey 
extended their jehad beyond Afghan 
soil. By the mid-1990s, battle-hardened 
Algerian, Sudanese, Egyptian, Pakistani 
and other Islamic warriors were 
involved in militant activity in a number 
of Middle Eastern states, as well as 
within the US itself , sudi as the 
bombing of the Worid Trade Center in 

1993. ' 

Within Pakistan, the Afghan civil 
war continued to contribute to violent 
sectarian strife as arms flowed across 
the Pakistan-Afghan border and the 
Pakistani extremists brought their holy 
war home, using the platform of 
militant Sunni parties and groups. 
TTiere were some cosmetic changes in 
Pakistan's Afghan policy as a result of 
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us pressure, including the expulsion of 
a number of Arab and African 
extremists to Afghanistan. However, 
Pakistani decision-makers had far from 
abandoned their ultimate goal of 
controlling Afghanistan's political 
fortunes. In fact, their desire to direct 
the course of Afghan politics acquired a 
new urgency, since the end of the cold 
war priesented fuel-starved Pakistan an 
opportunity to access the oil and gas 
resources of Central Asia via Afghan 
territory. 

Pakistani impatience for a quick and 
acceptable end to the Afghan civil war 
was a major factor behind its backing of 
the Taliban - a Pushtun group . 
emerging from theological schools in 
Balochistan and the. NWFP, run by the 
Jamiat-i-Ulema-i-Islam (Fazlur 
Rehman). The Taliban teamed up with 
Pushtun commanders and religious 
leaders against Rabbani's forces and 
took over the western province of 
Kandahar bordering on Balochistan. 
They then consolidated their control 
over most of the Pushtun areas adjacent 
to Pakistani territory. After a series of 
reverses, the Taliban finally succeeded 
in moving towards the north and the 
west. 

The.Taliban's advance towards Shia, 
Tajik and Hazara areas resulted in the 
formation of the Northern Alliance, 
composed of Rabbani's Tajik- 
dominated Jamiat-i-Islami, Uzbek 
General Dostum's Jumbish-i-Milli and 
the Shia Hazara-dominated Hizb-i- 
Wahdat. The Taliban's imposition of an 
orthodox Sunni code in the territories 
controlled by them brought Iran more 
openly on the side of the Northern 
Alliance, concerned about the threat to 
Afghan Shias and the existence of a 
hostile sectarian force on their borders. 
The Sunni extremist militia was 
unacceptable to Russia and the Central 
Asian republics, who were concerned 
about the spread of Islamic extremism 
into the southern reaches of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States. 

Iran, Russia and the Central Asian 
republics have accused Pakistan of 
active military involvement in 
Aghanistan and have attributed the 
Taliban's military prowess to the direct 



involvement of the Pakistan military, 
especially after the capture of Mazar-i- 
Sharif and other Taliban advances into 
the westem and northern provinces 

. controlled by the Northem Alliance. 
Rejecting these charges, Pakistan has 
reiterated its impartiality in the Afghan 
internecine conflict, a claim that is 
difficult to sustain given the fact that 
Pakistan was the very first state to 

'accord recognition to the Taliban after 
their capture of Kabul in September 
1996. 

The Taliban's recent military 
successes have caused great jubilation 
amongst the ranks of their Pakistani 
supporters, including segments of the 
decision-making apparatus and their 
Islamist allies such as the JUI-F. 
However, the prospect of a Taliban- 
controlled Afghanistan is viewed as a 
threat to Pakistani security by liberal, 
secular political and opinion-making 
circles in Pakistan. It is feared that 
Iran's ire, which has increased manifold 
as a result of the Taliban refusal to hand 
over captured Iranian diplomats and 
citizens after the capture of Mazar-i- 
Sharif, will rebound on Pakistan. Iran 
holds Pakistan responsible for the 
safety of its captive citizens in 
Afghanistan and has warned the 
Taliban that it would not hesitate to use 
force, if necessary, to protect them. If 
rumours about anti-Shia atrocities by 
the Taliban, following their latest 
military conquests are true, then a more 
aggressive Iranian response is more 
than likely as is increased sectarian 
tensions in Pakistan. Moreover, should 
the Taliban ignore Russian and Central 
Asian wamings to refrain from 
spreading their extremist message 
across CIS borders, Pakistan will 
inevitably be held responsible for the 
actions of its Afghan allies. The result 
will be heightened political tensions 
with Russia and the CIS and no Central 
Asian gas pipeline. 

Even if it so desires, the Taliban's 
aversion to negotiation and diplomatic 
bargaining will make it very difficult for 
Pakistan to persuade them to modify 
their intemal and external behaviour. 
The inability of the Taliban to see 
reason has been best demonstrated by 



the Osama bin Laden affair. The US 
decision to use military force against 
purported terrorist targets in 
Afghanistan was primarily a muscle- 
flexing exercise, meant to serve as a 
warning to the bin Laden's Taliban 
hosts that the US had the military ability 

Pakistani religious 
parties did not lag far 
behind in providing 
volunteers for the 
Afghan civil war In the 
process^ dose ties v^ere 
forged between Afghan 
and Pakistani Sunni 
extremists. TheM^han 
conflict gave religious 
rivzJs in Pakistan access 
to arms and military 
training- As a result, 
sectarian conflict in 
Pakistan acquired a f^ 
more violent hue than it 
had ever before in the 
country's history. 

and the political will to use unilateral 
force where and when its perceived 
vital interests were threatened. 
However, in the wake of US military 
action and threats, the Taliban are still 
unwilling to expel bin Laden from 
Afghan soil. Hence there is no 
guarantee that the Saudi millionaire will 
not use his Afghan base once again to 
strike at US civilian or military targets. 
The US is paying a high price for its use 
of Islamic extremism to forward its 
interests in Afghanistan. 

Given Pakistan's unstable domestic 
environment, its geographic proximity 
to Afghanistan and the extent of its 
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invoiyement in the Afghan civil war, the 
price that PaJdstan will pay will be far 
greater. Pakistani religious seminaries 
provide moral and rriaterial support to 
Afghan Sunni extremists and remain the 



revolution is around the comer for 
neighbouring Pakistan. 

US military action in Afghanistan has 
also liad a domestic backlash for the 
Sharif government. Pakistani airspace 



type theocracy. Attempting to appease 
the resurgent religious right and to 
mask its failure to resolve pressing 
economic and political problems, the 
Muslim League has decided to follow 
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A M^tisai refugiee camps: A home away from home. 



main imidffiig grounds and a base of 
operations for iie Taliban within 
Pakistani territory. Moreover, large 
numbers of Pakistani religious activists 
have fought alongside their Afghan 
allies in every Taliban offensive. And 
Sunni Islamist parties in Pakistan are 
d&ectly involved in helping the Taliban 
to a^eit their authority through a 
punitiviB IslanaiG order. 

The exteitt of the involvement of 
Pakistani religious parties in the Afghan 
civil war has been exposed by the US 
military strikes in Afghanistan which 
resulted in a number of Pakistani 
casualties. Questioned about Pakistani 
c^iMfeies, Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz 
claimed that it was impossible to 
prevent the flow of Pakistani 
"volunteers" ferihe Taliban cause 
across the porous Pakistan-Afghan 
border. The Taliban leadership on its 
part has also revealed tliat Pakistani 
religious activists have been given 
admirusuative responsibilities to 
ei^Mw TtttMi® mh in newly 
ceraqe^ped^ t^Biies, The Taliban 
\ic»OTes ia si^i^nistaft are seen as a 
victory for orthodox Suraii Islam by 
their Pakistarii supporters and as an 
indiq^Qji a Slinni Islamic 
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was used by the US for its missile strikes 
against bin Laden's bases in landlocked 

Afghanistan. Questions have since 
been raised, within and outside 
pariiament, of the government's role. 
For Sharif s critics, if the government is 
correct in claiming that it had no 
previous knowledge of the US strikes, 
then it has failed to safeguard Pakistan's 
territorial integrity. Other critics, 
particularly the Islamist parties, 
however, accuse the government of 
conniving with the US, initially by 
pro\'iding key information that linked 
bin Laden to the bombing of the US 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, and 
then b)' consenting to the use of 
Pakistan's airspace for US military 
strikes against an Islamic target. 

In fact, the US military action has 
pro\'ided the Taliban's Pakistani 
counterparts the perfect pretext to 
mobili.se public support and to 
undermine the Sharif government. 
Holding demonstration after anti-US 
demonstration, Sunni religious parties 
ranging from the JUl-F -td the Sipah-e- 
Sahaba have raised slogans of jehad 
against the US and called for the 
imposition of the Shariah, replacing 
parliamentary democracy by a Taliban- 



the legkcy of Zia-ul-Haq by attempting 
to use religion to gain domestic 
l^itimacy. 

General Zia, however, failed to win 
over the hearts and minds of the 
Pakistani people through the 
manipulation of religion. Sharif s 
avowed intent to impose the Islamic 
Shariah tiirough a'ConstitilttCtfial 
amendment eqtiatly unlikely to 
enhance his intemal legltimaby in a 
climate of political and sec^rian 
polarisation and an economic crisis of 
unprecedented dimensions. However, 
the batde for political control will, once 
again, be fought inside and outside 
pariiament on the issue of Islam and 
Islamic governance. This renewed 
focus on religion, no matter how 
opportunistic, will give Sunni religious 
parlies an Opportunity of highlighting 
their demands for an orthodox Islamic 
order. In this atmosphere of 
heightened intolerance, the close 
ideological and military ties between 
Pakistani religious extremists and their 
Taliban allies could fuel further political 
instability and .sectarian violence, 
making Pakistan itself a potential target 
of terrorism from the camps of its 
Afghan allies. ■ 
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War Games 



By Rizwan Qureshi 



Most madrassah students remve some modicum of military 
training during their acaimic careers at any one of the 4,500 
or so seminary schools across Pakistan... 



If the more vocal members of 
religions circles in Afghanistan 
and the Frontier province are to 
be believed, the pan-Islamic 
jihad of die Afghan people and dieir 
Pakistani and Arab allies has 
entered a new phase, with Mulla 
Mohammad Omar and Osama bin 
Laden leading the way. 

*^e have defeated tfw 
communists and now we must 
defeat the forces of Nasuara 
(Christians) who have become tools 
W tf«e hands of the Yahood (Jews)," 
says Dr Ahmad Sarwar, a siffgion 
at Kabul's Qiaharsad Bister 
Hospital. Dr Sarwar, incidentally, is 
also a volimteer of the Harkatul 
Mi^ahideen, an Islamic militant 
group fighting in both Afg^ianistan 
and Kashmir. 

Seated in an eerie hole-in-the-wall 
rotfeiteied deep inside a narrow 
by-lane off Peshawar's Jamrad 
Road, which Harkat activists use as 
their office, Dr Sarwar told the 
HerM that the time has come for 
Nfuslhs^ to ti^ jihad beyond 
tiie borders of Afghanistan. 
Hardline religious groups such as 
the Harkat apparently believe that 
acts like the car-bombing of US 
embassies in Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam may be one way of carrying 
the jihad into "enemy" territory. For 
ii\stance, when Harkat chief 
Maulana Fazlur Rahman KhaUl 
publicly vowed during an August 
22 press conference in Islamabad to 
avenge last month's US missile 
strikes, he was dearly threatening 
Washington with an offensive on 



American interests worldwide. 

Besides acts of outright 
aggression, there are other ways to 
take the jihad further afield as well, 
as a moderate madrassah cleric 
pointe out. "Missiles caimot help 
you capture territory, but men of 
faith can," says Maulana Hasan Jan, 
a fonner JUI (F) MNA and top 



some modicum of military training 
during dieir acadeinic careers at any 
one of the 4,500 or so seminary 
schools across Pakistan. Some 
students opt to spend their 
vacations undergoing formal 
military training at camps located in 
Afghanistan and Azad Kashmir. 
Omers end up receiving short 
courses in the use of lignt assault 
weapons as and when the Tafiban 
government requisitions 
reinforcements to consolidate its 
campaign inside Afghanistan. 

"We were given one ;vveek of 
trainine [somewhere irl flie eastern' 
Ningamar province of Afghanistan] 
in how to use a kalashnikov in 
various battlefield situations," says 
Amin Jaiv a 19-year-old Paldstani 
who is a sbcth-ye^ student at a 
seminary in- Aiakhel, 25 kilometers 
east of Peshawar. "Thereafter, we 
were sent out on checkpost duties ) 
between Jalalabad and Kd)ul.'' Jan! 
was one of about 15,000 Pakistani ' 
and Afghan studente from the 
Frontier province who crossed into;, 
Afghanistan following the capture j : 



Early learning: young pupils at a madrassah in Khost 



administrator of the Madrassah 
Imdkdul Uloom it flje Masjid-i- 
Darvesh, situated in tihe heart of the 
Peshawar cantoimient area. "If we 
can manage to put die Taliban on 
American soil, we can capture the 
enireUnited States." Behind this 
optimism stand two decades of the 
Afghan war, and the flooring of cme 
superpower. 
Most madrassah students receive 



of Mazar-e-Sharif by the Taliban on 
Augusts. 

Jan, Qari Mohammad Naiin, 
a teacher at tiie Madrassah Imdadul 
Uloom, has just returned from 
Af gjianistan after spending three 
months imparting training in ligjht 
weapons to "young madrassah 
boys" at a makeshift camp near 
Bagram, a strategic airbase 50 
kilometers north of Kabul currently 
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Shell-Shocked: residents of a village In 
Khost that was struck by 10 US Cruise 
missiles 



held by Ahmad Shah Masood. 
"Sudv eiceixases 

prepare die boys for their duties at a 
che(^ost or in a weapons collection 
squacC" says Qari Nairn, 30, who 
has received formal guerrilla 
training and has fought on several 
war fronts over ihe last four years. 

All madrassahs in the Frontier 
province closed down for an 
extraordinary two-week vacation in- 
early August when the Taliban 
prepared to attack Mazar. "Three 
days before the f afi of Mazar, we 
received a request from Mulla 
Mohammad Omar to send in the 
boys. The Taliban would need to 
disarm the people, man the new 
checkposts falling to them, and fill 
the gaps created by the 
overstretching of me Taliban's 
raises," says Maulana Samiul Haq, 
ddef of his 6wn fection of the JUI 
iBKi top administrator of the 
renowned Darul Uloom Haqqania 
at Akora Khatak, 65 kilometers east 
of Peshawar. 

So when ihe Au^st 20 missile 
attack on Afghanistan came, more 
than half the students of the 
Frontier' s major religious seminaries 
were actually in Afghanistan, 



performing war duties. But 
enough students had 
stayed behind in Pakistan 
to put up a convincing 
show of strength on the 
morning after the attack. 

"I heard about the attack 
on the BBC's 11 o'clock 
bulletin [on the night of 
August 20]," says Qari 
Fayazur Rahman, chief of 
the Madrassah Markazi 
Darul Qurra, situated in 
the congested 
Namakmandi locality of 
downtown Peshawar. 
"Soon afterwards I started 
receiving phofte cafls from 
those who were 
heartbroken by the news. 
They wanted me to throw 
open the gates of the 
mosque and let the boys 
out to hold an agitation. 
But I told them that 
everyone was asleep and 
that we would do 
everything in our power to 
hold a successful agitation 
in the morning." 

The next day, the Taliban 

came out in full strength 
after the Friday prayers. From { v: ,- 
Akora Khatak to Kdiat and frpm^l 
Chitral to Miramshah, they held r 
huge processions, blocked roads , 
and highways, and delivered fiery 
speeches against the Americans and 
their "lackeys in Pakistan." In 
Peshawar, the mood'was more 
direatening. Backed by the city's 
huge Afghan population, students 
here attempted to storm the 
American Centre and the British 
Council, and clashed with the 
police. More than 15 people were 
injured in these skirmishes. In 
Jalalabad, meanwhile, a Taliban 
mob attacked and shot two United 
Nations officials, one of whom, an 
Italian military official, died the 
following day. 

"The accuracy with which the 
missiles hit their targets in Zhavar 
compels us to believe that they were 
launtJied from land," Jalauddin 
Haqqani, a former student of the 
Darul Uloom Haqqania and the 
Taliban minister for border affairs, 
told tihe Herald in an interview in 
Miramshah on August 22. The 
innuendo clearly pointed to the 
possible use of Pakistani soil for the 
attack. 



In a related development, the 
Taliban authorities in an 
unpublidsed message advised 
Pakistani diplomats in Kabul, Herat 
and Kandahar to avoid appearing in 
public because their lives may be in 
danger. There are also reports of a 
Taliban protest lodged with 
Islamabad over the latter's 
^^permission to let the Americans 
use its soil to launch the missiles" 
which destroyed "religious 
seminaries" in Khost. 

On August 22, at a high-level 
meeting in Islamabad chaired by the 
interior minister, Pakistani officials 
expressed apprehensions that 
"tenbrist groups and their 
syuhp^itisers . . . may resort to 
terrorist attacks in tlus country." 
During the meeting, which was 
attended by the chiefs of the Inter- 
Services Intelligence, the 
Intelligence Bureau, iie Federal 
Investigation Agency and the Civil 
Aviation Authority, as well as 
senior administration and police 
officials, special instructions were 
issued to tne security ^endes "to 
keep an eye on the movement of 
groups linked to Osama bin Laden." 

Today, offidals of the NWFP 
home department believe the storm 
of protest has blown over, but they 
are still on their toes. More than 100 
western diplomats and NGO 
vOjffimls who were shifted to 
Islamabad imder tight security at 
three a.m. on August 21 have 
started returning to Peshawar, albeit 
under strict instructions not to visit 
public places or use diplomatic 
registration plates on meir vehicles. 

Meanwhile, thousands of Taliban 
are making their way back to their 
madrassahs at the end of the 
extraordinary two-week vacation, to 
resume their lessons in religion, 
philosophy, mathematics and the 
New World Order. 

"Aiming missiles at Osama is as 
ridiculous as using an anti-aircraft 
gun to shoot a flea," thunders Qari 
Fayazur Rahman in front of his 
turbaned students at a post-Asr 
sermon. "They are actually aiming 
at Islam. This is what the New 
World Order is all about. But they 
will shortly meet their doom, for the 
name that shall remain supreme 
above all others i& ^e name of 
Allah." 

"No doubt, no doubt," murmur 
the Taliban piously. ■ 
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By Behrdz Khan 



Bumper Crop 

Opium from Afghanistan is likely to hit the world 
market in a big way this season. 



Independent surveys reveal that 
Afghanistan will flood the world 
market with an estimated 2500 
metric tons of opium this season. After 
Burma, Afghanistan is the second 
largest poppy cultivating country in the 
world. 

However, officials from the United 
Nations Drug Control Programme 
(UNDCP) put the estimated yield of dry 
opium at about 2300 metric tons, the 
amount Afghanistan produced the 
previous year. Of the country's 32 
provinces, 8 cultivate the poppy crop 
every year. They are supported by the 
local administration and by the 
Northern Alliance led by ousted Afghan 
president, Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

There is an unusual arrangement 
between the UNDCP and Taliban 
authorities for the eradication of the 
poppy crop in areas controlled by 
student militia. "Since the UN does not 
recognise the Taliban as the legitimate 
rulers of Afghanistan, the UNDCP has 
to work out a memorandum of 
understanding with them instead of a 
formal agreement," says a UNDCP 
official who added that both sides were 
committed to bringing the opium 
production down to zero by the year 
2000. 

The UNDCP is planning to resume 
its developmental aaivities in the 
provinces of Kandahar and Helmand. 
The UN had earlier suspended these 
projects because of the Taliban's 
opposition to them. "We have held 
talks with the Taliban to help them in 
the revamping and recommissioning of 
the wool factory in Helmand," said the 
UNDCP official. The factory and the 
provincial capital of the province, 
Lashkargah, were established during 



former monarch Zahir Shah's era in the 
late 1960s, with the financial assistance 
of the United States. 

According to last year's statistics, 
Helmand is the major opium-producing 
province of Afghanistan and its annual 
dried opkim yield is 1507.49 metric 
tons. This is followed by Nangarhar at 
634.15 meuic tons. Parts of the 
Balkh and Baghlan provinces 
and many districts of 
Badakhshan, (Rabbani's native 
province) produce opium 
under the control of the 
opposition alliance. The 
official said the UNDCP was 
working for the revival of the 
old industrial zone in 
Kandahar in order to create 
job opportunities for the 
locals. 

However, Taliban 
authorities have some 
reservations. "The UN 
has to recognise the 
Islamic government bf 
Afghanistan if it is 
interested in the 
eradication of opium 
production," says a Taliban 
official from the Nangarhar 
province. It is worth mentioning that 
more than 100 mobile heroin 
laboratories owned by Afghan and 
Pakistan drug-pushers have been set 
up on the Pak-Afghan border, these 
labs can be shifted aaoss the border 
whenever there is pressure from the 
Taliban or Pakistani authorities. 

As part of the memorandum signed 
by the governor of Nangarhar, Maulvi 
Abdul Kabir, and Giovani Quaglia, 
chief of operations UNDCP in Vienna, 
on April 29, Taliban authorities burnt 




two metric tons of opium which they 
collected from farmers in Kama, Ali 
Shang, Alingar and Kargahi districts of 
the southern provinces of Nangarhar, 
Logar and Kunar. 

The burning ceremony took place in 
June and was also attended by UNDCP 
officials. However, the Afghan 
government continues to tax the 
opium produce. The two 
sides have agreed that no poppy 
cultivation should be allowed 
in 'new areas' ruled by the 
Taliban to "control the balloon 
effect" The estimated yield in 
these 'new areas' is around 
eight metric tons according 
to UNDCP sources but 
they say they have been 
lenient with fanners in 
the collection drive. 
Afghan journalists returning 
from Taliban headquarters 
this week also reported that 
the opium yield might be 
affected this season due to 
'he ftingal disease that hit 
the crop in Kandahar, 
Orazgan and Helmand 
provinces. 
However, the situation in the 
poppy-growing areas in Pakistan has 
improved over the last decade. A 
grand operation was launched by the 
authorities in Dir, Bajaur and Mohmand 
agencies to destroy the standing poppy 
crop in April and May, amidst 
resistance and violent protest by 
farmers against the government's anti- 
poppy drive. Meanwhile, the UNDCP 
has warned that all developmental 
projects will be stopped in Pakistan if it 
fails to comply with its commitment of 
zero opium production by 1998. ■ 
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Osama's World 

Osama bin Laden's most outstanding achievement to date is 
that he has shifted the reliance of the so-called pan-Islamic 
jihad, in terms of both resources and ideology, from individual 
states to transnational networks... 



From a nameless Ikhwan 
volunteer to America's Public 
Enemy Number One, Osama 
bin Laden has come a long 
way. thd very agencies that built 
the Saudi ^errilla fighter into a cult 
figure are now hard pressed to 
guess where he will strike next. It is 
a war which no less a person than 
the US secretory of stete expects to 
be a "long-term struggle" and "a 
war of the future." 
Perhaps bin Laden's most 




Bin Laden; giobalising 'jihad' 

outstanding achievement to date is 
that he has shifted the reliance of 
the so-called pan-Islamic jihad, in 
terms <rf botit resources and 
ideology, from individual states to 
transnational networks. A multi- 
millionaire who made a fortune in 
the construction business, bin Laden 
achieved fame and glory on the soil 
of Afghanistan and is today a 
household name around the world. 
Bin Laden was deeply involved in 



the Af^wn 'jihad' agaii«t Soviet 
occupation right from 1979. Besides 
fighting alongside his brothers in 
arms, he used his road construction 
equipment to blast massive ttinnels 
in the Zjazji mountains, just across 
the border from Pakistan's Kurram 
Agency, to create guerrilla hospitals 
and weapons dumps. In 1992 he left 
Afghanistan, disgusted by the 
factional fighting that broke out 
following the abdication of 
president Dr NajibuUah. Thereafter, 
he lived in Sudan until 1996, when 
he was exp^iai by the govifnment 
in Khartoum on me request of the 
US. 

Of the many acts of international 
terrorism of which bin Laden has 
been accused, the most prominent 
are the bombing of a US base in 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, in June 1996 
which kUled 19 Americans, and 
repeated atfeacks on the Egyptian 
police allegedly by his Arab fighters 
from Afghanistan. For his part, bin 
Laden has always denied mese 
charges. 

Stripped of Saudi nationality and 
expelled from Sudan, bin Laden 
returned to Afghanistan on May 18, 
1996 and set up a base at Torabora 
in the Agam area of Ningarhar. He 
subsequently shiftfd to Kamiahar 
and later revived the Al-Badr base 
in Khost. 

Once a commander of thousands 
erf Arab fighters whom he brought 
to Afghanistan, bte Laden has seen 
the ranks of his supporters shrink 
since the onset of the civil war, with 
even as friendly a goverrunent as 
Pakiston arresting or eliminating his 
men on often flimsy grounds. But he 
is still reported to have a following 
of between 200 to 400 Arab veterans 



of the Af ^an war against So\det 
occupation. 

For the last three years, he has 
been engaged in a virulent 
campaign to eyict western forces 
from Saudi Arabia and "liberate" 
Muslim holy places. In May 1998, at 
a high-profile ceremony at his Al- 
Badr camp in Khost, he formally 
launched nis International Islamic 
Front against the US and Israel. 

Partiy due to such pursuits, bin 
Ladffli continues to live 
dangerously. Three attempts have 
been made on his life so far — two 
in Sudan and one in Jalalabad, 
ironically, all three came from 
witiun the ranks of his trusted 
bodyguards. 

Bin Laden also has his opponents 
among tiie Taliban establishment, 
more prominent am(mg them being 
Kandahar governor Mulla 
Mohammad Hasan and Mulla 
Mohammad Rabbani, head of the 
Taliban interim ruling council. But 
he is widely admired by die Taliban 
rank and file for his courage and 
fighting prowess. Besides, the 
Amirul Momineen, Mulla 
MdiaBffiMtd Outer, hasiseei 
treating him as a guest in 
characteristic Afghan fashion, and 
has refused all requests or demands 
for his extradition. 

However, the latest US missile 
attacks on Afghanistan, and the 
impact they have had on bin 
Laden's popularity in the Islamic 
world, may have caused some 
tensions between him and Mulla 
Omar, forcing the latter to publicly 
snub bin Laden, telling him not to 
run a "parallel government in 
Afghanistan." ine missile strikes 
may also have strengthened tiie 
position of bin Laden's opponents 
in Afghanistan, who now nave an 
added argument in their favour — 
neutralising him in the interest of 
tiie government in Kabul, which 
badly needs international 
recognition and donors' funds for 
reconstruction. 

For his part, Osama bin Laden has 
made his peace with Mulla Omar by 
promising not to comment publicly 
on Afghan affairs. But with his long- 
standing struggle and new-found 
popularity, it wQl be interesting to 
see where he goes from here. ■ 

— Rizwan QuresHi 
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76 kflled as rocket attacks 
on Kabul city continue 



KABUL (AFP) - Another 10 civil- 
ians were kiUcd and another 10 wound- 
ed when a heavy rocket hit northern 
residential areas of the Afghan capital 
Monday afternoon, residents told AFP. 

The heavy rocket* the second to hit 
Kabul on Monday, landed in a residen- 
tial area in the Khair Khana vicinity, 
razing a two-storey house and partial- 
ly destroying at least four others. 

Local rescuers were desperately 
digging through debris for fiurvivors. 

Earlier ar^nd noon a rocket fell 
on wasteland, without causing any in- 
jury. 5 
The latest srikc on Monday raises 
the death toll in two days of rocket 
attack to 76. At least 66 people were 
killed and 2 1 5 wounded in devastating 
attacks on crowded areas of Kabul on 
Sunday. 

Residents believe the missile at- 
tacks have been launched by the forces 
of key anti-Taliban commander Ah- 
mad Shah Masood, positioned 25 kil- 
ometers ( 15 miles) north of Kabul . 

However, Mohammad Mohaqiq. 
an opposition spokesman in a state- 
ment over Radio Iran denied this say- 
ing its forces only attacked miiitaiy 
installations. 

An AFP reporter saw volunteers 
retrice the bodies of two young girls 
• from the house which received a direct 
hit. A man was recovered unhuit from 
the debris. 

The rocket caused a two-meter (six 
feet) deep and five-meter wide crater 
in the front yard of the house. It shat- 
tered Walls and windows of nearby 
houses. 

The casualues were mostly among 
women and children who were work- 
ing cn a caipet weaving loom in the 



K3 a. 4-5 
house. 

"My dear kids, how can I find you 
from under piles of ruins»" a surviving 
father cried as rescue workers carried 
the body of his young daughter on a 
stretcher. ^ 

"Look at this. They kill our chil- 
dren in the name of Islam," shouted 
another wailing man carrying the dis- 
membered leg of a child just dug out. 

The moving scene triggered an 
outburst from the crowd of Taliban 
soldiers and confused residents. 

Relief workers said the chances of 
survival for those still under the ruins 
remained bleak as the pace of the res- ; 
cue operation conducted by local res- 
idents without proper equipment was 
slow. 

Ambulances of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
were rushing the casualties to hospi- 
tals. 

No other international organiza- 
tion is ourently present in Kabul to 
assist the local authorities in handUng 
the situation. 

An ICRC spokesman expressed 
concern over what he said was action 
**condcmned by intcmaiiona! law," 

Juan Martinez said ^me of the 
city hospitals also lacked enough ma- 
terials to treat the wounded. 

The ICRC has distributed blan- 
kets and plasdc sheathe among 169 
families, the spokesman said i^ing 
the. committee was prepared to cope 
with the situatiotL 

Several residents meanwhile ac- 
cused Masood forces of deliberately 
targetting their houses. 

'This cannot be a mistake," a wail- 
ing student, Mohammad Sadeq» said. 
He said Masood was victimizing the 



attended by the foreign ministers of 
ChiDa.Iran,Pakistan,Tajildstan,Turk- 
inemstaii atid Uzbekistan, plus the 
United States and Russia. 

Chiiia will have to steer a middle 
course so as not to offend either Paki- 
stan or Iran. "China is one t>f the few 
rcmai^g countries in which Pakistan 
can have confidence! Dipiomat<^ hope 
China can askPakist^ to pcr^ua^ the 



^ » , . Taliban not tp go too far "said a diplb- 

population of Kabul for his own vest- matTS^Ung it.^^ittclearif Beijin« i 

cd interests _ wtf^^jifqptod td^ 

- Masood was driven out of Kabul r VChina is trying bilekl with a Mos- 

alx>ut two years ago when the Taliban lem separatist raovcirient in' its nbith- 

rebgious mihtia ousted the goverp- westetJi province of Xinjkng. 

ment of form^ president Buihanud^ • It is concerned that a totS victory 

dm Rabbani. The milma now controls in the Afghan civil war by the Taliban 

around 90 percent of Afghamstan- would leive the hardline movement as 

China IS concerned about the cur- a desubiltzing influence in the region 

rent tension between Iraii and the Is- and a focus for Moslem unrest within 

lamic Taliban in Afghanistan, diplo- its own borders, diplomats iaid. 

matic sources said Monday, . . ^ ^^^^ j^^t favour an Iranian 

The face-off means Beijing has to attack on the Taliban which could be 

tread a careful path between Iran, with just as destabilizing. . 

whom It has close economic ti>s, and • jhe United Slates has frequently 

Pakistan, which supports the Tahban accused China of providing nuclear 

and with which China has a close mla- technology to both Iran and Pakistan- 

uonship. a westOT diplomat said. g^jj ^ cooperation was 

' ^'''^'!!! for puW peaceful purpbses and has 

inmistiy said It was deeply concerned be^ii f^tcd with Tehran, 
that the situation ^ses a threat to the 
peace and security of the region.'* 

It said Beijing hoped a so-called 
six plus two meeting oh Afghanistan 
which opens Monday in New York on 
the sidelines of the UN General As- 
sembly would push waning factions 
towards *'a peaceful solution." ' ■ : 

UN chief Kofi Annan convened 
the meeting, at Washington's Uigiiig,^ 
as tensions roee shiuply between Shia 
Moslem Iran and the Stiilni Moslem 
Taliban following th© killing of Irani- 
an diplomats in northern Afghanistan. 

On Sunday the conflict between 
the Taliban and their Iranian-backed 
rivals returned to. Kabul where rocket 
attacks by opposition forces kiUed at 
least 66 and wounded another 215 
civilians, . " ' ' ' 

UN officials are not optimistic of a 
bitakthfough at Monday's one-and-a 
half hour session! The meetingis lobe 
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Riyadh pressures Taliban for 
extradition of bombing suspects 
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RIYADH, Sept 23 (AFP) - Saudi d'affaires from Kabul and expel the dom. ^. 

Arabia has frozen its relations with the Taliban' srepr^scntattve from Riyadh. The United States has a«used Bin 

Taliban to push for the extradition of the diplomat said. L-^den of masterminding a smng of 

suspects in a 1996 anti-US bombing But the Taliban's charge d'affaires terrorist attacks, inckding those on 

who are hiding in Afghanistan, a Riy in Riyadh. Mulawi Shihab Edditi. on two US embassies tn East Afnca early 

adh-based diplomat said Wednesday. Wednesday said his expulsion from in August. , ,. „ 

^e Saudis arc sure that suspects in the kingdom was linked to the mill- The US State Department believes 

the Dhahran attack are in Afghanistan tia' s support of B in Laden. Bin Laden was responsible for the 

S S,e protection of (Saudi dissi- "I believe that the Saudi decision is 1995 Riyadh bcmb.ng *h«;h kiUed 

dent) OssMia bin Laden." the diplo- linked to the asylum given by theTal- five US soldiers and the 1996 Dhahran 

mat told AFP. asking for his name not iban to Ossama bin Uden." the diplo- boig^. ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ 

to be used, mat tolo Arr. t-^ium . . ^ » . i,.^ KiTt tVi^ 

The bomb attack in June 1996 killed «if jt is proved that Bin Laden led an "measure might ^ J-^f-°''^J^^ 

19 US soldiers at their barracks in attack against Saudi Arabia, the Tali- Taliban have already ruled out extra- ^ o UJ? " 5 - 

Khobar, near the eastern city of Dhah- ban will take the necessary measures," 1 diiion. „ t, x^^u «'*"'i'S'^KE'5§|.2 

ran. Eddin said in reference to suggestions Taliban leader Mullah Moham- - ^ ■5 ^ : =3 * .2 .2 

It was to obtain the extradition of that Bin Laden may have mastermind- 
suspects in this bombing that Saudi attacks on US interests in the king- 
Arabia decided to recall its charge 
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mad Omar said Wednesday A^" < I c § g o c - :r ^ -a 
ghan militia would not be swayed by - | 'C ^« ^o^^^-^ 



outside pressure after Saudi Arabia -J 5 '-^ iS, -S < r:: 
withdrew its envoy from Kabul. 
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Health care in critical 



condition in AMiaidstan^ 



KABUL: A5 most humanitarian aid 
groups have pulled out of the belea- 
guered capital of Kabul, even a minor 
illness can be fatal in todays 
'Afghanistan. 

The few foreigners left behind by 
the International Red Cross and the 
World , Health Organization race 
around trying to help local health 
workers to keep dozens of clinics and 
14 hospitals running with few medi- 
cal supplies. 

After two decades of war» 
Afghaiustan is an all too easy place to 
' get sick or wounded. Apart from 
causing iryuries, artillery, rocket and 
mortar fire have wrecked tlie citv's 
water, sewage and sanitation sys- 
tems, inviting epidenucs like the Cur- 
rent cholera outbreak in Kabul. 

; Dr. Mohammed Daim Kakar, a di- 
rector for WHO, the United Nations'. 



that patienta:j^ave to(|uy then\ at 
local, markets:- Jf theytcaii!t afford 



thenii^'^aVs tfieir problem/. Artan 

:.sdid;.^*^^^(r^r \ -^^^:fi^^ ' 
V>i i Not eve^^ h^moM^y be- 
cause" few haye seeti tMeif . roughly 



medicines, eqiiipmcnt, doctors,** said 
dr Manif Aram, deputy head of the 
medical department at Aiiabad hos- 
pital. 

(Outside Aiiabad,; a teaching hos- 
pital that used to attract the coun-. 

tr/s best doctorsj patients in uh- ^10-doUar ainorith(33,000.Afgha^^ 
washed clothes carry their own ' wge in four or five months; 
intravenous drips;* as they shuffle * v / The Red.Croi'i^^ 
aroimd the cornppund. A white and^ [ the gap left by the .dep^itluce of hu- 
red ambulahce,^f thqtigh much • -.manitariah groups. . " y * *- 
needed, sits in the;pkking lot, sag^: -i , . Even before the aid groups pulled 
ging on a flat' tire, its -headlights \ out, health care waij a sensitive issue 
smashed. ' ; ^;' '\vf •* " " ' ; because the,Talibari dr^ 

Beneath the triges; patients lie on regation of n\ale and female patients 
the grass and chat with visiting kins. ^ and 'dismissed female health care 



An old man, barely able to hold his 
head up, gets a haircut from his son. 

Not even the ori^al Aiiabad sur- 
vives. Fbur years of warfare between 
rival Islamic factions left the building 
in ruins, forcing relocation to a 




.ian hospitals that often have to turn 
"away the sick. ' 

"We are short of everything, 



coat of paint is little more than a 
memory. 
. The hospital is so short of drugs 



workers. Out of necessity, Taliban 
leaders relented and allow^ many 
) fernale nurses and doctors to return 
to workj biit insisted they wear all-en-' 
;.veloping • robe^ and treat only 
women. Then the Taliban ordered all ' 

and be treated at one 
the Habik BaBddJhospftaL': 
hg to ji\yHp sury^ihere .. 
hosipitai[ana clinic, beBs ' 
tvTomiBii ahd r,53i;beds '' 
for men. Unfortunately, substandard 
health care is one area of gender 
equalitjr in Afghanistan.— AP 



Uranium recovered 
from m^ested Afghans 



By IMTTAZ HUSS AIN 

PESHAWAR - In an operation at 
a Nasirbagh refugee camp, local po- 
lice late TXjcsday night arrested two 
Afghans and recovered from their , 
posses.'sion a tadioactive element 
(urariiumV • • ' ' f 

--^Ottffcescprtfidedid } 
Post thai the Afghan hationali had 
almost struck a deal with a foreign 
party when the NWFP police got a 
lead with regard to the bargain. 

The material, reportedly brought 
from the Central Asian state of 
Kazakhstan, was about to be sold 
for $ 1 lakh, a police official dis- 
closed. 

The accused were identified as 
Mujahid, son of Hakim Khan, a res- 
ident of the Canal Colony, and 
Ghulam Hazrat, son of Sakhi Dad, 
who lives in the Gharibabad area of 
Tehkal. 'They are being handed 
over today to a joint interrogation 
team (JIT) of police, Intelligence 
Bureau (IB) and Inter-Serviccs 
Intelligence (ISI) for grilling/* the 
official added. 

Details have it that the police had 
a t$p-off about (he presence of an 
Afghan in Canal Colony, where for- 
eigners repeatedly dashed for strik- 
ing a purchase deal with the 
"refugee." 

On receiving information, police 
raided the house of Mujahid and ar- 
rested him. During the initial intcr- 
mgation, the Afghan told the police 



about the eight to ten kilograms of 
uranium he had kept in the house of 
a relative in Gharioabad area. 

Police raided the house of 
Ghulam Hazrat and recovered a 
Container of the radioactive metal 
used in making atomic bombs. . 

worm out the secret f ro^ the ac- : 
cuseid'that he was handed thd ura- 
nium by Engineer Abdullah from 
Rawalpindi. Mujahid was offered 
his pound of flesh for reaching a 
deal with some foreigners. 

Police sources divulged that 
they, with the cooperation of Punjab 
police, had raided Abdullah's resi- 
dence iri.Rawalpindi, but he had left 
for Quetta along with his three 
wives. 

It merits mention that a group 
of Afghans and local influentials 
has actively been involved in the 
uranium business. The origin, dat- 
ing and grade of the metal could 
not be confirmed immediately, 
"but its business has been going 
on. 

Of late there have been reports 
that the group had also contacted 
"official quarters" for supplying the 
precious metal, but the bid did not 
come to fruition. 

An expert confided that the ura- 
nium, needing a proper storage tem- 
perature, often lost its value tecause 
"ignorant traffickers pay little atten- 
tion to this vital technical aspect.** 



Security for 
Afghan envoys 
beefed up 

By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - Security around 
Afghan Consulate and diplomats* 
residences in Peshawar has been 
beefed up in the wake of intelli- 
gence reports of possible terrorist 
attacks on key Aighan government 
officials in Pakistani. 

Earlier, against the backdrop of 
increasing tension between 
Taliban-mled Afghanistan and Iran, 
Taliban and Pakistani law-enforc- 
ing agencies had received reports 
that an important regional actor of 
the Afghan imbroglio had sent its 
agents to plan and execute terrorist 
attacks on key Taliban representa- 
tives in Peshawar. 

Security agencies tightened the 
security around the sensitive 
Taliban installations in Peshawar 
after reports of terror plot. 
• Few days back mysterious vehi- 
cles with tinted glasses and fake 
registration numbers were seen 
around the residences and ofHces of 
Afghan diplomats and Taliban lead- 
ers. The reports said a neighbouring 
country had batched a plan to attack 
Taliban targets in Peshawar. 

For this purpose, some suspected 
foreigners were already spotted in 
Peshawar reportedly contacting 
people for the task and spending a 
lot of money in this regard. 

Tins scribe has seen the reports 
which contain details of (he tem>risi 
plan's nature and number plates of 
hired vehicles and at least name and 
addresses of six foreigners who 
were cuirently in Peshawar to mas- 
termind these activities- 
Taliban sources claimed that cx< 



Masood accuses 

Pakistan of 
helping Taliban 

BONN (NNI) — A promincm 
and powerful Afghan opposition 

commander. Ahmed Shah Masood. . . ^ . . . 

has ruled out the possibility of tensive meeungs had taken place m 
restoration of peace in Afghanistan Pcshawar-bascd consulate of 
**unless Pakistani troops are called one of the regional powers to plan 
back from that country*'. terrorist acts. One such impor- 

He made the remarks during an tanl meeting was also held at the 
interview with a German daily. He embasSy-olJhc sam6 country in 
alleged that 28.000 Pakistani Islamabad reportedly on Monday 
troops arc fighting along side the last to finalise the strategy, 
with Taliban in Afghanistan. He 
said that if Islamabad withdraws its 
political and economic support to 
the student militia, it would result 
in total collapse of the Taliban. 

Masood accused Pakistan of en- 
couraging the^^liban to start mili- 
tary operations in Afghanistan. He 
also referred to the statement of the 
former Pakistani Interior Minister 
Nascerullah Babar wherein he has 
admitted in imparting training to 
the student militia. 
< Commander Masood said that 
Islamabad wants to enhance its 
influence in the war-ravaged 
Afghanistan for its political and 
economic interests. But this kind 
of approach, he said, would not 
help end the contlnuos civfl war 
in Afghanistan rather will add 
more fuel to (he already existing 
fire. 

He alleged that the Taliban have 
sown the seeds of hatred among 

different ethnic groups, --"^-^ 



Saudi Arabia 
froze relations 
with Taliban 
over Osama 

RIYADH (AFP) - A Saudi newspa- 
per which reflects official opinion said 
on Wednesday that kingdom froze re- 
lations with the Taliban militia in Af- 
ghanistan over its support for Saudi 
dissident Osama bin Laden. 

"Can we continue to accept the Tal- 
iban's position and to encourage them, 
even as they give asylum and protec- 
tion and allow terrorists to proclaim 
their acts to the media?** the Okaz 
daily said. 

**The kingdom can no longer accept 
the Taliban's procrastinations, nor the 
fact that they are avoiding their re- 
sponsibilities by sheltering terrorists 
and criminals/' the daily said. 

It was the first comment from a 
Saudi newspaper on the issue since 
Riyadh expelled the Taliban's charge 
d'affaires from the kingdom on Sep- 
tember 23 and recalled its own charge 
d'affaires from Kabul. 

*'We were surprised that they (the 
Taliban) opened their arms and wel- 
comed bin Laden after his departure 
from Sudan. They allowed him toclaim 
responsibility for terrorist acts." ihe 
newspaper said. 

Bin Laden has been accused by the 
US SUte Department of being respon- 
sible for anti-US bombings in Saudi 
Arabia as well as last month^s twin US 
embassy bombings in east Africa. 

Five US soldiers were killed in a 
1995 attack in Riyadh and another 19 
died in June 1996 in a bombing at their 
barracks in Khobar, near the eastern 
city of Dhahran. 

Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates are the only coun- 
tries to recognise the Taliban as the 
legitimate rulers of Afghanistan. 



Saudi-Taliban relations 
deteriorate over Laden issue 



By Rahimullah YUsufzai 

PESHAWAR: Relatior« between Saudi 
Arabia and the Taliban-led Afghan 
government have further deteriorated 
over the issue of Osama bin Laden 
and Saudi newspapers have started 
critidsing the 'Mban and their leader 
MuIIa Mohamn^ Omar. 

It was over a week ago that the 
Saudi government recalled its charge 
d'affaires from Kabul and asked his 
Afghan counterpart in Riyadh to leave 
the kingdom. Both the Saudi and 
Afghan authorities have made it dear 
that the dispute which poisoned their 
otherwise friendly relations was the 
continued presence of Saudi dissident 
Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan. 

Afghan soiu'ces said the Saudis 
were also piqued when the Taliban 
supreme leader, Muila Mohammad 
Omar, used strong language in a re- 
cent meeting with Saudi officials in 
Kandahar in southwestern 
Afghanistan. He reportedly told Saudi 
intelligence chief Prince Turki Al- 
Esisal and other Saudis accompanying 
him that the only issue they raised 
during their bilateral meetings was 
Bin Laden and nothing else. 

He reportedly also said that the 
question of one person, ie Bin Laden, 
shouldn't be allowed to spoil Riyadh's 
ties with Kabul as the wanted S^idi Is- 
lamist leader had taken refuge in 
Af^unistan and had been disallowed 



to pursue his political and military ac- 
tivities. 

The sources said the Saudi delega- 
tion had come to Kandahar to dems^ 
that Bin Laden be handed over to it to 
face trial for his involvement in the 
bomb explosions in Saudi Arabia 
which killed about 19 American sol- 
diers, Mulla Omar's refusal to do so 
angered the Saudis and prompted 
them to withdraw their charge d'af- 
faires from Kabul and expel the 
Afghan charge d'affaires from Riyadh. 

Earlier, another Saudi dele^on 
led by Auqaf Minister Abdullah al- 
l\jrki lad met Mulla Omar and other 
Taliban leaders in Kandahar and 
raised the Issue of Bin Laden. Accord- 
ing to Arabic newspaper, Al-Sharq Al- 
Awsat, which is owned by Saudi 
prince Salman, Mulla Omar in this 
meeting had promised to hand over 
Bin Laden to the Saudi government 
The newspaper in a recent e(£tkm said 
Mulla Omar was a liar as he failed to 
fulfil his promise. This has annoyed 
the Taliban and their supporters, who 
feel Mulla Omar shoulchi't have been 
referred to m such a derogatory man- 
ner as he was head of an Islamic gov- 
ern ment and had been chosen as 
Amirul Momineen (Commander of the 
Rtithful). They also suspect that the 
campaign against the l^iiban and 
MuBa Omar was being sponsored by 
the Saudi autliorities. . 

The Okaz newspaper, which is 



known as a semi-official Arabic daily 
of Saudi Arabia, also criticised the Tsl- 
iban in one of its recent editions. 

The Taliban, on their part, are 
denying that Mulla Omar made any 
promise to hand over Bin Laden to the 
Saudi government They pobriied that 
it has been the consistent policy of the 
T^iban-led Afghan government that 
Bin Laden would not be handed over 
to the USA or any other country How-' 
ever, he could be tried in Afghanistan 
according to the Shariah laws now en- 
forced there once evkience was made 
av^Lable to the Afghan government 

It was also learnt that the l^iliban 
were also not happy with the attitude 
.of Salman al-Anui, the Saudi charge 
d'aflaires in Kabul, who spent most of 
his time in Pakistan rather than in 
Afghanistan. / 

Meanwhile, it was learnt that the 
Saudis would only consider reconcili- 
ation with the Afghan government 
once the "Mban sent a delegation to 
Riyadh to seek forgiveness of the 
Saudi authorities for the harsh lan- 
guage used ^ MuOa Omar during his 
earlier meetmg with Prince TSjM ial- 
Eiisal in Kandahar. UntU now, the Tal- 
iban have given no indication that 
they were contemplating such a move 
to appease the Saudis. It may be 
added that Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and 
tHe UA£ are the only three countries 
in the world which have recognised 
the "Mban-led Afghan government 



Annan terms Afghan 



situation as grave 



Taliban deny taking over 
Afghan refugee camp in Wana 



Bureau Report 

PESILAWAR: The Taliban have de- 
nied that they took into their own 
hands in an Afghan refugees camp 
In Wana. South Wazlristan agency, 
in PaklsUn and termed news re- 
ports to this effect as misleading. 

A Taliban spokesman in Wana 
told The News that it was the com- 
mittee of elders in the Zarinoor 
camp near Wana rather than the 
Taliban which took action against 
an Afglian barber who had arranged 
a music concert at the wedding of 
his brother. 

He said people at the wedding 
were indulging in immoral acts and 
the committee had to intervene 
to stop the un-lslamlc and indecent 
actions. He said the local Taliban 



also intervened to stop such prac- 
tices and later apprehended 
two of the culprits and handed them 
over to tlie Pakistani authorities in 
Wana. 

The Taliban spokesman con- 
ceded that Home people fired in the 
air during the scuffle and grappled 
with the Taliban and the committee 
members. Sources in Wana said two 
Taliban and four other people 
sustained iivjuries during the scuf- 
fle. 

He maintained that tl\e commit- 
tee in Zarinoor refugees camp com- 
prised tribal and village elders and 
had been approved by the Pakistan 
government. He said the Taliban 
had no intention of interfering in 
Pakistan's affairs or extending their 
writ to parts of this country 



NEW YORK; The UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan has termed the situa- 
tion in Afighanistan as very grave and 
warned that the Afghan crisis is turn- 
ing into a regional conflict. 

In a statement, read out at the OIC 
Fbreign Ministera session in New York 
on Friday, he pointed out that if the 
international community adopts an 
indifferent attitude towards crisis in 
Afghanistan tt may p6se a serious 
threat to regional security and peace, 
radio Tehran reported. 

He said that crisis in Afghanistan 
has escalated in the current weeks 
and T^ban have intensified their mil- 
itary operations in northern 
Afghanistan. Annan said that reports 
are coming about massacre of people 
after the fall of Mazar-e-Sharif and 
Bamyan In which many people have 
lost their lives besides Iranian diplo- 
mats and joum^ist and it Is a cat^e 
of concern. ' :. '^1 [ 

Refeijing to the recent conference 

Afg^lni^^^^il^^^ltfw^^ T 
military solution to the Afghan prob^ 



lem. The UN Secretary General urged 
'Mban to respect international rules 
and regulations and to refrain from vi- 
olation of women's rights. 

Meanwhile Iranian Fbreign Minis- 
ter Kamal Kharrazi has asked for 
practical steps to be taken by the UN 
Security Council against the TaUban 
in Afghanistan. 

Addressing the OIC Fbreign Mini^ 
ters session in New York Kharrazi re- 
ferred to IWiban policies and violation 
of intemarional niles and regulations 
by this group in Afgl wistan a:id said 
that the massacre of Iranian diplomats 
and journalist in Mazar-e-Sharif has 
escalated tension in the region. 

He claimed that the Taliban are a 
threat to peace and tranquility in the 
region. Kharrazi reiterated his demand 
for pxmishment of tl\ose responsible 
for the crime and has also demanded 
the release of Jranian prisoners. The 
.Iranian Fbreign3iuiister called for the 
establishment of a broa^-bas ^g ov- 

''S^*§^soiu^^?^S^^a^!^^ 
country.— NNI 



Literati optimistic about future of 
Pakhto language under Taliban government 



PESHAWAR - Pakhtun writers, poets and 
imellectuals always considered Kabul and 
Peshawar as twin cities for the promotion of 
Pakhto language Jiterature and oiiture. 

The writers across the Durand line and those 
of the Frontier, in the past, worked jointly for 
the uplift of pakhto literature. 

The former Afghan governments, in their 
own capacities, used to hold seqQlnars work- 
shops and published several books and journals* 
in pakhto language. Pakhto and Persian were 
both the officials languages of Afghanistan. 

Facts and figures of 1981 census show that 
in Afghanistan the percentage of Pakhto speak- 
ing community is about 64 percent, while here 
in Pakistan* Pakhto is the second largest speak^ 
ing language with a percentage of 13.39, 

The writers of Afghanistan are thinking 
about the future of pakhto language dnd litera- 
ture in the present Ihliban govecnment. 

According to a well-known writer and poet, 
Dr Sber Zaman Taizi, pakhto has been re- 
mained a revolutionary language. 



History shows that pakhtuns and their lan- 
guage never changed In Mughal era, when 
Mughal king Akhar, tried to neglect pakhto lati- 
guage, Pir Rokhan reacted very strongly arid 
launched a movement called Rokhan move- 
ment 

So from Mughal to the. British pakhto lan- 
guage flourished due to the dynamic role of 
Pakhtun leaders. 

While commenting on the future of pakhio 
language and culture in Afghanistan, he said 
that except Arabic, speaking of other iangoages 
arc considered a.s a sin by T^iban militia. 

However the future of pakhto language 
seems to be bright because of deteriorating re- 
lation ship between Taliban and Iran. Now 
Taliban will work for the promotion of pakhto 
language instead of Persian. 

The progressive writers and intellectuals 
who left Kabul and settled in European coun- 
tries are very keen to work for the promotion of 
pakhto language. Even some of them financial- 
ly support the writers and poets for publishing 
their books and other journals he added. 



l>iliban militia put a ban on Radio and 
Television in the country and Radio station is 
broadcasting the news and news commentaries. 

The writers and poets also consider this ban 
a great loss to pakhto language and literature. 
However it is a good omen that presently, 
there are about sixteen radio stations through 
out the world which are broadcasting pakhto 
programs. 

When a question about the future of paldito 
language was put up before the director of 
Pakhto Academy, Dr Raj wall Khattak he 
replied that Taliban had not adopted any policy 
in black and white so for about the pakhto lan- 
guage but it was hoped that Taliban militia 
would make a better policy for the up lift 
paklitun culture and literature. 

A few days back delegation of writers was 
sent by Taliban militia who visited Pakhto 
Academy and held meeting with us. We dis- 
cussed the matters at length. 

The members of delegation assured that 
Taliban regime would do their best for the pro- 
motion of literature^ he added. 
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Afghan female journalist 
survives Me attempt 



By IMTIAZ HUSSAIN 

PJSSHAWAR - A female Afghan journalist sur- 
vived life attempt when two unidentified persons 
fired at her Monday nipht in the cantonment area of 
the provinetal metropolis. 

Najecba Sara Bibi, presently affihatcd with the 
BBC's P^shto Service, had been receiving threats for 
the last couple of months from certain quarters fol- 
lowing which the firing incident oceurpcd. 

An FIR was registered at the West Cantt police sta- 
tion under Section 324 of the Pakistan Panel Code. 

The local police directed her to remain indoors till 
the completion of ihvestisation. 

The lady claimed that both the attackers had beards 
and were black turbans on their heads. 

The lady, who also remained associated with the 
PashtD daily **Hewad'*, had received a number oflet- 
ters» carrying the name and signature of Maulvi 
Muhammad Sarwar Mukhlis, chief of an intelligence 
agency of Afghanistan. Some of the letters also had 
the seal of the Afghan government. 



In these letters, she was asked to abandon her ac> 
tivities and not to come out of her residence situated 
in Oulberg. Najceba Sara is a widow and the sole 
bread-earner of her family. 

Her husband, Muhammad Ismail BChan, was a pro- 
fessor at the Kabul University. He was hanged during 
the rule of Babrak Karnial. 

She u-as threatened for the first time some three 
months back when six persons stopped her on her 
way back home. They asked her to stop moving out- 
side and give up her profession. She told The 
Frontier Post that she conveyed to them that there 
was no one to look after her family if she remained 
indoors. 

After this incident, she received five letters, asking 
her to leave her profession and not to talk about wom- 
en's rights. A few days back Najecba Sara addressed 
a gathering in connection with the Afghan 
Independence Day during which she talking about the 
rights of the women after which she reportedly re- 
ceived some obnoxious phone calls. 



Heavy fighting rages 
^'north of Kabul 



'Taliban enlisting Pak mercenaries' 



KABUL (AFP) - Heavy fighring 
was reported north of Kabul 
Sunday as independent sources 
conHrrned that Taliban warplancs 
had launched a wave of raids at the 
apparent start of a long-awaited au- 
tumn offensive against, remaining 
opposition troops. 

Fighting was understood to be 
raging about 100 kitonietres (60 
miles) north of Kabul. Further ca- 
sualties have been repotted from a 
two^pronged Taliban attack 
launched Saturday but details re- 
main sketchy. 

*1 can confirm the bombings, 
and the time is right for an offen- 
sive," one independent source told 
AFP. 

Former Afgjian defence minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood, now a lead- 
ing opposition foe of the Tahban» 
previously claimed that cluster 
bomb attacks launched by the 
Taliban on civilian areas had 
claimed at least 10 lives. 

Observers in Kabul said it was 
understood the l^iban had begun 
their well-flagged offensive, after 
weeks of speculation the militia 



Islamabad rejects 
Taliban envoy's 
Ff nomination 

^S(O^Wf.r Report 

PESHAWAR - Pakistan has n;- 
fased to receive the new ambas- 
sador-designate of the Taliban 
government. 

Maulvi Shahabuddin Dilawar 
was designated by the Taliban to 
replace the present Afghan ambas- 
sador in Islamabad, Saeedur 
Rahman Haqqanl. Dilawar. who 
'was the Afghan charge d' affairs in 
Riyadh until last week, came to the 
itmcJfght when he was expelled by 
the Saudi government in a surprise 
diplomatic move. 

Confirming Dilawar*s rejection, 
a source said it was done to avoid 
offending Saudi Arabia. 

Observers also said Pakistani 
authorities were weary of the fre- 
quent change of diplomats in 
Islaniabad bjr TOiban. 

The Pakistanf decision has re- 
portedly annoyed the T^iban lead- 
ership in Kandahar 

Dilawar. who was Afghanistan's 
Ambassador in Islamabad before 
being posted in Riyadh, has also 
served as the Afghan consul gener- 
al in Peshawar. 



would make a prc-cmptive/strikc 
against Masood. 

A Taliban spokesman was un- 
available for comment 

A Masood spokesman said the 
Tdiban first targctted Chorband on 
Masood 's north west flank to put 
pressure on the strategic town of 
Jabalsiraj. about 77 kilometres (45 
miles) north of Kabul. 

However, one independent ob- 
server said Ma$ood*s forces are 
well entrenched at Chorband with 
the surrounding areas guarded by 
high montains, narrow river valleys 
and few roads. 

A second Taliban strike was 
launched to the north of the Salang 
tunnel which pB$$cs through (he 
Hindukush mountain range and 
links Kabul with northern 
Afghanistan, the opposition 
spokesman said. 

However, he claimed the reli- 
gious militia had "suffered serious 
casualties'* and this had prompted 
three air raids against civilians in 
Charikar, the provincial capital of 
Parwan province, where Masood 
and his forces arc based. 



KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban mili- 
tary machine has enlisted more Paki- 
stani mercenaries in prepartion for a 
major offensive against arch rival 
Mohammad Shar Masood, the anti- 
Taliban alliance said Tuesday. Alli- 
ance spokejsman Mohammad Aief told 
AFP Masood's forces have adopted a 
defensive posidon and massed more 
troops and supplies in anticipation of a 
strike near their base in the Panjsher 
Valley. He said mercenaries from 
neighbouring Pakistan were now based 
in Ghorband and Khenjan to the north- 
west and north of Kabul after being, 
ferried from provincial towns near Jala- 
labad in eastern Afghanistan. "More 
Pakistani soldiers have arrived through 
Kanur and Nangarhar at night time. 
Most of the Taliban *8 frontline sol- 
diers are Pakistani.^," Atef added. Pa- 
kistan has rejected previous specula- 
tion that it militarily supports the Tal- 
iban militia. Iran and Russia have re- 
jected similar allegations that they have 
lent armed support to the antt-Taliban 
alliance. Taliban authorities have been 
gearing-up for a strike against Masood 
and are understood to have given the 
go-ahead to its military wing to launch 
a pre-emptive assault. "Masood has 
assembled 5,000 troops to mount an 
attack on Kabul but we want to assault 
his den before he moves against us,*' 
the Afghan Islamic Press quoted Tal- 
iban sources as saying on Monday. 
However, Aref said Masood's forces 
have adopted a defensive position and 
massed more troops and supplies in 
anticipation of a strike near dieir base 
in the Panjsher Valley. Masood and 
his 10,000-odd men remain the last 
major threat to Taliban ambitions of 
assuming total control of Afghanistan's 
disputed 30 provinces. They continue 
to shell Taliban fronttines, about 25 



winter offensive designed to win-back 
supply routes lost to the Taliban dur- 
ing its recent northern ofrcnsivc. This 
includes the possibility of missile at- 
tacks on Kabul. His food and weapon 
supplies are dwindling and autumn 
has arrived, raising the prospect of a 
Masood-lcd offensive designed to re- 
establish supply rouie.^ before the win- 
ter snows set in. Observers say mid- 
October is the most likely lime for a 
Ririkc. However, Atef said Mwood, 
and his faction of the Jamiat-l-Islatni 
could afford to adopt a defensive 
stance. "We don't have any problem 
in getting our supplies, we have land 
route.s through Badakhsban and 
through other means as well," he .'said, 
l^t Wednesday, alliance defectors 
claimed Masood had bolstered his de- 
fences with three helicopters, acquired 
from Ru.s$iu. while ammunition was 
regularly delivered from a base ai 
Kulyab inMasood's native Tajikisian. 
Supplies landed at Bagrnm airbasc. 
about 50 kilometres (35 miles) north 
of here, they told journalists. Regular 
supply nms were also carried out to the 
central town of Bamiyan and Mazar-i- 
Sharif in the north until both cities 
were overrun by the Taliban during 
their recent nord\em offensive. Ma^- 
ar-i-Sharif fell to the Taliban on A«- 
gu.u S while Bamiyan was capture on 
September 13. The defectors said 
Masood now has three transport planes, 
six helicopters and one fighter plane 
and added that Bagram was now the 
only airbasc being used by Masood. 
The Tajik commander and former Af- 
ghan defence minister has also been 



kilometircs (15 miles) north of here /held responsible for the September 
from mountain-tops which cradle his 13-14 missiles attacks on Kabul kill- 
.base in the nearby Panjsher Valley, ing more than 70 people atid injuring a 
Kabul has been gripped by specula- further 240. Masood has rejected the 
tiott that Masood would launch a pre- allegation. 

Taliban police harass 
German TV crew in Kandahar 



By Naslr Iqbaf 



ISLAMABAD: A director of the Ger- 

' man television has accused the reli- 
gious police of the Taliban . in 

/ Afghanistan of manhandllitg him and 
his team and Mopping tliem from tak- 
ing films, depicting restoration of 
Afghan life to normalcy. 

•Bu^ Hampel, Director of the First 
German Television ARD» who had 

* gone to Afgluuiistan on a valid .visa is- 
sued by the Afghan embas^ in Islam* 
abad to film a documentary on re- 
construction 'of houses and 
development in the Kandahar region, 
was manliandled and harassed by a 
force which according to him consid- 
eiB itself aixive tlio law. 

» v."A new phenomenon called '*rell- 
glous police" has emerged in 

' Afghanistait which do not consider it- 
self tmder the discipline of the l^ban 
rule r- a government wtuch has al- 
ready enforced a striqt Islamic code 
of Shariah." • 

' VH-IUs force belongs to the intelli- 
gends sendees and consiclers itself l>e 
ytmdany law; have the ri^ to enter 
a^y place wlUiout permission and can 



arrest any one/ Hampel narrated. 

''As a journalist I know that Uie 
new government in Germany was not 
very pleased with the behaviour of 
TWiban aiui tlic situation I have been 
tlirough," he said 

Hampel along witli two hUdslani 
journalist went to Kandaluu- after get- 
ting permission from the provim^ial 
Governor Mulla Has.san to film re- 
construction activity and present a 
contradiction to the worid of the no- 
. tion of war between the 'I^iban and 
Almted Shah Masud, 

''Our intention was to show that 
contrary to war, there existed a 
peaceful society with people doing 
agriculture, building roads and elec- 
tricity. We wanted to show nonnaicy 
of life there. Thai was why I ma<ie up 
to Kandaltar through a valid visa but 
was surprised by tl\e treatnietU. melcd 
out to titem, he complaii\ed. 

He said his team went to 
Afghanistan last week to produce a 
fiim about reconstruction of iioiiscs in 
Kandahar sponsored by the Afghai\ 
government and GAA, a German 
company. After lunch they were 
stopped by pcrsomiel of tlie Civil In- 



terrogation Agency (CIA) from film- 
ing tliough they were at the UN Com> 
pound. They wanted to confiscate 
their equipment including cameras, 
tape recorders and were pressing to 
tal(e tiiem to their headquarters 
which they refused. 

He further said that after some- 
time the police returned witli 20 
armed men and rc|>eated the demand 
for taking them into custodj'. They 
were informed that we were Inside 
the UN compound a protected 
space imdertlie intematipnal memo- 
randum — but Uiey were never 
moved. The men forced their entry 
into our rooms and searched our lug- 
gage. Even Uiey refused me making 
telephone calls/' Hampel said. 

The (rcrman national said that 
right from the beginning they be- 
haved rudely witli them and told his 
I^Udstaiii colleagues hi Urdu tliat they 
will beat them. 

According to Idm, the policemen 
left after two to three hours but asked 
them not to leave tJie UN compound. 
Tiie next morning some officials of 
the Afglian Fbreign Ministry came to 
their rescue. 



Kabul women, children in dire need of medicines 



KABUL: Concealed in swaths of 
bhie doth, a waman steps ovt of the 
shadows and whispers in accented 
engUsh. "I am ^ educator. Do you 
have a job for me, not in Kabul, In the 
provinces?" the rancid smell of an 
open sewer hangs heavy in the mid- 
afternoon heat and the bark of stray 
dogs makes the whisper barley audi- 
ble. 

Another woman outside a blue- 
tiled mosque eyes a foreigner, quickly 
she tucks her chin to her chest and 
stoops her shoulders trying it seems 
to bur>' herself deep Inside her 
burqua- She steps forward her hand 
outstretched. "I'm not a beggar, but I 
have no choice. I need food for my 
famOy," says a voice from within. 

In the beleaguered capital, ruled 
by Afghanistan's Taliban religious 
army, women have been on the re- 
ceiving end of most of the militia's Is- 



lamic edicts. 

Women cannot work, girls do not 
go to school. Women are not allowed 
10 leAve thefar homes unless accompa- 
nied by a male relative. 

Taxi drivers routinely are beaten if 
their fare is a woman alone. Devas- 
tated by relentless fighting between 
rival Islamic f adaons, aid workers say 
an estimated 30,000 widows are 
among the hardest hit by the Tal- 
iban's rigid rules regarding ^-omen. 

Fbrced off the job in 1996 when 
the Taliban took control of Kabul 
gome women have resorted to beg- 
ging, others to sending their young 
children on to the street to scavenge 

and beg- 

These so^alled street children in 

Kabul> according to a survey by one 

aid group, is about 28,000. There are 

a a lot of widows in Afghanistan who 

have lost their husbands, their bread 



l^^nners. in the war. These women 
have to do something for their sur- 
vival," said Huma Saeed, a member of 
a small, but. vocal Afghan Women*s 
group caDed the Revolutionar>- Atghan 
Women s Assodation. Their members, 
like Saeed, are mostly in neighboring 
Pakistan. "They have lost the male 
members of their family and^ they 
themselves cannot have a job,** says 
Saeed. •Begging is tlie only way." The 
"Mban defend their edicts in liie 
name of Islam and remind its critics 
that the previous rulers of Kabul, led 
by ousted President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, destroyed the city In four 
yeazs of bitter factional fighting that 
kiDed 50,000 people, many of them 
women and children. 

They say the streets were not safe 

from marauding bands of men who 
would steal and r^pe. But for women 
it seems the lyiban s harsh edicts is 



Afghanistan second biggest 
producer of opium: UNDP 



By Wasim Iqbal Oj i O 1 2- 

ISLAMABAD - Afghanistan has 
become a major -producer of opium 
and manufacturer of heroin, the number 
two opium producer after the Golden 
Triangle. The Uni<cd Nations Drug 
Control Program recently launched it 
fifth annual opium poppy survey 1 998 
which also indicates thai poppy culti- 
vation has again risen in Afghanistan 
and almost all production is in Taliban 
controlled areas. 

Vast quantises of Afghan produced 
narcotics supply Pakistan with its large 
and growing addict population of sev- 
eral million^ Central Asia* Europe* and 
increasingly the United States, an offi- 
cial of United Nations Drug Control 
Program (UNDCP) said. 

The UNDCP report says that the 
1997/98 growing season witnessed an 
expansion in opium poppy cultivation 
into several new districts. Some of 
the^e districts are within the existing 
opium poppy growing provinces, while 
other are in provinces where opium 
poppy cultivation has previously not 
been reported. However, it is noticea- 
ble that all are adjacent to existing 
opium poppy growing areas. 

On September 10, 1997» the state 
high commission for drug control is- 
sued a declaration through the Tali- 
ban*s ministry of foreign affairs that as 



the use of heroin and hashish is not 
permitted in Islam* all should strictly 
refrain from growing, xinmg and trad- 
ing in hashish and heroin. Later, this 
declaration was amended by a clarifi- 
cation which specifically banned cul- 
tivation and trafficking of opium. 

However, Taliban authorities have 
made it clear that the actual enforce- 
ment of the ban on opium cultivation 
will depend on farmers getting assist- 
ance from the international communi- 
ty to help them switch to alternative 
crops. 

On June 1, 1 998, Taliban authorities 
publicly destroyed two tones of wet 
opium in Jalalabad. This opium was 
collected from Laghman and Kama, 
areas that had grown opium poppy for 
the first time in 1998. 

An estimated total of 63,674 hec- 
tares of opium poppy was cultivated in 
Afghanistan during the 1997/98 sea- 
?^n. Thi.^ represent$ an increase of 
approximately 9 per cent from the 
1 996/97 season. Tlie largest increase 
were reported in the provinces of Bagh- 
lam. Qandahar and Nangarhar where 
cultivation increased by 184 per cent, 
24 per cent and 22 per cent respective- 
ly. Whereas, the iiharpest decline in 
opium poppy cultivation in 1998 was 
reported in Nimroz and Farah where 
cultivation fell by 98 per cent and 76 
per cent respectively. 



According to report Helmand re- 
toined its dominant position as the 
largest cultivator and producer of opi- 
um with almost half of total produc- 
tion. The provinces of Helmand and 
Nangarhar together account for ap- 
proxiinalcly 72 per cent of the total 
opium poppy cultivated in Afghani- 
stan in 1998. 

During J 998, new areas of cultiva- 
tion included Kama district in Nan- 
garhar province, Azro district in Lon- 
gar province, Sarohi district in Kabul 
province, Shahr-e-Bo2org district in 
Badakhshan province^ Mehtarlam, 
Qarghai, Alishang and Alingar dis- 
tricts in Laghman province* Tagab dis- 
trict in Kapisa province. Asadabad 
district in Kunar province and Kalaf- 
gan district in Takhar province. 

The report further reveals that an 
estimated 3,269 metric tons of opium 
was produced in Afghanistan in 1998. 
This meant an increase in opium pro- 
duction of approximately 1 6 per cent 
from the 1997 total of 2,804 metric 
tons. The total value of this pro- 
duction at framegate prices at har- 
vest time was an estimated 105 
million dollars. 

An official at UNDCP said that the 
Taliban must implement its agreement 
with UN to end production and traf- 
ficking and not continue to put off 
efforts to deal with the problem. 
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taking a toll on their mental health. 

At Kabul's only Mental Health 
Hospital. Dr Shaheen Shah Wasah, 
says since the 'Mban takeover the 
number of women patients is on the 
increase. Theirs is a small shabby 
ward. Even behind closed doois sev- 
eral women bury themsdves in their 
burqa» lying listlessly on the bed. 

Some moan and rock back and 
forth. Others squat in a comer. 

Depression is their greatest 
enemy, says Wasak "Some of them 
were students or teachers or worked 
in the government,* he said. "Now 
she Is in her home. She has no pic- 
nics. She can't go anywhere ai^more. 
Of course it affects her brain," There 
have been reports, although not doc- 
umented, that suicide among women 
in Afghanistan has increased dramat- 
ically in Kabul since the TaUban 
takeove L— AP 

Afghan casualty 
figures show no 
signs of easing 

KABUl/. Casualties figures 
from Afghanistan's six years of 
bloody civil war show mo signs 
nf abating, according to a grim 
report card released hiy the 
Red Cross Monday. 

Fbr the fu-gt nine months of 
1998, the fiwmber trf families 
headed by a widow (reached 
97,842, the number of fasmilies 
headed by a disabled person 
was 63,246 aitd more than 
43,500 people were treatied for 
war wounds. 

The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross OIGRG) 
said local workers now pro- 
duced 400 artiflcal limbs a 
moftth, 600 pairs of crutches 
and 700 wheelchairs. 

In the nine months lo 
September, 3,689 victims of 
land mines were registered, 
this compared with 4,965 in all 
of 1997, 4,027 in 1996 and 
3,084 in the previous year. 

Of the 26,309 amputees 
registered since the I.CRC 
began operations in 
Afghanistan in 1987, S2 per- 
cent were victims of land 
mines and 70 percent of them 

were civilians. 

Of the civilians, 82 percent 
were adult males, seven per- 
cent women, eight percent 
were boys under 14 ye4rs-old 
and three percent were gkls 
under 14 years of age. 

The United Nations as esti- 
mated more than 10 million 
land mines are scattered 
across Afghanistan. 

The iCRC said -direct assis- 
taiKre was provided to the 
most vulneraMe people with 
families headed by widows or 
the disabled receiving food 
and n<on-food assistance such 
as agrkuliural and veterinar- 
ian aid.— AFP 
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Afghan policy 



No Riyadh request for 



Shireen Hunter 



Great powers with global inter- 
ests often find themselves 
with strange bedfellows, and the 
US is no cxcepiron. But, none has 
been as embarrassing as the 
Talcban. 

The Talcban preaches the most 
obscurantism^ denies women the 
right to education and hcahh care* 
applies the Islamic penal code with 
extreme harshness, considers other 
Muslim sects (such as the Shiites) 
heretics worthy of cxiefmination. 

Furthermore, all Central Asian 
countries. Russia and even US ally 
Turkey are worried about the im- 
pact of the Talcban 's mastery of 
Afghanistan on regional security 
and politics. Why did the US close 
its eyes to Pakistani and Saudi ef- 
forts to promote the Taleban and 
do little to stop its march to power 
and seem to side with the TaJcban 
in its dispute with Iran? 

Tne US wants to secure the ex- 
port of Central Asian energy re- 
sources to world markets and to 
contain Iran, and in both cases the 
Taleban has been seen as a useful 
instrument. Since January 1992, 
when Secretary of State James 
Baker visited Central Asia, the US 
has been determined to prevent 
Iran cither from making significant 
inroads in the region or from be- 
coming a transit route for Central 
Asians energy exports and its link 
to the outsi<fc world. 

But this strategy meant that the 
Central Asian countries would be 
dependent on Russia unless a 
southern oil pipelitic was built that 
bypassed (ran. Pakistan is the only 
other neighbouring country with 
access to the sea, but reaching it 
means ]putting a pipeline through 
Afghanistan if Iran is to be avoid- 
ed 

Thus, an Afghanistan stabilised 
under the l^leban and cooperating 
closely with Pakistan would pro- 
vide the vital southern link. 
Moreover, setting up an Afghan 
govemmcnc that was anti-Iran and 
anti-Shiite would tighten Iran's en- 
circlement 

The flaw in this strategy ha* 
been a misreading of Afghan reali- 
tics» the true nature of the 7bleban» 
the concerns of Afghanistan's 
neighbours and the limits of Iran s 
patience in the face of threats 
posed to its security. 

An Afghan government made 
up of only one ethnic group — the 
Pashtuns with strong anti-Tajik 
tendencies and excessive sectarian 
bias cannot in the long run pacify 
Afghanistan. Therefore* rather 
than advancing US strategic and 



economic goals in the region* such 
a government would hinder them. 

A Taleban government could 
become a source of instability in 
Central Asia as it tries to export its 
brand of radical fslam. The 
Taleban can also create'problems 
for Pakistan by exacerbating its 
sectarian tensions and strengthen- 
ing its more reactionary Muslim 
forces. 

A' contlict between Iran and 
Afghanistan, in which the US dt- 
rectlv or indirectly supported the 
Taleban, would only strengthen 
lran*s radicals, undermine 
President Mohammad Khatami, 
rekindle anti-American feelings 
and destroy prospects of US- 
iranian rapprochement. 

Moreover, an Iran-Afghan con- 
flict could degenerate into a broad- 

A conflict 
between Iran and 
Afghanistan would 
onW strengthen Iran's 
radicals, undermine 
Khatami, rekindle anti- 
American feelings and 
destroy prospects 
of US^Iranian rap- 
prochement*- : 

er conflict in South Asia with un- 
certain consequences. 

US acquiescence in the 
Taleban*s actions would give cre- 
dence to conspiratorial views in 
the Mu.<slini world that the US 
wants to cause sectarian warfare 
among the Muslims and give Islam 
a bad name: 

US inaction in the face of 
Talcban transgressions would 
erode American credibility as the 
champion of human rights. Yet, it 
is not too late for Washington to rc^ 
consider its Afghan policy. It 
should place its weight on the side 
of forming a brodd«based and 
moderate Afghan government 
more in tunc with Afghanistan's 
and regional realities and more 
likely to avoid an armed conflict 
with Iran. Such a policy would also 
best serve US strategic and eco- 
nomic interests, including the es- 
tablishment of a viable southern 
outlet for Central Asians energy re- 
sources. 

The writer Is director of 
IsSaniic studies at the Center for 
Strategic and International 
Studies, Washington • 

Los Angeies Times 



) Osama's extradition 



RIYADH: SautU Interior Minister 
Prince Nayef ibn Abdel Ariz on 
Wwlnesday said the freew between 
Ri>adl\ and the Taliljan was not due 
to the Islamic militia's refusal to ex- 
tradite Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden. 

Tlie Saudi government did not 
ask the to hand over Osama 
bin Laden," the minister said, quoted 
by tlie local AKIazira daily. 

The breakdown in diplonuitic re- 
lations with the Afghan movement 
was the result of certain actions," by 
Uie lUiban, the<itunister said without 
elaboratir^. 

TWks on terrorism, inchiding spe- 
cific references to bin Laden, were 
held between US Defence iSecretaiy 
William Cohei\ and Saudi Arabia's 
Defence Mmister Pilnce Sdtan ibn 
Abdel Asiz on 1\iesday. 

Fbllowing tlw (meeting, Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon told re« 
porters the talks covered bringing 
^'Un Laden to justice, efforts by the 
Saudis, as well as our efforts to at- 
tack his terrorism network" 

On Wednesday, Prince Nayef 
added: TThe kingdom wishes 
AfghaniMan well, but certain actions 
which should not have been carried 
out by the brothers In Afghanistan 
Jed to Uus.' 

Riyadh expelled the Taliban's 



Iran for security 
belt around 
Afghanistan 

TEHERAN (DPA) - Iran wants 
the establishment of a security belt 
around Afghanistan, the official Ira- 
nian news agency IRNA reported 
Wednesday, IRNA quoted Iran's 
permanent United Nations represent- 
ative tn Geneva, Mohammad Amir- 
Khizi, as saying that the belt would 
be aimed at confirondng threats to polit- 
ical and economic security in tJ>e region 
and halting drug trafficking. 

The Iranian official said that since 
continuation of civil war in Afghan- 
istan has paraly.sed the coonfry's 
economy, the Taliban has resorted to 
production of drugs. Tensions re- 
main between Iran and the ruling 
Taliban militia in Afghanistan after 
the killing of eight Iranian diplomats 
and one IRNA correspondent by the 
Taliban in the northern Afghan city 
of Mazar-e-ShaHf on August 8- 



charge d'affaires framlhe kingdom 
on September 23 and recalled its 
own charge d'affalrea from Kabid. 

Wakil Ahmad Mutawakkiil, a 
spokesman for the Taliban In Abu 
Dhahi, told AF? last week that "Saudi 
AraWa officially asked iis» before the 
US raid (on Afghanistan), to hand 
over Osama bin Laden but we re- 
fused." 

Last montJh, the Okaz daily said 
the kingdom froze ^relations withlhe 
Taliban over the support and asylum 
it was gh'ing bin Laden. 

Fbllowing the expulsion, a 
R^yadh^based diplomat told APP that 
the kingdom had frozen relations to 
push for the exta^dition of suspects 
in a 1996 anfi-US bombing who are 
hiding in Afghanistan. 

The bomb attack in June 1996 
killed 19 US soldiers at their bar- 
racks in Khobar^ near the eastern dty 
ofDhahran. 

Bin Laden has been accused by 
the OS State Department of being re- 
sponsible for anti-US bombings in 
Saudi Arabia, Indudlng the Dhahnrn 
attack, as well as last month's twin 
US embassy bombings in east Africa. 

Saudi AraMa, Pftkislan and the 
United Arab Emirates are the oriiy 
countries to «oognLse (he "Mban as 
the legitimate rtiler^ of 
Afghanistan,— AF? 



Explosion outside 

former Cuban 
embassy in Kabul 

KABUL: A truck laden with ex- 
plosives blew up outskie the for- 
mer Cuban embassy here early 
"Riesday, witnesses said. 

They said the explosion de- 
stroyed an armoured personnel 
carrier parked at the main gate 
to the embassy 

Details remained sketchy and 
it was not known whether the ex- 
plosion was an accident or a de- 
liberate act of sabotage. Wit- 
nesses • said there were no 
casualties,— APP 



More world donations for 

Afghans ' rehabilitation 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Despite unrealistic 
attitude of Talibaan Islamic Move- 
ment towards the gJobal community, 
various Western and European coun- 
tries are taking interests in relief acti v. 
itres in Afghanistan, 

A latest report of the United Nations 
on Afghanistan reveals that the Neth- 
erlands government has announced a 
donation of 2.5 million US dollars for 
health, sanitation and water supply 
projects in Afghanistan. The projects 
would be executed by International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

Similarly* the US has also donated 
73.500 dollars for coordination and 
training to the Afghan NGO Coordi- 
nation Bureau (ANCB) through UN- 
OCHA. Likewise, the government of 
Germany has granted 50,000 Ameri- 
can dollars for vetenary support to the 
Mine Dog Centre. 

The report further states that this 
year, the United Nations Development 
Programme will mark Poverty Eradi- 
cauon Day by holding a meeting about 
the Afghanistan PEACE initiative 



(Poverty Eradication and Community 
Empowerment). The meeting, which 
will be held in local languages, will 
take place at the UNDPAJNOCHA 
officers in Peshawar. 

Following the workshops held in 
Islamabad early this month, five the- 
matic papers have been circulated for 
comment to members of the donor 
community. At the same time, the 
UNDP/UNOCHA has sent copies of 
the new project to all heads of the UN 
agencies and NGO coordination bod- 
ies. 

The reports state that the UN regrets 
that, untill intematiot^al staff mem- 
bers return to Afghanistan, its guest 
houses will remain closed. The organ- 
isation would also like to remind all 
travellers in Afghanistan that it can 
only extend "privileges and immuni- 
ties" to people travelling on official 
UN business. 

A WFP fields survey team began 
Vulnerability Assessment Mapping in 
Kabul last week. The two month sur- 
vey aims to identify types of vulnera- 
ble household and quantity the assist- 



ant needed. Particular attention will be 
focused on poor families including 
child/ female-headed households and 
IDP's. The survey is intended to assist 
WFP Afghanistan in targeting assist- 
ance, particularly in the light of the 
reassessment of bakery projects, . 

The survey team has adso produced 
recommendadons for assistance to the 
Hazarajat region. The recoramenda- 
rions concentrate on areas to be assist- 
ed, identifjcadon of household types 
who require assistance. 

A UNDP Gender Consultation was 
held last week between all PEACE 
partners. The consultadon enabled an 
exchange of information on gender 
programmes and strategics, and pro- 
vided a realistic assessment of progress 
achieved, so far, and future steps to be 
taken. Anoutput of the consultation 
was a decision to create a Gender 
Coordinating Unit (GCU), com- 
posed of gender focal points from 
UNDP, PEACE partners. An action 
plan of the unit will be outlined at the 
first GCU meeting, by the end of Oc- 
tober. 



Ex-newscaster portrays miseries of 
educated women in Kabul under Taliban 



By Arshad Ayyub 

PESHAWAR: 'It was the wee hours 
of September 27, 1996 when Radio 
Kabul broke the news of the Taliban 
getting control of the city. 

This announcement was f oUowed 
by another one, more a!arming> spe- 
cially for womenfolk, restraining 
them from coming out of their 
homes and the performance of their 
duties/ Mrs Habtbt was saying, and 
after a moment's pause continued, 
"since that time life in Kabul has un- 
dergone a tremendous change with 
most of the natives deserting the 
city" 

Mrs Habibi, who was a news- 
caster and announcer with Radio 
Kabul and who eivjoyed great fame 
for hor captivating voice, ^^•as recol* 
lecting lier past, with her eyes glow- 
ing with enthusiasm. "Thrice 1 was 
declared the best announcer and 
newscaster," Mrs Habibi boastfully 
announced- But as she was com- 
menting on tlie prevailing situation 
in her city, nostalgic and pensive she 
was looking and tension was visible 
on her face. 

"Wxen I go out shopping, I find 
myself among a mob of strangers,^ 
she said in a grief-stricken voice. 

Mrs Habibi is only one character 
of the tragedy being enacted in the 
peaceful life of Kabid city since the 
time Kabul fell to M^jahideen in 



1991. Persisting war that has af- 
flicted the city and its siuroundings 
since then has left devastating ef- 
fects on the lives of the locals, many 
of whom liavc preferred to migrate 
to those places which could be se- 
cure from the continuous fears of 
rocket attacks and infighting among 
different armed groups. Although 
there is peace not only in Kabul but 
the whole of Afglianistan under the 
Taliban, the war-ravaged KabiU city 
presents the look of a ghost city with 
destroyed buildings, broken roads, 
child beggars in rags all around and 
a grief-stricken general population. 

On asking as to what was her 
first reaction to this announcement 
regarding the ban on continuing her 
job, Mrs Habibi, while trying to hide 
the intensity of her feelings and re- 
action against the edict, only said, "I 
had no other option but to obey the 
directives." 

To a query whether she along 
wiUi other affected persons regis- 
tered any protest with the govern- 
ment, she said, "in the beginning un- 
like other working women the 
salaries of those working in infor- 
mation ministry were stopped. 
Against tliis we protested and took 
the matter to Aniir-ul-Mominin, who 
later on ordered the restoration of 
the same," she added. 

Commenting on the problems 
faced by the Afghan women in the 



present situation, she said thai ap- 
parently there was no change in the 
lives of uneducated and household 
women and the situation is prob- 
lematic only for the educated work- 
ing women. "The .situation has not 
brought anything new for cojnmon 
women but the educated and work- 
ing ladies are exposed many new 
challenges which they are quite uiv 
accustomed to," remarked li^e lady, 
adding common women are only 
concerned about financial matters 
as their men and sons have no em- 
ployment opportunities and the 
prices of daily use items arc on the 
increase, making it difficult for them 
to make both ends meet. 

Asked what irked her when she 
was regularly getting monthly 
salary, Mrs Habibi said in a prompt 
reply that money alone was not liie 
problem and she along with other 
ladies vi-as only concerned about her 
career "We want to make the au- 
thorities realise that getting salaries 
is not the real issue. The problem Ls 
thai skills, experiences and the tech- 
nical know-how the women have 
would go (iovfn the drain if the same 
situation prevails," she added. 

To a query she said .some .signs 
were visible to foresee a change in 
the hardline pohc»es of the Taliban 
militia. *At the very outset, they 
were staunchly opposed to women 
working in any lit* Id but some flexi- 



bility is \'Lsible now as they have al- 
lowed the lady doctors to resume 
their duties, which is a very positive 
development," she said. She also 
showed a memorandum with the 
signatures of 12 professional 
women to be taken to Amir-ul-Mo- 
minin to apprise him of their hard- 
ships. She was hopeful when asked 
if she saw any prospects of im- 
pmvement in the situation, "being a 
Muslim it is my belief that pes- 
simism is sin and 1 am more than 
hopeful about the change," added 
Mrs Habibi. 

Wlien asked about any social ac- 
tivity in life, she said there was none, 
adding her children, Mvo sons and a 
daughter all of them married were 
settled in foreign countries. "Life 
here is quite boring without any ne.\1 
of kin around. The only hobby, whk:h 
is at the same time the necessity as 
well is cooking," she added. . 

Asked what made her stay back 
de.spite the sufferings and hard- 
ships, she observed a pause as if 
having no reply and then, her 
maiden gesture spoke the whole 
thing. She turned to her husband sil- 
ling nearby but keeping rnum, which 
suggested he was not wiling to 
leave Kabul. "I Vritnessed the rise of 
Kabul and now I want t(» be witness 
to its fall as well," replied Mr Habibi, 
one time governor of Kabul but now 
living a solitary life. 





Kabul's poorest 
denied their 
daily bread 

KABUL (AFP) - Kabul* s poor ha vc 
been denied iheir staple diet for ihr&c 
days after logistic problems halted 
subsidised flour deliveries. by the 
World Food Prognunme to bakeries, 
residents told AFP Wednesday. 

They said about 53,000 families 
are affected by the stoppage after the 
WFP faced a flour shortage in Paki- 

A WFP official, requesting ano- 
nymity* confirmed distribution of 
cheap bread had been halted, saying 
flour had not reached Kabul on lime 
due to a logistic jHX)bleniV 

He said 228,257 people have been 
affected by delays which were caused 
by a flour shortage in Peshawar, Paki- 
stan, where the WFP sohrces its stock 
for Afghanistan. 

However, he said daily distribution 
would resume to each beneficiary on 
Thursday at a price of 500 Afghanis 
(1.3 US cents). 

'The WFP does not have any plan 
to stop deliveries to the bakeries. It 
was only a logistic problem,' the of- 
ficial said, adding that a convoy of 
flour would shordy arrive in Kabul. 

According to the official, the WFP 
provides 85 tonnes of flour to around 

170 bakeries each day* in Kabul to 
bake for 60,300 needy fanwlies. 

Bread is Afghanistan's staple food. 
•The-martcet priceofett\equrs of bread 

at 160 granris each normally costs 

2000 Afghanis. 
Around 60 per cent of Kaburs one 

million residents are dependent in 

some way on foreign aid, due to 18 

years of non-stop war. 
The offtciai also iwted that 6000 

tonnes of flour are needed to the WFP 

bakeries until end of the year. 



Status quo on 
UNSC seat for 
Afghanistan 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - 
the UN credentials committee 
decided Tuesday to keep the sta- 
tus quo regarding the UN scats for 
Afghanistan and Cambodia, the 
committee chnim)an said. 

Committee chairman Michael 
Powlcs of New Zealand told AFP 
after a short closed-door meeting 
that "there was no call for a deci- 
sion" regarding Cambodia be- 
cause the country's aulhorilies did 
not submit an application for UN 
fccognilion. 

Cambodia's UN scat is vacant, 
but Powlcs did not rule out a fur- 
ther meeting of the credentials 
commiHcc during the current 53rd 
General Assembly session on lhal 
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tempting to reach agreement on a 
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Pakistan still hosts 1.4iii 



Afghan refugees 



ISLAMABAD (APP)- Pakistan still 
hosts 1.4 million Afghan refugees, 
providing ihcm temporary protection, 
with voluntary return as the preferred 
option. 

"Until the return of the refugees to 
Afghanistan, Pakistan hopes that the 
international community will share this 
burden with us," Secretary States and 
Frontier Regions Division Muham- 
mad Abbas said While addressing the 
49th session of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the UN High Commission- 
er's programme for refugees at Gene- 
va, says a ntessage received here on 
Wednesday. 

Pakistan has hosted the single larg- 
est concentration of refugees in the 
world-about3^ million Afghan refu- 
gees at its peak, for more than a dec- 
ade. 

It is not necessary to recall the hos- 
pitality, generousity and tolerance dis- 
played by the people of Pakistan in 
receiving and sustaining the millions 
of Afghan refugees over the last IS 
years, he added. 

He said Pakistan is grateful for the 
support extended by the international 
conununity to the Afghan refugees 
and for the services rendered by the 
personnel of the UN , the Office of the 
High Commissioncrfor Refugees, oth- 
er humanitarian organisations as well 
as the NGOs. However, for the Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan, the largest donor 



has always been Pakistan, he added. 

He said "Pakistan, may not be a 
signatory to the 195 1 Convention, but 
we adopted the most generous and 
open door policy towards the Afghan 
refugees. For the first two years of the 
refugee inflow. Pakistan bore the en- 
tire burden of the initial arrivals on its 
own. 

Then commenced a generous inflow 
of humanitarian assistance. At the peak 
of the Afghan crisis when Pakistan 
hosted 3.2 million refugees, UNHCR 
provided assistance worth US dollars 
55.6 million in 1980-1981 and the 
World Food Programme US dollars 
160.9 in 1982. 

Today when almost half of the refu- 
gees continue to live in Pakistan, this 
assistance has been drastically reduced, 
the World Pood Programme's food 
assistance has been discontinued since 
October 1995 and so has the UNH- 
CR' s Care and Maintenance Pro- 
gramme. 

The burden is completely on Paki- 
stan. This has happened at a time when 
our own economy faces serious chal- 
lenges, the impact of the cut off of 
wheat supply to refugees as of Octo- 
ber. 1995 manifested itself in wheat 
shortages in the country which caused 
food riots in the beginning of 1997 as 
our wheat stocks dwindled. 

The presence of the Afghan refu- 
gees has created many socio economic 



problems in Pakistan, especially in 
Balochistan, andNWFP. the two prov- 
inces that host most of the refugees. 
The economic cost to Pakistan of host- 
ing the Afghan refiigees has beea in- 
calculable. 

Despite their length of Stay, Paki- 
stan's treatment of Afghan Refugees 
has been cxemplary-a fact acknowl- 
edged by the UNHCR . The interna- 
tional community cannot forget the 
plight of the Afghan refugees and the 
difficulties that we, as a developing 
country face, because of the continued 
presence of these refugees on our soil. 

The donor community must not ig- 
nore the benevolent attimde of the 
Government of Pakistan towards the 
Afghan refugees, the refugees must 
continue to receive international as- 
sistaiKe while they stay in Pakistan. 
There may be criticism of policies 
inside Afghanistan but this cannot be 
a reason for ignoring the legitimate 
needs of the Afghan refugees inside 
Pakisun. 

We must register our concern at the 
deliberate policy to force the local 
integration of the 1.4 million refugees 
in Paldstan. Local integration cannot 
be enforced on us as a policy prescrip- 
tion. The numbers of refugees in Paki- 
stan is too large and local tensions 
have increased to such a level that 
voluntary return is the only viable op- 
lion for us'*. 




mlpos^ new code 



non- 



KANDAHAR: Under a rigid new so- 
cial code imposed by the Taliban Is- 
lamic militia, the nearly 50 Hindu 
families living in this southern 
Afghan city are required to wear a 
distinctive yellow piece of cloth. 

Of an estimated 600 families who 
once thrived in Kandahar, most 
moved out during the past 20 years 
of turmoil. 

Their forefathers had settled in 
AfghanisUn in the 17th century 
when the central Asian Muslim coim- 
try was ruled by Ahmed Shah Abdali. 

Mostly of South Asian origin, 
non-Muslim minorities including 
Sikhs played vital role in commerce 
in Kandahar, once a thriving tradfe 
centre, which Is now headquarters of 
the hardline militia. 

Partab Chand, a 40-year old 
Afghani Hindu Is desperate to meet 
his wife Shanti and six children who 
moved to India amid troubles in 
Afghanistan. 

*I took theni away to India be- 
cause there was no future here," 
Chand told APR Chand, who sells 
milk-based sweets, said he had to 
comeback because of his btislness. 

The family remains divided be- 
cause of difficulUes in visa facilities 
as the Taliban administration Is not 
recognised by New Delhi and India, 
still recognsing the ousted Afghan 
government has closed its consulate 
in Kandahar, he said.- 

"l cannot go nor can I invite my 




ans 



wife and children. But I miss my 
family * said Chand who has a shop 
in the city's busy Kabul Bazar, where 
most Hindus have businesses. 

This is my motherland but life 
here is too difficult," said Chand, 
who tike other non-Muslims, speaks 
fluent Pushtu and holds an Afghani 
passport. 

Mohan Lai, a 50-year old jphotog- 
rapher> said, "We suffered the ago- 
nies of war like other Afghans. We 
saw deaths and destruction." 

Lai, who said he has seen "both 
colourful and colourless" life In 
Afghanistan added that his business 
was down under the militia as the 
Taliban have banned taking pho- 
tographs. 

The lUiban only allow the taking 
of passport-size pictures for ofHcidl 
purposes such as identity cards or 
obtaining travel documents. 

"We are left with only a quarter of 
the usual business," Lai said. 

After Kandahar fell to the lUiban 
four years ago, the Hindus were fre- 
quently intercepted by the religious 
poUce for not having beards as the 
hardline Islamic militia had banned 
the trinuning of beards. 

In an apparent bid to avoid con- 
fusion, the militia has enforced a 
new code for the non-Muslim com- 
munity. 

Two months ago the 'Hdiban au- 
thorities asked Hindus to put a yel- 
low coloured piece of cloth on their 



shirts to differentiate them from the 
bearded and tuibaned Muslims, com- 
mtmity members said last week. 

The Sikhs» who keep beards and 
wear turbans, escape any Taliban ac- 
tion because they also wear a steel 
bangle as part of their faith. 

A T^ban official told AFP there 
was no restriction on non-Muslim 
minorities performing their religious 
duties. 

"Hindtis and Sikhs live freely here 
but of course they have to abide the 
laws of the land," he added. 

The Hindus are left with two tem- 
ples while the Sikhs have one Gturd- 
wara. Several of their worship places 
had been converted into residential 
quarters during the prolonged civil 
war hi the country. 

Community elder SL Birwanl, a 
leading trader in dry fruits, said the 
the minorities should a4iust to the 
law of the land. 

"Otur women wear veils and can- 
not go to schofjj like other Afghan 
girls," he said/ refjsrring to the. re- 
strictions imposed by the l^liban on 
the movement and conduct of 
women. . 

. However,., he "said there were 
more troubles in the past, amid fac- 
tional fighting after the fall of the 
conununist regime in Afghanistan. 

Nevertheless, Chand said: "I have 
dreams of seeing my daughters be- 
coming qualified doctors or teachers 
and sons 9S en^neers."— AFP 



Afghan 
opposition 
gain ground 

(Continued from Page 1) 
then driven away in the direction 
of Mazar-i-Sharif, the opposition 
stronghold captured by the 
Taliban in August. 

The United Nations and 
Amnesty International have ac-' 
cused the Taliban of murdering 
hundreds 'of ethnic Hazaras, 
men, women and children, after 
they captured Mazar-i- Sharif. 

. VillBgers were concerned for 
the lives of the men taken from 
the valley, said Mahamat Aziz, 
80, from the village of Sayad, 
whose 21 -year-old son was 
among the hostages. . 

Saif Framan, 60, from the vil - 
I age of Deh Sala said his three 
sons were all taken, while anoth- 
er local. Mahamat Ak^'t)ar, 40,; 
from Qasa^ said three ncphewj 
and t^o.cousins were taken, 
; They asked commander Uqa 
to ask- the Taliban to exchange 
the hostages for some of the 
Islaiifiic militia captured during 
;ihe oppbsiifon attack and for. the 
•bodies of :talibah kHM in the 
: fighting. :; ; : \- ; 

Uqa told the villagers while 
h^ favoured such an exchange he 
, could not organize it himself. 

You. have "to ask the Red 
Cross. The International Red 
Cross must come here evaluate 
the situation and organize (be 
exchange/ he said, . 

The* opposition claim to have 
' killed between 400 and 500, 
Taliban 'and captured several 
hundred/ during the fighting, 
which ended Tu.e^day,. 

The area showed clear stghs 
still of the hasty Tiliban retreat 
with roads littered with aban- 
doned or destroyed vehicles and 
equipment. 

Two weeks ago, the Taliban 
launched a scries of combined 
attacks against Masood in an at- 
tempt to capture the last parts of 
the country they still do not con- 
trol. ' ' 

The five-pronged offensive in 
the northeast^ and against the 
Shomali plain north of Kabul 
' failed, according Masood who 
said the TUiban had lost more 
than 1,000 inen. 

The defeat brought to a shat- 
tering halt the series of successes 
the Taliban had enjoyed in the 
west and north since the sum- 
mer. 



RSF demands protection to Afghan 
^^^.ozz. journalists facing death threat 



Opposition forces 
capture two'^%\o^-=t 

Afghan districts ^ , 

^ F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR (DPA)- Afghani- PESHAWAR - The Reporters Sans Frontiers 

Stan's opposition forces claimed (^^^F), an independent organisation which works to 

Thursday to have seized two dis- defend press freedom worldwide, has expressed 

iricts in northwestern Faryabprov- concern over the recent attempts on the lives of two 

ince. Afghan journalises in Peshawar early this month. 

The dominant Taliban miiitiade- Robert Menard, gcperal secretary of the Paris- 

nicd a report by the Pakistan-based based organisation, in a letter addressed to Prime 

Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) that it Minister Nawaz Sharif.' a copy of which was avail- 



source person, was also fired at by unidentified men 
a§ she was going to a local market in Peshawar. She 
was not hurl. 

Robert Menard said the journalisi had received 
fhrciH5» several rimes since she was slopped hv six 
persons who asked her to give up her job three 
months ago. "A letter she received on September 25 
was written on the letterhead of the Afghan interior 
tpinistry, while another letter dated October 4 was 



had lost parzab and Lawlash dis- able to The Frotitier iPost Wednesday; cdl led upon ' signed by Maulvi Muhammad Sarwar Mukhlis. rc- 
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try 




^ o ^ 



^ E 



tricis but it did confirm the loss of (j,^ government to initiate steps for the arrest and 
two strategic cities m the north and prosecution of those responsible for October 2 and 

rVl; ■ ■ T- .1. October 6 attacks on Peshawar-based Afghan jour- 

AIP quoted anti-Tal.ban sources ^gUjtj ^gfj^ ^g^jj, ^^j^j Najeeda Sara 

as saymg that the forces loyal to key Btbi respectively. 

opposuioncomrnaftderAhmcd Shah ^^^j^ ^^i^i j^gp ^^.^ currently in hid- 

Masood had captured Darzab and . j. j ^ c -i * i- u 

Lawlash from the Islamic militia L"^ ^^^.^f ^ X another house, 

hich control., most of the coun^ The journalist, whose only income is from his pro^ 

fession, IS m a very bad financial situation after the 

the Taliban admitted however I October 2 attack on his life by unidentified gunmen 
that its militia had lost control of at Afghan Colony. Peshawar, it added. 

Taloqan, capital of the northern Similarly, the RSF general secretary informed 

Takhar province* and the impor* the prime minister, that on October 6. Najeeda Sara 

tant town of Andarab in the north- Bihi. 35. a female Afghan journalist associated with 

cast. the BHC Pushio Drama Proiert n r\nrt 
ButtheTaliban'sInformationMin- 

ister, Mulla Ameer Khan Muttaqi, 
said that militia was still in control 
of suburbs of Taloqan, 

He also rejected claims of the anti- 
Taliban alliance that its forces had 
captured Dasht-e-Arch area in north- 
cm Kunduz province. 

Mutaqqi told A\P by telephone 
that Taliban forces had repulsed ftvc 
attacks launched by Masood's forc- 
es over the week for the control of 
Dasht-e-Arch. 

AIP said Taliban fighters mount- 
ed abortive offensives over the 
past two weeks to retake Andar- 
ab and Kotal-e-Khaawaak. north 
of Masood's headquarters in the 
Panjshcr district. 

Meanwhile. Mutaqqi said that the 
Taliban had discovered several mass 
graves containing the remains of 
hundreds of militiamen allegedly 
killed by opposition forces in Dasht- 
e-Hairatan area in nonhcm Balkh 
province. 

The predominantly ethnic Push- 
tun militia and north-based opposi- 
tion coalition, made up of mainly 
Persian-speaking minorities, often 
accuse each other of ethnic and sec- 
tarian killings. 



ported to be the chief of the Taliban intelligence 
agency. Now she is under police protection," he 
added. ' ^ 

"Reporters Sans Frontiers is extremely U'orried 
by these two attempted murders. Its seems that the 
Afghan exiled journalists living in northern 
Pakistan are prime targets for fundamentalists, in 
particular from the Taliban militia. Our organisation 
asks you to use your influence to ensure that those 
journalists are protected by the police if they are at- 
tacked or if they receive death threats. In the partic- 
ular cases of Abdul Hafiz Hamid Azizi and Najeeda 
Sara Bibi, we call for.'those responsible for the 
shooting.s to be arrested and prosecuted/' the letter 
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Taliban's rivals mount 
attack on Khenjan 



Taliban slam 
organisers 
over beard 

controversy p^=>^vo^^ 



(Continued from Page 1) 

* We are not expecting strong Taliban resistance 
in Khenjan/ said military commander Qadem 
Sha, a doctor who has spent 10 years at the side of 
Masood, the defense minister of the government 
of former president Burhanuddin Rabbani which 
was ousted by the Taliban in September 1996. 

Another opposition leader. Commander Hadji 
Liqa. said that around 80 Taliban fighters had 
been killed in the battle for Bajga, and that oppo- 
sition troops were now digghtxg into their posi- 
tions around Khenjan during a lull in the fighting. 

Their positions at Khenjan are weak and we 
think we can overrun the town quite easily/ he 
added. 

The major offensive launched by the troops of 
Masood N the last opposition leader still fighting 
the Islamic militia N culminated Tuesday with a 
Taliban defeat in Andarab, a few kilometers to the 
east of Khenjan. 

The Taliban lost nearly 500 men and a large 
quantity of military vehicles and hardware during 
the battle, forcing the religious militia to retreat 
from Andarab valley which is now controlled by 
Masood's forces. 

The valley is an important strategic area as it 
leads to Panjshir Valley, the stronghold of 
Masood. 

The victory followed the seizure of the town of 
Taloqan by the opposition last weekend. 

Residents in Taloqan told AFP Friday the 
Taliban rounded up a number of civilians in the 
town before fleeing the advancing opposition 
troops. 

Raids were carried out over several weeks in 



the capital of Takhar province, which the Taliban 
first seized two months ago during a lightning of- 
fensive that captured vast swathes of the norfh of 
the country. 

'They arrested a lot of people, especially offi- 
cials, educated people and among the families of 
opposition fighters/ said an ethnic Tajik source, 
speaking on condition of anonymity. 

*Most of the ordinary people were left alone. 
For them, rule by the Taliban s Islamic law did 
not change much/ 

The Taliban*s arrival did not cause much hos- 
tility, the source added. 

The Taliban has launched a series of military 
offensives in the past two weeks against the re* 
maining regions of the country that still elude the 
militia's control. 

The five-pronged assault in northeastern 
Afghanistan against the opposition and in the 
Shomali plains north of Kabul has been repulsed. 
Masood told AFP on Thursday, adding that the 
Taliban has lost more than 1,000 men in the 
clashes. 

The Taliban now controls more than 80 percent 
of Afghanistan following a Scnes of military suc- 
cesses in the west and north of the country last 
summer 

The Islamic militia routed the forces of ethnic 
Uzbek general Abdul Rashid Dostam in August 
and the pro-Iranian Hczb-i-Wahdat forces in 
September. 

The elimination of the two coalition forces 
have left only Rabbani 's Jamiat-i-Islami move- 
ment and Masood's troops as the rernaining oppo- 
sition to the Taliban. 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The 
Taliban govemcneiu in Afghanistan 
has sharply reacted to the ban on 
three Afghan boxcni from an inter- 
national tournament in Pakistan 
last week on the grounds that they 
wore beards. 

The head of Taliban Olympic 
Committee, Mulia Mutmaen 
termed the decision unjustified and 
complained that the organizers 
failed to inform them about the 
rigid niles that ban-ed bearded box- 
ers. He. however, made it clear that 
the people of Afghanistan were 
proud to have beard which was a 
must under the Islamic Shanah for 
all men. 

The three light weight and mid- 
dle weight Afghan boxers are on 
their way back home from Karachi 
along with their months of practice 
and the dashed hopes of winning a 
medal. 

Taliban have imposed very strict 
islamic laws in areas under their 
control. They have even flogged 
and punished those Afghans who 
have trimmed their beards. Taliban 
mobile teams in Kabul and other 
Afghan provinces arc frequently 
warning the people to strictly abide 
by the Islamic injunctions and 
Shanah laws. Their hard line ap- 
proach could be gauged from the 
fact that they have even banned the 
people from giving a big hand or 
applause to any sports events. 



Such strict interpretation of 
Islam has resulted in sharp decline 
in sports activities in the war-rav- 
aged Afghanistan. The football and 
other sports stadiums in the coun- 
try are now used as a venue for 
public punishment. The Kabul City 
sports stadium has recently wit- 
nessed thrilling events where a 
number of murderers were execut- 
ed and hands of thieves amputated 
in public. 

Officials supervising the boxing 
events said they were forced to ban 
the Afghan boxers as the 
International Amateur Boxing 
Association (IAEA) rules prevent 
any compedtor with a beard enter- 
ing the ring. Because the referee 
inight not be able to see bad cuts 
from blows to the chin. 

The three Afghans, however, re- 
fused to shave off their beard fear- 
ing strict punishment from their 
government in Afghanistan.- While 
it was a dilemma for the boxers it 
has also become a moot point for 
the Taliban sports authorities. 
MuUah Mutmaen said there was no 
question of Afghan competitors 
shaving of their beards. But he said 
he wanted to know in advance the 
ruling in other countries. 

Afghanistan has been invited to 
ukc part in the Asian Games in 
Thailand In December. But Mullah 
Mutmaen says he still docs not 
know bearded boxers would be al- 
lowed to lake part. Most boxers 
had hair on top of their heads and 
therefore, why shouldn't they have 
beards as well, he argues. 



Taliban ask for evidence 
of charges against Osama 



KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban has 
asked Afghans to provide any evi- 
dence they may have of allegations 
against wanted Saudi dissident Osama 
bin Laden, the official radio reported 
Monday. . . , . 

* A brief statement by Taliban^jinu- 
preme leader Multah Mohammad 
Omar, carried by the radio, re- 
quested that people report to the 
Islamic militia's Supreme Court 
any evidence in their possession 
again5;t bin Laden. 

The statement did not say whether 
Afghans living outside the country 
would al2>o be eligible to provide such 
information. 

'Anyone who has got evidence on 
allegations against Osama bin Laden 
should hand it over to tlie chief justice 
and President of the supreme court 
Mawlawi Noor Mohammad Saqeb\ 
the statenwnt said. 

Omar said the information would 
help the Taliban authorities decide 
whether bin Laden had been involved 
in international terroriRm in line with 
Islamic Sharia law. 

The Sharia forms the basis for the 
Tal i ban adctii ni.strati on * s ex temal and 



internal policies, he said. 

The statement coincided with a cur- 
rent visit to Pakistan by Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdallah inb Abdul Aziz. 

Osama bin Laden, who comes 
from, a i.wealth.y Saudi » family of 
• cons^ruc4tunt3rcoons^*iS'W^a^tedby' 
both Saudi Arabia and tlie United 
States. 

He is suspected of rna.stcrminding 
of a bomb attack at a US military base 
in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, as well as 
Augustus twin deadly bombings in 
Kenya and Tanzania which killed 
more than 250 people. 

Saudi Arabia froze its diplonnatic 
ties with Kabul last month, reponedly 
oyer the Taliban's refusal to extradite 
bin Laden, whose alleged terrorist 
camps in Afghani.stan were targetled 
by a US cruise missile attack in Au- 
gust. 

Tlie Taliban has said it would not 
hand over *a guest of the Afghan 
people* to anyfxxly under pressure. 

They have, however, expressed their 
willingess to try the dissident Saudi 
billionaire inside Afghanistan if there 
is evidence to prove the allegations 
against him. 



New Shia group 

emerges in Afghanistan 



By Behroz Klian 

PESHAWAR: The formation of the 
new Shia group, National Indepen- 
dent Federation, indicates that th^ 
Iran-backed Hezb-i-Wahdat is losing 
its credibility as an umbrctlha organi- 
sation to hold together different fac- 
tions of the ethnic Hazara minority in 
.-Afghanistan, 

Though spade work for launching 
the new party was in progress since 
long, tlie fail of Mazar-i-Sharif and the 
Shia-dominated Baetuyan province to 
Taliban provided the opportunity to 
Shahidi Halmas to bring the Pe- 
shawar-based "Ridrasewn Azad-i- 
Milh" to the fore. Sources told The 
News that Iranian authorities were 
not luippy with the past activities of 
Shahidi and his colleagues because of 
their strong ethnic bonds as Hazaras 
rather than looking forward to Iran in 
a religious perspective. 

The splinter group of Hezb-i-Wah- 



dat b constituted mainly of Shia lead- 
ers aflUiated wiUt die former conunu- 
ni5t regiu^e and a good number of 
them belong to Hezb-i-Nasr and edu- 
caied Afghans from Nasir Khusrv Cul- 
tural Association headed by Ismaili 
fqjiritual leader, Gen Mansoor Nadiri 
Their main ?5trcss, tJie source said, 'A-as 
to strengthen eduilc ties among tlie 
.^ira and Ismaili minorities and gKe 
them a political platform now that the 
military might of Hexb-i-Wahdat to a 
great extent has Ix^cn decimated- 

The differences lietwoen Iran and 
the leadership of tfic group widene^i 
after late Abdul Ali Mazari shifted to 
Kabul in 1992 and tried to introduce 
a new concept called Millat Gharb-i- 
Kftbul The aims and objectives of 
formation and future policy of N!F 

yet to come to the open to ascer- 
tain whether its plans are to demai>d 
an independent home for the etluiic 
Hazaras or struggle for their rights 
within Afghanistan. 



Taliban offieials f^ 
for^ forgery 

KABUL (AJT') • Three TaUban of- ' dollars) from a loca^ 
ficials were publicly flogged here ATalibancouitofTicialMirQasem, 
Friday for accepting bribes and coin- /' accused of accepting SOOyOOO 
milting forgery, witnesses said.; ' '- Afghanis (22 dollars)^ in bribes also 

The lashes were administered at the 1 .; received 37 lash^.The third offender 
football groudd in.Kabul*$ main sta-** . was Qari 'Abdul Wudobd, chief audi- 
dium; paicked by tiidusands of people tor in the ministry of fostering virtue 
after a T^ban miHtary court found ; and suppressing vice'. ' \ \- ' • 
Ihem guiltyiTaliban officials said the. • He was'convktcd bf forgiiig the' 
culprits woiind also undergo 'ijix * Vf^g^^^^ of the 'Taliban*^ defence 
.months imprisonmfcnt • " ' ^ ' ihinistcr to draw several millions .' 
' They, said Mawlawi Shcrajah^ chief '\ afghanis out of the state teasury ,%ey ' 
of ttse Islamid militia's intelligcnccT * • $aid.This is the jfiik time the Talibad ^ 
department, was a^^ardcd 37 laches * authorities have pqm^icdthdur own bfr^ 
^ f or taSdng 30 millipn afghanis: (845 ficlaIsfor6bm]pdcn,'obseniershe^ 



Gen Malik ^ 
joins hands 2 

with Masood I 

J) 

By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - The Uzbek 
warlord General Abdul Malik has 
reached Panjshir valley, a strong 
hold of Ahmad Shah Masood« to 
join opposition forces against the 

Taliban. '* 

Unconfirmed reports, pouring 
in from across the border. 
Wednesday said General Malik, 
who took refuge in Iran after his 
unsuccessful revolt against 
General Abdul Rashid Dostum, 
joined Masood-led opposition 
forces resisting Taliban's com- 
plcte take-over of the war-rav- 
aged country. 

Earlier, the Turkish and Iranian 
officials had reportedly tried their 
best to reconcile friend-turncd- 
foes Gen Dostum and Gen Malik, 
but these efforts failed. 

Malik is currently under 
tremendous pressure from one of 
key regional actors in Afghan im- 
broglio to start military activities 
against the student militia, said an 
Aifghan observer. 

Both Dostum and Malik, who 
were until recently living in exile 
in Turkey and Iran respectively, 
are desperate to regain .their lost 
position in Afghan politics, 
added the observer. 

As- compared to Dostum, who 
still enjoys support of regional 
actors like Uzbekistan, Turkey 
and other powers, Malik lacks 
foreign support* the analyst said. 
With the support of Malik, 
Masood's forces recently made 
some miliury gains in Faryab 
province, the reports suggested. 

Meanwhile^ complete calm 
prevailed on the war fronts in 

AfghanFstan and the week-long 
ceasefire was holding. 

Mullah Abdul Hae Mutmaen, 
in-charge of information depart- 
ment at Taliban's headquarters in 
Kandahar, told The Frontier Post 
by telephone that talks were un- 
derway with opposidon to chalk 
out modalities for the exchange 
ofPOWs. 

Confirming the ceasefire be- 
tween the Taliban and the oppo- 
sition, Mutamaen said that pre- 
liminary ceasefire was a pre-con- 
dition to the exchange of POWs. 



Iran to keep 
troops on 
Afghan border 

TEHRAN (AFP) - fran will 
maintain troops on its border with 
Afghanistan after the end of the 
ttiassive military exercises begin-" 
ning on Monday, atn\y comman- 
der General AH Shahbazi said 
Sunday. 

Sh'ahhazi, speaking in Zabol in 
southeastern Sistan-Baluchcstan 
province on the eve of the launch 
of the maneuvers* said "part" of 
the some 200,000 troops dis- 
patched to the border will stay 
there to fight "baiKiils, drug traf- 
fickers and smugglers of various 
goods." 

"It has been decided that 
Iranian armed forces will cooper- 
ate with Pakistani border guards 
to maintain security, fight drug 
traffickers and armed bandits/; he 
5<iid» quoted by the official Iranian 
news agency IRNA, 

Ahnost all of the drugs flowing 
into Iran originate from Pakistan 
and Afghanistan — Iran's eastern 
neighbors. 

Shahha/,i said drug traffickers 
and other smugglers had diverted 
their operations lo the southern 
part of SistatvBaluchestan, which 
lies on the Oman Sea. 

**The maneuver in itself is not 
so important, A bigger goal is to 
establish security in the region, " 
he said, adding that radars and 
other hi-tech devises had been de- 
ployed in the area for the purpose. 

The 2otfaqar-2 war games will 
cover an area of 50,000 square 
kilometers (20»000 square miles) 
from Zabol, north of Sistan- 
Baluchcstan, lo Ihe northern tip of 
Iran's border with Afghanistan in 
Khorasan province. 



Hundreds of fresh 
^ Af^an refugiees 
arrive in Cliitral 

By our correspondent 

CHITRAL: Hundreds of new Afghan 
refugees have arrived in Chitrai and 
many of them have been leaving 
down-country due to harsh economic 
realities in northern Afghanistan. 

The arrival of the refugees gained 
momentum during the last week of 
October as there was shortage of es- 
sential commodities after the Tal- 
iban*s capture of different strategic 
towns. The ensuing winter is aJso a 
msyor contributor 

A group of six refugees from Kun- 
doz told this correspondent that peo- 
ple of many areas were facing starva- 
tion and many of them would die if 
immediate relief was not made avail- 
able to them. 



US VOWS to continue 

demining Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD (APP) — US 
Assistant Secretary of State for 
South Asian Affairs, Karl 
Inderftirth has said that the United 
States wotild continue to provide its 
assistance lo Afghanistan for demi- 
ning. 

Indcrfurth and mines expert in 
the US State Department, Donald 
Peterno answered the questions 
asked by the heads of four Afghan 
Non-governmental demining or- 
ganisations in an interview with 
World net television network, VGA 
reported. 

Indcrfurth and Pctcmo threw 
light on the efforts being made by 
the United States on international 
kvcl for mines sweeping. 

Commenting on the mines issue 
in Afghanistan, Indcrfurth said it is 
the fact that Afghanistan is faced 
with the biggest threat and problem 
of mines. 

Inderfurth expressed the hope 
that not only Taliban but other 
groups as well would give up using 
mines in Afghanistan because the 
war-torn country has experienced 
great hardships and dtfTtcuUies as a 

Najibuilah's 
cousin shot dead 

PESHAWAR: A first cousin of the 
former Afghan President Dr Na- 
jibullah was gunned down in Pe- 
shawar Mond^ by unidentified as- 
sassins. 

Mobamntad Hashlra Paktianee, who 
also happened to be^Dr Nsyib^s 
hrother-lh-law, fpui^Bcad neat 
W residence in tSe posh Hayatabad ' 
township in the outeJdrts of Peshawar 
cityi The body was found around 6 in 
the evening, police sources told The 
News. 

Dr Nsyib was tlte last communist 
presklent of Afgltanlstan and kiDed by 
the Taliban when It overtook Kabul in 
September, 1996. 

Sources in Police said he received 
one bullet in his head which proved 
fatal. He is believed to have died on 
thcispot No autopsy was performed 
till the filing of thfe report 

it was learnt that a case was filed 
against ^e unidentified assassins late 
MomWy night 

t'krnily sources saki Paktianee was 
about to leave for Sweden within a 
few. days. One of his two wives arc liv- 
ing m Europe. 

Sources close to Ptxktianee s fam- 
i\y said he had recewed threats after 
arranging a Qur'an Khwani in 
September to observe the thi^d death 
anniwrsary of Dr N^ib. The sbuix^j, 
however, were unaware as to who 
gave him threats. Afj^van sotutes said 
he was abo planning to record metn- 
oiies of Dr Na^ibullah. 



result of prolonged war and mine.<;. 

1 ic lauded (ht efforts of the non- 
governmental organisations for 
mines sweeping in Afghanistan and 
said that the US wants to benefit 
from mines experience of 
Afghanistan in other countries. 

He said (hat mines claim 26,000 
lives the world over every year and 
added that 60 lo 70 million mines 
are still existed in the world. 

Inderfurth said that the US has 
not signed Ottawa agreement on 
mines but has joined international 
demining efforts and allocated al- 
most 100. million dollai^ for mines 
/ affairs. 

The mines expert in the US State 
Department* Donald said that 
America has provi<led almost 19 
million dollars worth assistance to 
Afghanistan in mines sweeping 
since 1993. 

Afghanistan, he said* is among 
those countries which has received 
more funds and assistance from the 
US tn mines field. 

He hoped that the assistance 
• would continue in the future as 
well. 



Talibaii order 
students to gix)w bcarf 

PESHAWAR (NNl) - The 
, Taliban administration has dc- 
i dared beard and turban 
mandatory (or the students of 
Kabul university, says a report 
in Pushto daily on Friday. 
Quoting the Vice Chancellor 
of Kabul University, ihe paper 
said the clean shaven students 
and those not wearing turban 
would have to face physical 
and- monetary punishments. 
The vice chancellor said tiiat a 
student without turban would 
face seven lashe.'; while the 
clean shaven would remain in 
jail unless his beard grows in ; 
accordance with the Shariah. 1 



Afghan warring groups asked 
to respect human rights 



by Behroz Khan 

PESHAWAR: The National Commission of 
Human Rights of Afghanistan Monday called 
upon all th€ warring groups to respect 
human rights and appealed T^ban to lift re- 
strictions OP female education and jobs in 
light ^ith the Islamic teachings- 

The demand was made at the one-day 
seminar on human rights violation in 
Afghanistan from King Zahir Shah till dale 
which was organised by HCHRA. Known 
Afghan and Pakistani intellectuals including 
chairman of the commission, Abdul Jabbar 
Sabit, Nancy Dupri, Prof Rasul Amin, chair- 
man Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 
NWFP, Afrasiab Khattak, president Afghan 
Millat Party, Anwaar-ul-Haq Ahadi, Engineer 
Qutbuddin Hilal, Abdul Baqi Khalld, Fida 
Muhammad F^yez, Miss F^hri, Abdul Gha- 
far, Alhasy Saranwal and others. 

Through a number of resolutions, the 
commission demanded that warring factions 
not target residential areas and respect 
human rights while treating Prisoners of War 
(POWs). Tadiban Islamic Movement was 
asked to start female education and allow 
women to resume jobs in the areas under the 
control of the IsUmic militia. United Nations, 
all the foreign NGOs and national organisa- 
tions working in this field should join hands 
to protect human rights ira Afghanistan. 

The commission demanded UnJted Na- 
tions to probe and punish those Afghan war 
lords involved in war crimtjs and responsible 
for the killings of tens of thousands of people 
during the Russian-Communist era, UN 
should also bring the facts about the mass 
kiiitng of lijiban soldiers by the opposition 
In Mazar-i-Sharif and the alleged revenge 
killing by Taliban after the fall of th^ dty to 
them and asked the world t»ody to play an ac- 
tive role instead of a men? spectator to the 
happenings in the war-rav:iged country. 

•^e may have reservations about the re* 
strictions imposed by Taliban on women 
however, the over all human rights situaticHi 
has improved in areas under their control^ 
said Abdul Jabbar Sablt. Every ruler of 
Afghanistan, he said has trampled human 
rights by subjecting political opponents to 
third degree methods. Sabit said to start 
with, is the e^^tra-judlcial erxecution of Abdul 
Khaliq and l^s family members for killing 
King Nadir Khan, father of Zahir Shah. 
"Khaliq's eyes were gouged, his ears and 
nose chopped and stabbed to death to re- 
venge the killing of Nadir POian/ said Sabit 

A new reign terror was let loose by Sar- 
dar Baud after over throwing King Zahir 

Shah in 1973 by arresting, torturing, hang- 
ing and sending hundreds of intellectuals 
and pfegPQooivo Afghans hphind t.hl^ bars* 
Daud abolished the constitution and dis* 
solved the parliament to mark the beginning 
of dictatorship by depriving people of their 
pobtical ri^ts and so he was rightly called 
an ^insane* Sardar. Among the prominent 
Afghans who was tortured to death was for- 
mer prime rninister Muhammad Hashin) Mi- 
wandwal. 



The high calibre intellectual Afghan was 
charged under the conspiracy that he was 
staging a coup along with a number of army 
genends, government ministers and mem- 
bers parliament. Miwandwal died in police 
custody due to severe torture while m^ority 
of the arrested Afghans during this era were 
later killed by the communists after taking 
over power from Sardar Daud in 1978- Gen- 
eral Khan Muhammad, Col Zarghoon Shah 
and others were summarily tried, sentenced 
to- death and executed. 

The communists coming into power, 
Sabit said abrogated Daud's constitution and 
ail the other laws which they believed were 
in conformity with the spirits of Saur revo- 
lution. Free hand was given to the newly-es- 
tablished state security police in dealing 
with the presumed anti-revolutionary ele- 
ments including professors of Kabul Univer- 
sity, former prime minister Musa Shafiq, 
ministers and almost all the Justices of the 
supreme court. The Pul-l-Charkhi jail of 
Kabul, he said was by no means less horrible 
a place than the Nazi concentration camps 
established for the extermination of Jews. 

The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
brought a black era, the country had ever 
witnessed. Convicted criminals were set free 
to make room in the existing jails to accom- 
modate those who were arrested for their 
opposition to the revolution. The jailed 
Afghans had to be hanged and buried in 
mass graves by tl\e Russian-Communists 
rulers without any trial just because to de- 
tain and punbh more opponents of the gov- 
ernment. The list released by Haflzullah 
Amin shows that 36,000 people were killed 
only in Kabul during Noor Muhammad 
Tmkj era. Hardly any village or city ^se- 
where in Afghanistan escaped shelling or 
boihbing 'by Babrak Karmal backed by his 
Russian masters, he claimed. 

The era of Dr NajibuSah was not differ- 
ent from his predecessors. But the four 
years rtile of mujahideen, Sabit said was 
worst than all as far as human rights viola^ 
tion was concerned. The whole country was 
divided into areas controlled by various mu- 



jahideen groups indulging in worst form of 
man slaughtering and human rights abuses. 

Prof Rasul Amin said the responsibility 
for the destruction of Afghanistan rest only 
with Afghans as the few individuab tried to 
impose their own set of ideology on the peo- 
ple. "Nothing has changed in Afghanistan 
even today. The bad days of Afghatns are yet 
to end,* said the Afghan intellectual and 
head of Voters Union of Free Afghanistan, 
The Afghans crisis, Amin said should be 
solved through political means. 

Qutbuddin Hilal said, "there is no justifi- 
cation of the continued genocide after the 
fall of communist regime in Kabul" and 
added the struggle for power and killings of 
the innocent people was against Islamic 
teachings. H^e need to extinguish the flames 
Instead of farming the fire,** said Hilal. Fida 
Muhammad F^yex and Abdul Ghafar. who re- 
mained in jail during the communist regime 
narrated horrible tales of physical and men- 
tal torture durii>g their incarceration. 

Afrasiab Khattak in his winding remarks 
appreciated the formation of the commis- 
sion to expose human rights violation In 
Afghanistan. He said human rights violation 
were reported everywhere in the world but 
Afghanistan, he said needs special attention 
due to its multi-ethnic socie^-. 
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us asks Taliban not 
to shelter terrorists 



WASHINGTON (NNI)~A senior 
US State Department official Michael 
Malanonski has called on Taliban not 
to give refuge to intemational terror- 
ists and bnng Osama Bin Laden to 
justice. 

He was speaking at a" conference in 
Washington organised jointly by anon- • 
governmental US organization. The 
Afghan Foundation and Central Asian 
Studies Institute affdiated with Jhon 
Hopkins University. The conference 
discussed the Afghan issue and th^ US 
role and policy in the region. 

He asked Taliban to honour their 
commitments about afiti-narcotics 
campaign and give up violations of 
human rights, women right and rights 
of ethnic minorities. 

He threw light on the policy of the 
US administration and called for cease- 
fire and intra- Afghan dialogue aimed 
at finding a political settlement to the 
problem which can lead to the estab- 
lishment of a broad based government 
rcpresdnting all the Afghan ethnic 
groups. 

He said that such a government 
should respect and implement intcma* 
tiunal principles and norms and 
should effectively represent Af- 
ghanistan on intemational level and 
bilateral talks in issues like human 
rights and prevention of drags and 
teiTorism. He said that the United 
States had been making efforts to 
achieve these objectives. 

He welcomed Taliban decision on 
banning mines but expressed concern 
that some Afghan groups were still 
using mines. 

He said diat the United States wants 
that other warring Afghan factions too 
should stop use of mines and Jbieign 
countries should not supply more 



mines to Afghanistan. He also praised 
the progress in talks between the Tal- 
iban and UN Special Envoy on re- 
sumption of humanitarian operations 
and activities in Afghanistan. 

He said: 'The United Stales is very 
much interested in the resolution of 
the Afghan conflict. But eventually 
the Afghans themselves have to find a 
solution Co the problem. The Afghans 
have proved to the world that outsid- 
ers cannot impose their will on them. 

Maianonski said that the situation in 
Afghanistan had its impacts on all. 
And that is why nobody can shut his 
eyes on the issues like drugs, terrorism 
and human righte. The United States 
has given full attention to the Afghan 
issue, he added. , 

He said Iran and Pakistan had their 
vital interests and the spread of drugs, 
terrorism and lawlessness had caused 
loss to both the countries. ''Refugees 
have taken shelter in the two countries 
putting burden on their economies.'* 
he added. 

He said that he was in Peshawar 
when terrorist bomb blasts were tak- 
ing place in Paki.^tan. 

He went on to say that they had all 
along been discussing such issues in 
an organised manner in the ineetings 
of Six Plus Two Group on Afghani- 
-stan. He said that they do understand 
each others view points and had been 
discussing ways and means for resto- 
ration of peace in Afghanistan. 

He said that the United States was 
persuading not only these countries 
but all the states to make efforts for 
finding an amicable solution to the 
Afghan conflict and support the joint 
efforts of the United Natiotis and Or- 
ganization of Islamic conference in 
this regard. 



Taliban jailed for 
defacing Buddha 



KABUL: Armed Taliban soldiers 
have been deployed to protect 
Afghanistan's ancient statues of 
Btjddha and a "mbcreant'.Tal- 
ibaii' soldier who fired at the 
archeological treasures has been 
jailedj Mohammed Naeem Sufi, 
director of planning and foreign 
Halations said Wetinesday. 

'*We are trying to preserve 
our historical monuments/* he 
told the Associated Press in an in- 
terview in the beleagu^^ ca)>i- 
tal. "It is not the policy of the Tal- 
iban to destroy our cultural 
heritage." 

Suffs comments followed re- 
ports that a 35-mctre (106*foc|) 
Buddha was damaged during a 
battle in September between Uie 
Taliban army and their Shiite 
Muslim enemies for control of 
Bamyan province, home to two 
giant butidha statues. A TUiban 
soldier, who wouldn't gbe his 
naihe, said that a Tsdiban fired a 
tank sheD at the Buddha, but *"it*s 
ok.?' 



•While Sufi said the renegade 
soldier fired a handgun at the 
st^itue, several separate wit- 
nesses, who fled the fighting, said 
the. damage .to the statue was a 
gaping hole in the face and in the 
^roin area, •'When the TWiban 
. captured Bamyan, one of the mis- 
jpreants fired Ids pistol at die stat- 
ues," said Sufi, "^en the hi0\er 
authorities.learned about it he 
was arrested and now we have 
rdeployed guards to save the stat- 
.ues. 

' y Two years ago front line Tal- 
iban commanders threatened to 
destroy the statues, Induding a 
.5& metre Buddha — the world s 
Ikaljest standing Buddha.--AP 



Taliban aUow 10 
foreign NGOs tx) 
resume work in Kabul 

KABUL: Afghanistan's Taliban au- 
thorities have allowed 10 western aid 
groups to resume operations in Kabul 
after they gave in to earlier Taliban 
demands, officials said Wednesday. 

Raz Mohanunad, in-charge of the 
non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) section in the planning min- 
istry, told reporters the aid groups 
had agreed to shift their location to 
the Polytechnic compound, chosen by 
the TWiban authorities. 

Around 20 NGOs were expelled 
from Kabul In July after they refused 
a demand by the Islamic militia that 
they give Up their offices and resi- 
dencies and move to the isolated and 
dilapidated polytechnic. 

**In their letters, they have agreed 
that they would go to the polytechjftic" 
building, Raz Mohammad said. 

The aid groups who are already in 
Kabul can use their previous offices, 
but they also have to sign separate 
contracts with the polytechnic au- 
thorities to work out details induding 
rent and duration of their stay, he 
said. 

The NGOs granted resumption 
permits include the German Agtx)-Ac- 
tion, the International Assistance Mis- 
sion, the Action Contra le Paim, the 
Dutch Committee for Afghanistan, 
the Swedish Committee for 
Afghanistan, a Danish aid group 
DACAR, the German Peace Village 
and the Swiss Tferre des Homraes. 

The TUiban official also explained 
German Agn>Action would soon start 
repairing one block in the bombed- 
out compound to be allotted to other 
NGOs. 

They said concern was growing 
among the aid groups they would 
face acute shortages of funds follow- 
ing a total aid ban by the EC which 
had been a key donor of assistance to 
the humanitarian operations in 
Afghanistan.— AFP 



Taliban for evidence against 
Osama within 10 days 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR- Afghanistan's Chief 
Justice Maulvi Noor Mohammad Sa- 
qtb has asked those who charge Osa- 
ma Bin Laden with harbouring terror- 
ism to provide solid evidences in iliis 
connection within 10 days otherwise, 
ihcy would acquit him honourably. 

•*We believe in a united Afghanistan 
and those who are involved in criminat 
acts could be dealt with an iron hand 
but the complainant must provide sol- 
id proofs," he remarked in an inter- 
view published by local Fushto daily 
Wahdat on Monday. He informed that 
Aminjl Momineen Mullah Moham- 
mad Omer has issued a declaration 
saying each and every one can submit 



solid proofs in favour of his charges 
against Osama Bin Laden before the 
justice department. "If Osama was 
found guihy." he would face punish- 
ment under the Islamic laws,'* he add- 
ed. Maulvi Noor Mohammad Saqib 
denounced the American's reward of 
five million dollars for the arrest of 
Osama and said that through it the 
Americans arc further promoting ter- 
rorism. 

Maulvi Saqib said that Maulvi Mo- 
hammad Omer had directed them to 
invite solid proofs against Osama Bin 
Ladin. The Islamic movement is de- 
termined to restore a peaceful and 
crirae-frec atmosphere in Afghanistan 
and in diis connection, die blamic 
Shariah is being followed without any 
discrimination. 



Taliban negotiate pipeline 

project with Bridas 

Lose interest in UNOCAL corporation 



By Mariana Baabar 

ISLAMABAD: The Taliban regime in 
Kabul appears to have lost interest in 
UNOCAL corporation for the pro- 
posed $3 billion gas pipeline from 
Turkmenistan into Pakistan. 

The Afghans are now fmalising 
discussion with the Argentine firm 
BRIDAS and say that they are cla«?e to 
clinching a deal with them once the 
Govt of Pakistan gives the go ahead. 
The proposed pipeline for gas 
transmission from 1\irkmenistan to 
Frisian will cover 1,271km with 48 
inches diameter and cat^acity of 20 
billion cubic meters of gas per 
annum- 
Afghan diplomats in Islamabad 
said on Wednesday that they recently 
sealed the offices of UNOCAL in 
Kabul and asked two Pakistani and 
one Saudi official to leave 
Afghanistan. However, Western diplo- 
mats expressed surprise over this re- 
port saying that the UNOCAL office 



was still functioning while all Ameri- 
cans at UNOCAL had left Afghanistan 
before the US missile attack. They 
cited the growing security concerns 
and bleak economic prospects of the 
gas pipeline as reasons for their leav- 
ing. 

Afghan sources further claim that 
Chairman of < BRIDAS, Carlos Vul- 
gheroni has held meetings botli with 
the President of Hrrkmenistan and 
with the Taliban re^me. Since the gas 
pipeline will eventually come into 
Multan.from where the distribution 
will be made, the go ahead from the 
Pakistan government is still awaited. 

A former PPP minister who had an 
accevSs to the information when UNO- 
CAL wds ij the race says that hot 
words were exchanged by former 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and 
former US Ambassador Thomas Si- 
mons Jr on the issue. "In one meet- 
ing, Simons accused Pakistan of mon- 
etary gains from BRIDAS to allow it 
to win the bid for the gas pipeline* 



Anti-Taliban 
troops capture 
Nejrab 

KABUL (AFP) - Forces loyal .to 
ethnic Tajik commander Ahitiad Shah 
Masood have captured the district of 
Nejrab, 85 kilometres northeast of 
Kabul, an opposition spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

Mohammad Aref also said fight* 
ing between the Taliban Islatiiic hii- 
i litia and Masood's forces in northern ' 
I Afghanistan aroundBurkaahdIshka* 
mish districts had eased overnight 

However, 10 civilians were killed 
in Taliban aerial bombardments in 
residential areas surrounding Nejrab. 

Tighting continued till late in the 
evening. Nejrab and its five main vil- 
lages — parts of Tagab — have also 
been taken,' he said, 

Tagab is a neighbouring regional 
centre held by the Taliban, who con- 
trol about 90 per cent of Afghanistan. 

The focus on Nejrab was designed 
to retake positions lost by Masood 
after the Taliban launched their au- 
tumn offensive on October 10. 

The militia has since heavily mined 
the 10-kilometre strip between the two 
centres and one Western analyst esti- 
mated that any attempt to cross the 
zone could result in 30 per cent to 50 
per cent casualties. 

Tighting is still going on around 
Tagab district/ Aref added. 




Famine in central 
Afghanistan 

ISLi^JVL^AD: Reports from 
Afghanistan reveal that a famine- 
like situation is fast developing in 
Central Afghanistan where thou- 
sands of lives were expected to 
faU prey to deaths due to starva- 
tion. 

According to sources^ contin- 
uous fighting among the various 
Afghan factions since last many 
years, has caused shortage of 
food grain particularly iiv the cen- 
tral parts of Afghanistan which 
led to famine-like situation in the 
area. 

Though the Taliban govern- 
ment has repeatedly requested 
the international community to 
despatch food stuff to forestall 
the dreaded eventuality but re- 
sponse of the United Nations and 
international community was not 
encouraging, the sources 
added.— APP 



^ Afghan rivals 
^ seek trial of 
^sama bin Laden 

KABUL (AFP) - Saudi dissi- 
dent Osama bin Laden is the 
*'mastcrmind of crimes** and must 
stand trial, the official spokesman 
for Afghan opposition comman- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood said 
Thursday. 

The spokesman, Mohammad 
Aref, said the billionaire should 
leave Afghanistan and also ac- 
cused htm of actively collaborat 
ing in the Taliban military opera- 
tions, 

"We believe he is the master- 
mind of crimes and must be 
tried/* Aref said. 

**It doesn*t matter for us 
against whom his crimes are di- 
rected. Wc condemn the crimes in 
their essence," he added. 

Aref said Osama "lives illegal- 
ly" in Afghanistan and he should 
be deported to a third country. 

y*lf he is a guest, be should re- 
tire to a room. No foreigner can 
lake part in the fighting against 
the Afghan people," he said, re- 
ferring to Taliban military opera- 
tions against Masood. 

"We cannot comment on this 
now as Osama is not with us," 
Aref said after being asked if the 
allliance would hand him over to 
the US. 

He blamed bin Laden entirely 
for allowing his pthnic Arab fol- 
lowers to take part in Taliban's 
operations which Aref said were 
"crimes against" the Afghan peo- 
ple. 

"These Arabs have commiiicd 
crimes; they have beheaded civil- 
ians and Ihcy should be pun- 
ished," he said. 

Bin Laden uses his money lor 
u\unmg mercenary ^roup^, lo 
destabilize Afghanistan \s north- 
crn neighbours, the Mu.slim 
Central Asian 'Republics, Aref al- 
legcd. 

**We have clear evidence that 
Osama is training terrorists and 
subversive groups in his camps to 
be sent to countries like Tajikistan 
arid Uzbekistan," he claimed. 



Afghan deadly war a child's play 



Mghaiiistaii plans 



world's largest copper mine 



KABUL: An international consortium 
I will begin assessing copper reserves 
in Afghanistan sltortly wiiich could 
lead to the development of the 
world's largest copper mine, DepuQr 
Mines Minister Abdtd Salam Zaeef 
said Sunday. 

Nine entrepreneurs had signed a 
memorandum of understanding to de> 
velop the min^ at Logar, 35 idlome- 
tres (2 1 miles) south of Kabul, which 
held reserves of 11 billion tonnes, he 
added. 

However, he said the initial tests 
had been conducted by Russia during 
its occupation of Afghanistan and 
needed to be conilnned. 

The consortium's engineers were 
expected to begin assessments within 
two months as part of a broader one 
biQion dollar investment plan, and re- 
port back with final estimates and 
costs by May next year. 

""HistoTically copper reseves were 
seal in the vicinity of about 10 mil- 
lion tonnes but when the Russians ar- 
rived they upgraded the resource to 
1 1 billion tonnes," he said 'The esti- 
mates are the biggest in the world.? 

The consortium consisted of busi- 
xiessmen from America, South Africa, 
Britain, France, Germany and Pak- 
istan. The Escondida copper mine in 
Chile is currently, the biggest pro- 



ducer in the worid It is 57.5 per cent 
owned by Australia's BHP Co. Ltd.. 

Zaeef said Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban was optimistic about the 
Logar site because the copper was 
dose to the surface and could be eas- 
ily accessed throu^ (^)en cut mining. 

The Taliban have sectired about 
80 per cent of Afghanistan following 
four years of bloody dvH war, and the 
Logar copper mine is ideaDy placed in 
terms of roads and security. 

'*0n our part there is no problem 
with security, it has been established," 
Zaeef said. Most of the fighting be- 
tween the Taliban and opposition 
forces loyal to commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood is concentrated to the 
north and far northeast of 
Afghanistaiu 

Zaeef said international con^om- 
erate Seimens was involved in the 
venture but declined to say which 
companies the remaining business^ 
men represented. 

Further investments included the 
development of two gold mines near 
the southern regional capital of Kan 
dahar and in the at^acent province of 
Zabul. 

The consortium was also looking, 
at reopeiung a cement factory at| 
Herat in the southwest, and gas z^oi- 
ing in northern Ai^ghaxiist^--AF? 



ANDARAB, Afghanislafi (AFP) 
• the chubby-cheeked boy , his hair 
shaved and his face chapped with 
coId«. gleefully helps unload anti- 
tank rockets from a helicopter in 
this notthem Afghan village. 



place on Earth. 

.. Young boys venture out of their 
homes much more than their shel- 
tered sisters, and as a result are far 
more vulnenbleto iaadmines, which 
as a rule kill rather than maim 



For the boy, the operation to «n- , children because of their small size. 



load the Soviet-era MI-6 rockets 
for the forces of opposition com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Masood is a 
game, a welcome distraction from 
recent battles In the region. 

.While Masood fights the Taliban 
mililia, A(ghan children arc bear- 
ing the brunt of the conflict. 



the children of Andarab, hoW' 
ever, appear unconcerned as they 
ferry new mines for the use of 
Massood's forces holed up just to 
the northeast. Their involvement 
Is indicative of the conditions Af- 
ghan children grow up In. 
The intractable war is all thai 



Between 3O0»00Oand4O0,0(X)chit . iiio»t of the; poorly clothdd and 
dren have been killed duriiig the ii , barefoot children pf this region : 
past 20 years*; flighting in thi ww- k4ovi^ a 
ravaged country ' - - - 

: oirganisatibns _ 

>\,..Upitd^our million ^.^ ,i- ^ . 

died lii the same period from mal- i. > 'tton the battles of the past Nft<^ 
nutrition aiidinncss,ac6ordingtoa;vwbiU\t^^^ 
recent report by UNICBF and Save * 
theChildreni . . . .i 

The report lulded that 268,000 



Afghan children undei" the age of 
five die each year from easily treat- 
able illnesses such as diarrhoea aiid 
pulmonary conditions." » ** • * 
'; A quarter of Afghan children fail 
to reach the age 6f five for a v^ariety 
of other reasons, the report says; 

Landmines are amon^ the big- 
gest cause of infant fatalities. With 
some 10 million of the deadly de- 
vices scattered across the country, 
Afghanistanisthe most heavily mined 



Masbod, the ethnic Tajik general 
•whote forces have beaten back a 
Talibaii advance that threatened 
to ptit the' whole country uijder'the ; 
Islamic mUitia's control. ' • • r ^; 
! : For itidst school Is nothing but a 
distant memory as they labour on 
their parents' meagre paddy fields ; 
and farms; threatened by the ubiq- 
uitous mines.- V • 

Hardly easy at die best of limes, 
life is about to get much harder for 
the long-suffering children with 
the onset of the harsh Afghan win- 
ter. 



Afghanistan one of the 

most mine-affected comitries 



By Ismail Khan 

PESHAWAR: Latest reports suggest 
that nearly two decades after 
Afghanistan plunged into civil war, it 
is still one of the severely wine-af- 
fected countries in the world. 

A report published in the 'Hidden 
Killer' compiled by the Office of Hu- 
manitarian Demining Programmes 
of United States Department of State 
Bureau of Political-Military Affairs 
quotes the UN figure for the number 
of landmines in Afghanistan at 10 
million, though the original source 
of this estimate, it points out, can- 
not be verified and the actual num- 
ber may thus never be determined. 
Quoting another UN study report, it 
said that that the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian As- 
sistance to Afghanistan (UNOCHA) 
reduced the number of landmines to 
between 5-7 million. Some NGOs, 
based on actual experience in heav^ 
ily mined areas, claim that the ofli- 
dal estimate are still too high and 
should be lowered than to less than 
a million. An estimate by The HALO 
Tnist in 1997 put the figure of land- 
mines at 6,20,000. Roughly 50 dif- 
ferent types of anti-personnel and 
anti-tank mines have been identified 
during the clearance operations, It 
said while referring to a UNDHA re- 
port 

The estimates are still high 
enough to place Afghanistan among 
one of the 12 heandly mine-affected 
countries of the world. They inchide 



Angola, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Cam- 
bodia, Croatia, Eritrea, b^aq, Mozam- 
bique, Namibia, Somalia, Nicaragua 
and Sudan. These 12 countries to- 
gether account for almost 50 per- 
cent of the landmines currently de- 
ployed in the world and also suffer 
tlie highest number of landmine ca- 
sualties. 

The report released in September 
1998 identified provinces bordering 
Paydstan and Iran — the western, 
southern and eastern parts of 
Afghanistan, covering 162 of the 
total 356 distrids as mine-affected. 
Security belts of landmines exist 
around major cities and at airports, 
government installations, and power 
stations. Grazing lands, waterways, 
schools, paths, villages and cities are 
infested with most^r antipersonnel 
mines. 

The majority of landmines, the 
. report said, have been found in agri- 
cultural and grazing lands and in or 
near irrigation system. It said land- 
mines are responsible for depopula- 
tion of vast tracts of the countryside, 
affecting crop harvests and interfer- 
' ing with the transportation of food 
supplies into the cities. Roughly 50 
percent of Afghan villages and an es- 
timated 25 percent of paved roads 
have been destroyed or niined. 

Referring to recent field surveys 
conducted , by the WAF and the 
UNHCR, It said that landmines were- 
the jHirnary reason for reftrgees leav- 
ing Afghanistan and not returning 
- home. Over .two milBon Afghan 



refugees remain in Iran and Pak- 
istan. 

The continuing civil war. It said, 
had severely affected the economy of 
Afghanistan. Its Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) has fallen substan- 
tially since 1982 because of the los."? 
of labour and capital and the disrup- 
tion of trade and transport. The 
UNDP now rates Afghanistan as 1 7 1 
out of 173 countries in terms of 
greatest poverty and least develop- 
ment. American Central Intelligence 
Agency In its 1997 Worid Book 
put the mid- 1997 total population^pf 
the war-ravaged country at 237.38 
million. 

According to ICRC statistics, the 
most dangerous activities to rural 
populations are tilling fields, herding 
livestocks and foraging for wood and 
food. Overall national figures on the 
rale of landmirte-related ii\juries and 
death are not available, but casualty 
estimates indicate that landmines 
and Uncxploded Ordinance (UXO) 
cause an estimated 10 to 12 civilian 
casualties per day. Recent MSF and 
ICRC surveys suggest that this figure 
is too low, since many victims never 
get to treatment centres because of 
lack of transportation, significant 
distances, or impassable roads. 

UNOCHA's Mine Action Capaci- 
ties coorxtinales efforts and those of 
international NGOs throughout 
Afghanistan. The UNOCHA 1997 
budget Included $ 18 million for 
mine awareness, mine clearance, 
surveys, marking, and training. 



Afghan farmers 
agree to reduce 
poppy cultivation 

. . Bureau fteport , 

PESHAWAR: ftrmers ii\ Shinwar 
district of Afghanistan's Nangarhar 
province have agreed to reduce 
poppy cultivation by 25 per cent in 
the coming cultivation season. 

Decision to this cOect was made in 
a meeting, attended by the Shinwar 
district administration, officials of the 
United Nations Drug Control Pro- 
gramme (UNDCP) and the District 
Drug Control Action Shoora at the of- 
fice of the District Administration on 
October 31. 

Highlighting the policy of the 
Afgtodstan government regarding 
poppy cuitivataon, Mauhri Kii^avatuDah, 
the District Administrator of Shinwar 
said that the government was serious 
in its resohre to reduce the poppy cul- 
tivation. He stzessed upon the farmers 
to bring dowi\ the poppy growth by 
25 per cent as compared to the yield 
last season. He added that the UNDCP 
had already implemented a number of 
projects to check the poppy cultWa- 
tion in Uie.distiict 

' II i M w W^nvi t thrfnfttt&wlf of the . 

^iiadr^sg(sgdthat the 

iMfunJed pTOjccfi to the 

tunes of $ 801,711, whereas others 
were dose to completion, he added. 



Osama will not be 
handed over to US: Omar 



(Oeju>s ^^\\\\ > 
By Rahfmullah ftisufzai 

PESHAWAR: Taliban leader Mulla 
Mohammad Omar has said his gov- 
ernment is not prepared to hand 
over Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden to the United States even if it 
meant recognition for the Taliban as 
the legitimate authority in 
Afghanistan. 

**It has now become clear that 
Washington would recognise the 
Taliban-led Afghan government if it 
agreed to extradite Bin Laden to the 
US," he said in an interview with 
'The News* from his movement*s 
headquarters in Kandahar in south- 
western Afghanistan. 

Mulla Omar complained that the 
whole issue of international recog- 
nition for the Taliban government 
now revolved round the person of 
Bin Laden. "This seems to be the 
only hurdle to winning recognition 
for the Taliban as other issues like 
respect for human and women's 
rights and control of drug-traffick- 
ing by the Taliban are no longer 
mentioned as vigorously as in the 
past," he said. 

The Taliban supreme leader ar- 
gued that it meant the student mili- 
tia have fulfilled all other conditions 



and would be allowed to represent 
Afghanistan at the UN and other 
world bodies as soon as they extra- 
dited Bin Laden to the US. He was 
also critical of the UN and the West- 
ern countries for blindly following 
the US policy on not recognising the 
Taliban government. 

Announcing support for 
Afghanistan's Chief Justice, Noor 
Mohammad Saqib's statement in 
which he set a November 20 dead- 
line for the US to prove that Bin 
Laden was a terrorist, MuUa Omar 
said Washington's failure to do so 
would mean that Bin Laden was in- 
nocent. He said the indictment 
order deposite.d in an American 
court accusing Bin Laden of in- 
volvement in acts of terrorism 
wasn't enough of an evidence. He 
made it clear Afghanistan's Shariat 
Court functioned independently of 
the government and was empow- 
ered to punish even someone like 
Bin Laden. 

the US State Department 
spokesman, James Rubin, respond- 
ing to the Taliban deadline of 
November 20, said in Washington 
Monday that there could be no expi- 
ration date on terrorist acts of this 
kind. He said the facts mentioned in 



the indictment order speak for 
themselves. According to him, the 
real issue was as to why the Taliban 
continue to provide safe haven to 
Bin Laden. He said the US govern- 
ment had made it clear to Taliban on 
several occasions that they must 
stop harbouring "well-known terror- 
ists" like Bin Laden. He also, 
stressed the need for bringing Bin' 
Laden to justice swiftly 

It may be added that the US gov- 
ernment recently announced a $5 
million reward each for information 
leading to the arrest and/or convic- 
tion of Bin Laden and Mohammad 
Atef, referred to as his military com- 
mander by Washington. 

Meanwhile, joint delegations of 
the Taliban and former defen<;gi min- 
ister Ahmad Shah Masud have gone 
to areas controlled by the two sides 
to prepare lists of prisoners of war 
for a possible exchange of prisoners 
in future. 

The two delegations were formed 
on the initiative of Syed Jalal, an 
Afghan businessman and intellectual 
based in Saudi Arabia, who has been 
mediating between the Taliban and 
their opponents. Syed Jalal has al- 
ready secured exchange of some 
prisoners between the two sides. 
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Kabul aiq)ort heavily rocketed 



Masood claims 



more gams 



KABUL (AFP) " Opposition 
forces Saturday staged a scries of 
rocket .strikes on Kabul airport 
and claimed the capture of a 
strategic border district from the 
Taliban militia in Kunduz 
province in far north Afghanistan. 

Residents said at least five peo- 
pic were wounded after about a 
dozen rockets struck the airport 
on the northern outskirts of the 
capital. 

. "But thankfully no-one was 
killed;' one 'fCsidcm said. ' ' • 

Anti-Taliban commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood has target- 
ted the airport where Taliban traf- 
fic has been heavy over recent 
nights, using heavy rockets from 
the Russian-made Luna scries, 
and lower grade missiles. 

The rocket strikes came as 
tbrccs attached to Masood entered 
the river port town of Sher Khan 
Bander on the Afghan side of the 
country's border with Tajikistan, 
an opposition spokesman said. 

The spokesman, Abdullah, said 
opposition troops faced minimal 

resistance after launching a three- 
pronged attack. 

"The Taliban did not offer any 
resistance and fled, our forces are 
only 25 kilometres from Kunduz 
city which is now under threat 
from three directions/* he told 
AFP Saturday. 

According to opposition re- 
ports, Masood has now made sub- 
stantial gains across the Afghan 
side of the far north border with 
Tajikistan .stretching fronj hjsi.sup-ij 
piy base'ih TaloqanT 

One analyst said Sher Khan 
Bander is highly important given 
its first class port facilities along 
the Amu River, and access bridge 
to Tajikistan from where Masood 
can bolster supplies. 

Independent confirmation was 
not immediately available while a 
Taliban spokesman said he was 
unable to comment on the reports. 

Abdullah said Saturday*s oper- 
ations were an extention of ad- 
vances made over the past two 

days when Taliban frontlines were 
broken enabling Masood to ad- 
vance west from Bangi and Imam 
Sahib in jionb Kunduz. 

Both districts form part of an 
intricate supply network that both 
sides are attempting to. take and 
secure ahead of winter. 



Masood, an ethnic Tajik, ini- 
tially lost the mountainous routes 
which extend from the Central 
Asian republics to his Panshjcr 
Valley base during the militia's 
sweeping northern offensive in 
July and August. 

Elsewhere, Abdullah said the 
Taliban had also launched at least 

12 aerial bombardments at 
Charikar, 64 kilometres north of 
Kabul and on Masood-held vil- 
lages to Che north of Kabul. But 
there were no immediate reports 
of casualties, he added. However, 
fighting in Fariyab province, 
which had been extensive late this 
week, had eased, Abdullah said. 



US;x)ffers Taliban 

FiBCognition in 
return for Osama 

LONDON (NNI) - The United 
States has called upon the Taliban 
militia in Afghanistan to extradite 
Osama Bin Laden if they wanted 
to win international recognition, 
reports BBC. 

The offer was made by the offi- 
cials of the US State Department 
while reacting to Taliban's fixing 
of November 20 as deadline for 
receiving evidences against 
Osama Bin I.<idin. 

The officials said that Taliban 
can sec the indictment order of 
Osama Bin Laden which they had 
issued last week. The order con- 
tains all information about the 
crimes committed by Bin Lden. 

The US officials once again 
urged the Taliban to extradite 
Osama as he is a terrorist. 

Fj- ^ B V I 1 ( 



60 coup-plotters 
flown to Kandahar 

Taliban release 107 more POWs 

By AIM AL, KHAN 



PESHA\yARj; Taliban Authori^.:^ 
ties Wednesdayair dasKed 60 firis^ 
oners, arrested pn. charges of con- 
spiracy to topple the goveriitticfit in 
Kabiil, to the militia's headquarters 
at Kandahaf for further interroga- 
tion. 

According to Sahaar news agen- 
cy, the Taliban authorities arrested 
more than 170 political personali- 
ties from eastern, provinces of 
Kunar, Laghman and Nangrahar 
for an alleged coup attempt few 
days back. 

The Taliban's claims notwith- 
standing, many Afghan leaders in- 
cluding Sayed Isahaq Gillani^ . 
strongly denied the charges leveled 
against the arrested persons* major- 
ity of whom were prominent tribal 
chiefs and leaders! 

Prominent among those wlio 
wcnc airliRcd to Kandahar irtcluded 
former governor Laghmah of 
province Abdul Malik Saft. a well- 
known Jehadi Commander CJhazi 
Khan. Haji Basir Mehmood, Sayed 
Abdul Razaq Pacha, Mohammad 
Anwar Sultan, Jehandad, a former 
member of Afghan Parliament, 
Stad Hussain, Abdul Samad 
Chaknawar and Moulvi Kamal 
alias Moulvi Parchami, 

Also on Wednesday, the Taliban 
on the directives of their suj^reme 
leader Mullah Mohammad Omer 
Mujahid. released 108 opposition 
prisoners in Kandahar. 



Taliban sources conftded to The 
Froniitf'^ Post from Kandahar by 
XtXtftim^' Wesncsday night lhal 
Mouah Qmer as a good gesture or^ 
dercd the release of 107 prisoners 
uniiatcrly. 
' Majority of those released be- 
longed to Taliban's newly-captured 
areas of Sur^i-Pul, )owzjan> Balkh 
andGhor. 

AFP adds: Tfie opposiliort pris- 
oners were released from jails in 
southern city of Kandahar, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (A IP) report- 
ed. • ..' . 

Quoting sources in Kandahan 
the base of the Islamic miljtia, the 
private information service said the 
prisoners were not handed over to 
any intermediary. ; 

The Taliban authorities have 
made arrangements to help the re- 
leased men reach their homes, the 
Pakistan-based AlP said, without 

giving logistical details. 

.It said the rival troops were cyjv 
turcd by the Taliban at various 
frontlines since last year In north- 
ern and northeastern provinces. 

The Taliban and opposition 
forces' loyal to commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood appeared to be ob- 
serving an unofficial truce for the 
exdiange of prisoners as the front- 
lines rcmainca calm* AlP said. 

A week-long ceasefire that was 
mediated by a Saudi Arabia-based 
Afghan intellectual, Sayed Jalal, 
for the swap of prisoners expired 
Monday, 
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Ethmcity only cause of Taliban 
massacre in northern Afghanistan 



WASHINGTON (NNI) - After 
being {(tucked twice last year by 
the Taliban, Mazar-c Sharif could 
no longer cUitn to be that battered 
country's last refuge frorti the civil 
war. 

But hardly anyone in the dusty 
city on the northern plains was pre- 
pared for what happened when the 
Taliban look control with a 
vengeance on their thini try. 

On August 8 and the days that 
followed. Taliban militiamen and 
their allies methodically executed 
between 2.000 and 5.000 civilians 
tn one of the deadliest mass 
killings of civilians in two decades 
of warfare in Afghanistan, accord- 
ing to interviews with witnesses 
who later fled to Pakistan and re- 
ports by international human rights 
investigators. Taliban mililiamen 
searched house lo house for males 
of fighting age who belonged to 
the Hazara ethnic minority, says a 
report in Washington on Sunday. 

Hazaras were gunned down in 
front of their families or had their 
throats slit. Otiicrs. thrown into the 
city's overcrowded jail, were exe- 
cuted by firing squads or crammed 
into tractor-lrailers» where they 
sweltered all day in the summer 
sun - doors shut - until most per- 
ished from suffocation or neat 
str6ke. In the evenings* the heavy 
trucks hauled the bodies to the 
nearby desert and dumped ihem In 
heaps like trash, according to the 
repotts 

Sketchy reports of the slaughter 
were circulated ai the time, but the 
full extent and the systematic char* 
actcr of the mass murder there 
have only become known in the 
months since, as human rights in- 
vestigators have interviewed sur- 
vivors who fled to Pakistan and 
elsewhere. 

The killings illustrate how the 
Afghan civil war has in the past 
two years turned toward ethnic 
conflict fed by tribal hatreds and 
Wood revenge. 

Although the Taliban fought its 
way lo dominance under a unify- 
ing banner of Islam, in ethnic 
terms its rule represents a return to 
the pre-communist days of rule by 
Pashtuns, Afghanistan's largest 
ethnic group. In taking over 
Mazar«e Sharif the Taliban also 
added a sectarian twist. The 
Hazara group that was singled out 
for slaughter is predominantly 
Shiite Muslim; the Taliban is a 
Sunnt Muslim movement. 

In addition, the Taltbatt's attack 
on Mazar-e Sharif claimed the 
lives of nine Iranians, provoking 
Shiite-dominated Iran to rattle a 



big Persian sword on the border, 
mobilizing tens of thousands of 
elite troops for military exercises 
that strctcned over an entire month. 

William Maley, an* Australian 
specialist on Afghanistan, said tliat 
the Mazar-e-Snarif killing was 
"striking in its viciousness" even 
by Afghan standards. "What we 
saw in August was not civilians 
caught in the cross-fire between 
combaunts, but an orgy of killing 
driven by racial oimJ religious prej- 
udice/' he said. 

""Afghanistan is teetering on the 
edge of major ethnic conflict and 
perhaps even a gcnocid^:.** Mazar-e 
Sharif had remained the la.<;t major 
city holding out ; against the 
Taliban's strict niie of i^Jghanistan* 
which has included the imposition 
of Islamic law and tight' controls 
on women. 

But until the shooting started 
that Saturday nx)rning in August, 
few residents had any warning that 
most of the forces defending 
Mazar-c-Sharif bad slipped away 
overnight or had defected, leaving 
the city's gates wide, open to the 
Tkliban. 

Shock troops arriving in pickup 
trucks anc{ cars fired automatic 
weapons at everyone in sight, rc- 
garoless of ethnicity, in an apparent 
effort to terrorize a rebellious pop- 
ulation into submission, witnesses 
said. 

**lt didn*t matter whether they 
were small children. Womcn» men 
or old men. They were just shoot- 
ing at people," said a Hazara wom- 
an now living in Quetta 

Down four broad avenues that 
radiate from Mazar-c Sliarif s ccn- 
tral square, antiaircraft guns 
mounted on parked military trucks . 
sprayed heavy bullets as panicked » 
- merchants and shoppers broke into 
a desperate sprint for safety, ac- 
cording to a Hazara truck driver 
who watched from an upper floor 
of a nearby building. 

In the bedlam, speeding cars hit 
some people and raced over the . 
bodies of others felled in die fir- 
ing. After a few hours, the shooting 
subsided. Blood stained the walls 
of shops and residential com- 
pounds. 

For at least three days, bodies 
lay where they fell on the onicrs of 
the Taliban commander >^o took 
charge of the city, wiowsscs said. It 
was not until the bodies began to 
rot and stink in the dry summer 
heat, threatening disease, that Uie 
commander, Manon Niazi, allowed 
burial of the dead. By then, stray 
dogs were feeding on the bodies. 

Recent interviews of Hazara 



refugees - who did not want to be 
named for fear of reprisals — and 
reports released this tnonth by the 
United Nations and Human Rights 
W^tch were ^onsisletiit in their gen- 
eral accounts of the initial indis* 
criminate killing, followed by days 
of targeting Hazaras. 

Aii Amnesty International re- 
port in September mentioned only 
the ethnic killings. Officially, the 
Taliban say none of it happened, 
although Taliban officials have 
barred human rights investigators 
and journalists from Mazar-c- 
Sharif. The Taliban denounced the 
report of a UN human rights in- 
ve<itigator as ''vast propaganda,"* 
maintaining that, its forces had . 
killed only combatants,' confiscat- 
ed firearms from civilians and 
temporarily evacuated some resi- 
dents. 

But a former Pakistani intelli- 
gence official who visited the city 
afterward said that large-scale 
killing did occur - after quick tri- 
als. 

"Most of the group executions 
were carried out by the firing 
squads - after summary Islamic 
cotuts found those people guilty of 
treason,^ the former intelligence 
official said. *Tlie treatment meted 
out ... was clearly defined in 
Islamic laws." 

The paper quoted refugees as 
saying that the Taliban were ac- 
companied by Pakistani fighters, 
identifiable by their language, 
dress and the flag of a Muslim fun- 
damentalist Pakistani party 
aligned'with the Taliban. 
. In responding to the UN report, 
the Taliban also cited the summary ; 
executions in May 1997 of an esti- 
mated 2.000 to 3,000 Taliban pris- 
oners in the Mazar-e-Sharif area. 
Human rights investigators have 
concluded that those killings moti- 
vated the militia to take revenge. 
Hazaras. however, were not re- 
sponsible for the killings. 

The newcomers have crowded . 
into run-down motels, dirt-floor 
basements and, in some cases, 
nx>sques. The financially strapped 
office of the UN High 
Comthissioncr for Refugees here 
has been able to provide limited 
aid to no more than 150 destitute 
families. Despite their desperat<^ 
circumstances, some refiigces 
talked of revenge. A doctor who 
fled from south of Mazar-e Sharif, 
for instance, quoted a Hazara 
proverb about a defeated people 
rising to fight back. "When the 
glas.1 is broken, it is getting sharp- 
er," he said. "We are the broken 
glass." 



Taliban claim surrender 
of leading Shia leader 



By Ralilmullah Yusufzai 



PESHAWAR: The Taliban Friday 
claimed that a leading Shia leader, 
Htyjatul Islam Mohammad Akbari, 
had surrendered to tl^em along with 
20 of his close aides and military 
commanders in Bamiyan province in 
central Afghanistan. 

The claim was made by Mulla 
Abdul Hye Mutmain, a Taliban 
spokesman in Kandahar in south- 
western Afghanistai\. 

Mutmain said that two Shia mili- 
tary commanders, Sangardost and 
Habibullah, who were pro-Ta!iban, 
were instrumental in convincing Ak- 
bari and his lieutenants to surrender 
to the T^iban-led I^nuc government 
in Afghanistan. He said details were 
awaited about the identity of the other 
men who surrendered along with Ak- 
bari. According to Mutmain, the sur- 



render took place In Waras district of 
Bamiyan province. 

Akbari is head of the breakaway 
faction of the Hezb-i-Wahdat. The 
mainstream HezW-Wahdat is led by 
Karim Khalili, whose whereabouts 
aren't known. The two factions were 
allied to former defence minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood and Uzbek war- 
lord Gen Abdul Rasheed Dostum in 
the civil war against the Taliban. 

Bamiyan city, inhabited by Hazara 
people who are Shia and Persian- 
speaking, fell to the Taliban, who 
Sunni and largely Pashtoon, on 
September 13. Later, they occupied 
the whole of the mountainous 
yParoiyan province except one district 
and confronted minimum of resis- 
tance. Yakawalang, military head- 
quarters of the Hezb-i-Wahdat, also 
fell to the Taliban without much re- 
sistance. 



Co pper mines exploration 

Taliban ink 
accord with 
S . African firm 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Taliban 
Minister lor Mines and Indiisltics 
Maulvi Ahmed Jan has said that 
<hcy have signed an accord wilh a 
South African company on copper 
exploration in Afghanislan. 

In an interview, Maulvi Ahmed 
Jan said thai engineers of Ihc South 
African company are arriving in 
Afghanistan on November, 25. Tito 
Taliban administration, he said, is 
"hiaking hcclic cflbrls lo fully uti- 
lize the cowntry's rcjiourccs. 

He said thai 38 oil wells have 
been discovered in Jauzjan 
province. A total of 20000 barrels 
oil would daily be extracted from 
Ihem and the reserves would meet 
the conniry's demand for Ihc nexl 
30 years, he said, adding that gold 
was also available in plenty at five 
difTcrent places. 

The minister denied dial Taliban 
administration has made the for- 
eigners bound to grow beard and 
said lhat such law docs not apply 
on Ihc foreigners, but (he Afghans, 
he made it clear, must grow beard. 
He said that Diliban have not com- 
mitted high handedness against 
anyone in Afghani.st«nn. 

MaulviAlmicd Jan said that tlic 
Thliban are not opposed to women 



education rather arc again.st co edu- 
cation. He said thai women can bc- 
conjc doctors and teachers and 
there should be separate education- 
al institutions for girls and boys. 

About Osama Bin Laden, the . 
Taliban minister said that so far no 
evidence has been produced 
against him. The Saudi Inlerior 
Minister, he said, has also denied 
his involvement in the Saudi bomb- 
ings. He regretted that United 
Stales and some others arc leveling 
false allegations against Osama in a 
bid to make Afghanistan further 
suffer. He alleged that in fact, the 
United Stales is having enmity with 
Afghanistan and not with Osama. 

He said that western lobby has 
been nmn<ng poisonous pfx)pagan- 
da campaign to malign the Taliban 
government. The western coun- 
tf tes, he said, arc in fact scared of 
the enforcement of Islamic system 
in Afghanistan and that is why, 
they arc making non-issues as is- 
sues. 

The minister also deplored that 
the United Nations had promised 
the establishment of four universi- 
ties in the war-ravaged 
Afghanistan but so far nothing has 
been done. 



Taliban to accommodate 
three Shia leaders in govt 



By Rahimullah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: In a significant move to 
make their government in 
Afghanistan broad-based, the Taliban 
Islamic Movement founder Mulla 
Mohammad Omar announced Sun- 
day that the three Shia leaders who 
recently declared support for the Tal- 
iban would be given official respon- 
sibilities. 

Mulla Wakii Ahmad Mutawakil, 
an aide to Mulla Omar, said in Kan- 
dahar that Hezb-i-Wahdat head 
Ustad Mohammad Akbari, an imp)or- 
tant Shia military commander Kho- 
dadad Irfani and former JunbtLsh-i- 
Milli Islami leader Nasim Mehdi 
would be accommodated in the 'Tal- 
iban4ed Afghan government. 

However, he made it clear that 



the three v^d other opposition fig- 
ures swearirtg allegiance to the Tal- 
iban would be accommodated in- 
dividuals and not as representatives 
of a political group. 

*We want to use their experience 
and knowledge to rebuild 
Afghanistan as we need men who 
can deliver," explained Mutawakil. 

It may be added that there is 
presently no ranking Shia in the Tal- 
iban administration. The Taliban 
captured the Shia heartland of 
Bamiyan in central Afghanistan in 
September and forced the main- 
stream Hezb-i-Wahdat leader Karim 
Khalili to flee to Iran. 

Earlier in August, they had cap- 
tured Mazar-i-Sharif, which was 



largely controlled by Hetb-i-Wahdat 
and a smaller Shia party, Harkat-i-Is- 
lat^ of Shaikh Asef Moliseni. 

Akbari, who broke away from 
Khalili liTi 1994 and formed his own 
faction of He2b-i-Wahdat, surren- 
der;^d to the TMiban recJ^tly and trav- 
elled to Kabul to declar^8iIlipoMrtdt 

past wa^ a close aid4 to defeated 
Uzbek warlord Gen Abdul Rasheed 
Dostum'; aiihounced that he was In 
the [Miban headquarters of Kandahar 
and" was now loyal to the "Mban gov- 
ernment. Yesterday, Irfani broke his 
sflence in Ghazni and declared that he 
had unconditionally joined hands with 

, tlie lyiban. 

' These public pronouncements of 
support for the Taliban by prominent 
opposition figures is quite an achieve- 
ment for the laiban, especially as it 
has come at a time when they are fac- 
ing renewed military pressure on 
their' |)osition in Northern Afghanistan 
jy\4hmad Shah Masud and other op- 

\365ition commanders. 




Masood consolidating power, 
thanks to traditional rivalries 



PESHAWAR - With dramatic 
changes in the internal politico- 
military equation in Afghanistan 
over the last two years, fresh re- 
alignment of forces across the 
country is in the offing. 

Some key Shia opposition 
leaders, such as Ustad 
Mohammad Akbari, chief of his 
own faction of Hizb-i-Wahdat; 
Sadik Parwani and Khodaidad 
Irfani . of Hizb-t-Wahadat 
(Khaliii) and Mehdi Naseem, 
second-in-command to Uzbek 
warlord Gen Abdul Rashid 
Dostum and a leader of Jumbish- 
i-Mili Islami. have joined hands 
with the Taliban. • 

On their part, the Taliban have 
shown willingness to accommo- 
date these leaders in the ruling 
shura, whose membership has 
now gone up from six to nine. 

On the other hand, the Hizb-i- 
Isiami Afghanistan (HIA) dissi- 
dent group, after revolting 
against Engr Gulbaddin 
Hekmatyar, activated their mili- 
tary activities in the north and 
north-east of Afghanistan, and 
have publicly come out in sup- 
port of the Masood-lcd opposi- 
tion. 

According to sources, the HIA 
dissident. Hamoun Jareer, helped 
Masood win over the scattered 
anti-Taliban commanders in the 
northern parts of the country. _ 

. Many Afghan observers are of ' 
the view that the opposition's rc- 
cent military victories in the . 
northern provinces of Kundoz 
and Baghlan became possible 
when the ex-commanders of HIA 



News Analysis 



changed loyalties to the opposi- 
tion, added the sources. 

In the same manner, another 
HIA defector. Wahidullah 
Saboon, is active in the eastern 
provinces of Kunar, Laghman. 
Ningarhar and Nooristan. where 



he is regrouping anti-Taliban 
commanders against the student 
militia. 

Haji Qadccr, ex-governor of 
Ningarhar and chief of the erst- 
while eastern Shura, is currently 
in Nooristan. but ha.'i reportedly 
lost grip over the commanders 
loyal to the shura in the past. 

Because of strong resistance to 
the leadership of Haji Qadeer, the 
opposition is utilizing the good 
offices of other influential com- 
manders to warm up the eastern 
front, the sources said. 

Masood has reportedly put 
huge resources in addition to two 
helicopters on the command of 
some of his close aides in the 

eastern parts of Afghanistan to 
organize military resistance 
against the Taliban. 

These resources are substantial 
enough, say the sources, and 
have impacted even the Pakistani 
economy where the US dollar has 
registered a fall against the rupee 
as a result.. 

In the western parts of the 
country, however, the opposition 
is facing serious difficulties in or- 
ganising resistance to Taliban. 

Sources further confided to 
this scribe that thousands of op- 
position soldiers on the Iranian 
side of the border off Herat are 
waiting for the green signal to 
start activities against Taliban in 

Herat and other areas in western 
Afghanistan. 

The personality clash between 
Uzbek commander Gen Abdul 
Malik and Saycd Noorullah 
Agha, a prominent commander of 
Jamiat-i-lslami (of Prof Rabbani) 
is said to be causing delay, as 
both of them aspire to command 
the recently-raised opposition 
force in Iran. 

The recent Iranian warning to 
TWiban government to. arrest and 
prosecute the killers of Iranian 
diplomats has been timed to pre- 
empt further defections in the op- 
position ranks, and to boost the 
morale of the Masood-led opposi- 
tion forces, the sources observed. 



\3H local staff 
supplying food to 
Hazarajat: official 

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations 
said on Tuesday that the local 
Afghan staff of the world body is 
supplying food to the people in Haz- 
arajat which has been declared a' 
food-deficit area. 

"After security assurances fr6m 
the Taliban and after their handing 
over of vehicles, the local UN staff is 
supplying food to the people in Haz- 
arajat before snowfall creates diffi- 
cuiiies," a spokesperson of UN Hu- 
manitarian Coordinator for 
AfghaDistan said. , 

The food supplies are being car- 
ried fr6m Yakawalling "whic$ still has 
some stwiks** as according tjo UN of- 
ficials much of 1500 tonnes of food 
supplied by WST has disappeared. 

The UN international staff last 
week undertook an **excepUonar 
visit to the area to assess the "food 
and security situation" in the area. 

The world body had pulled out its 
international staff from Afghanistan 
following the killing of an Italian 
worker in Kabul August last. The \M 
and the Taliban reached an agree- 
ment on the realisation of security 
for the UN staff in Octobcr-iAPP 
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How the Taliban slaughtered 8,000 

Michael Whichcstcr which m man>' as <^'f^^>^^"\«yi^^.^;: 

— _ ^ j^^^ bulcbered. One senior IJN otTicial 

Srebrenica," 



When the Taliban (ooK MazaH- 
Sftarlf in August the were bent on 
revenge. The ratlical Killed ai least 
6.000 civilians. 

The crack of rifle Hrc was nothing 
■-• for Amtrshah. After all. he had 



new 



been defending the northern city of 
Mazar-i-Sharif against the advancing 
Taltban for fong enough. What worried 
him was that the nflc fire was coming 
from behind his position on the western 
edge of l^zdiT. From withiti the cit>' it- 
self "1 drove back into town with a 
truck full of troops to check it out/ the 
vours Shia Muslim recalls. "We heard 
;T:cre shooting and then saw the Tahban. 
Wc took cover in the ditches as they at- 
tacked and surrounded us." 

Amirshah and his men fought until 
thcv ran out of ammunition. Then 
cmerccd with their handf raised Their 
caprors offered them to form a rough 
line, stepped back and opened fire. 
' Miraculously unscathed. Amirshah (not 
; h»5 real name) says he lay among the 
bodies of his dead comrades for two full 
davs before crawling iftto hiding. The 
fat'c of his unit was an earty harbinger of 
worse to come. What unfolded m Mazar 
on Saturday. Aug 8, and in the days that 
followed, was slaughter of a scale and 
hruialitv without precedent m 20 years 
of turmoil in Afghanistan. It has brought 
Wcs; Asia face to face with the prospect 
of wider war and a apreading virus of 
Sh:*-Sunni violencc. 

The iruto was slow to reach the out- 
side world. The sole foreign reporter m 
the citv. Iranian ^ahmud Saremu was 
5hct dead with eight diplomats by men 
-he Taliban leadership later described as 
-renegades." Then, ominously, the radi- 
cal Sunni militia imposed a news black- 
out that remains in pUce across all 
northern Afghanistan. -Closing down 

the northern areas is ""^•^^•"y^*';"? 
I've seen in po.t.t992 Afghamstan 
savs an Islamabad-based diplomat. 
"flKVrc hiding somethi ng big. 

Oi tryin« to. After weeks on the road, 
a trickle o1r refugees from Mar.ar h.s 
been reaching the relative sccunty of 
PjikisUn, hunted, harassed and impris- 
oned bv Taliban soldiers along the way. 
Their i'nitial accounts were .lufTiciently 
Iwrrowing to prompt some international 

official to downplay them rather then 
provide Shia Iran with iron-clad grounds 
for punitive war against Afghanistan's 
extremist Sunni militia. But from inter- 
views with survivor* (whose names have 
been changed) and documents obtained 
from znternatioDal aid organisations. 
Asiaweek has pieced together a broad 
picture of what took place in Mazar. 

Drawn from eyewjtncsa accounts 
frore all Ac city's radal groups -Hazara. 
Uzbek. Tajik and Pushtun-that picture is 
of an oXlicially directed ethnic pogrom 



sees ''echoes of Srebrenica," tnc 
Boimian -Safc-havcn" wrhcre in July 
1995 the Serb military systematically 
slaughtered thousands of unarmed 
Muslims males. "Mazar stops short of 
genocide/ he says. "But not far short " 
Treachery and Revenge 
The collapse of Mazar came entirely 
unexpectedly -despite the Taliban's re- 
Icntlcss march north. The city was ade- 
quately defended by various militias, 
brought together in an uneasy alliance. 
But in Afghaniatan, numbers and hard- 
ware seldom translate into military se- 
curity. As is their wont, the Taliban cx- 
picitea etnmc ntls in the northern camp- 
making common cauae with their ethnic 
cousins, Pushtuns from Balkh district 25 
km west of Mazar. Iri a secret deal ce- 
mented in early August. Puahtun com- 
manders agreed to spearhead the attack 
on the city. This was bad enough. Worse 
was that Taliban check-book strategy 
had prevailed on several Vxhck com- 
manders in Dch Dadi, 15 km from 
Mazar. to stand aside and allow their en- 
emies to pass through. 

In Mazar that morning there was no 
inkling of treachery. Both the Shm chief 

Mohaqiq and the police chief were in 
their oCBccs by 9 am and cleared flights 
to land later in the day at the airport. As 
the cool of morning gave way to the 
baking heat of a northern stmmier, mer- 
chants, traders and money-changers 
thronged the central markets. "This w^as 
the time of business." recalls Malik, a 
Tajik refugee. "The cit>' was already 

cro'wdcd." 

At about 10.15 am, the first pick up 
trucks loaded with Taliban and their 
Pushtun allies roared into the city unop- 
posed from Dch Dahi. The resistance 
was brief. Outflanked, and then sur- 
rounded, the main Shia force in posi- 
tions of on the Balkh road, four km out- 
side the city, were all wiped out before 
noon. Of an estimated 1.500 or more 
troops, fewer than 100 survived. 

Simultaneously, the Taliban turned 
on the civilians. In ^'hal one witness l*i- 
cr described as a "killing fren2>.* 
Taliban troops, in vehicles and on foot, 
opened fire on anything that moved-cut- 
ting down vendors, women shoppers, 
children even donkeys and camels. 
•There were bodies lying every where 
like flies," aays Malik. The carnage was 
greatest in the wide streets around the 

central Rowzah mosque, putative rest- 
ing place of Ali, the Prophef.t .son-ii»- 
law A-1 hundreds ran for shelter, olhct^ 
rushed to upper windows to see what 
was happening below-only to draw the 
attention of Taliban marksmen. 

-I was in the Mandai'i market [just 
north of the mosque] when the Taliban 
entered the city killing everyone they 
saw on the streets/ recalls Raouf. a 
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Bet ween 10,30 am and 4 
pm, they succeed many times 
rtvcr. Several hundred civil- 
ians died on the su-eets as 
Taliban vehicles raced thor- 
ough the cit>''s main thor-r 
oughfares, guns blazing. But 
this was more than random 
massacre" Many vehicles, 
guided by Balkh Pushtuns fa- 
miliar >vith the cit3% made di- 
rectly for key buildings and 
installations. Other units tar- 
geted the residences of oppo- 
sition leaders and military 
commanders, as well as inter- 
national aid offices, swiftly 
seizing their communications 
equipment and looting their 
vehicles, "They had an exact 
idea of who was who," reck- 
J ons Hussein, a Shia school 
teacher, who fled with his 
wife and child. "It was all ex- 
tremely disciplined and sj'stcmatic." 

The' Taliban's most fateful visiuiion 
was to the Iranian consulate -general, 
where they seized eight diplomats and 
the journalist, bundled them into a cellar 
and gunned them down. It was those 
nine deaths-denied and equivocated 
over for wecks-that would much later 
propel the fall of Mazar to the top of the 
international agenda as Iran mobilised 
for war. 

As the Taliban fanned out into the 
back streets, Hazara Shias -often distin- 
guishable by their pronounced Asiatic 
feauires-quickly realized they bad been 
singled out for special treatment. At 
1 1.30 that morning. Gaffur says he took 
shelter from firing near the Balkh Gate, 
just west of the main mosque in a court- 
yard that was soon searched by Taliban: 
"The 25 people in the court^'ard were in- 
terrogated harshly -all were civilians, 
mostly cart-pullers and street uaders," 
he claims "Nine who were Hazaras the>' 
shot and dumped their bodies in a well." 

RaouC the trader v^^o had earlier lost 
his cousin, later reached home safely. 
"At about one o'clock 1 heard a Datsun 
[pick up] passing my street and the 
sound of continuous firing for 10 min- 



How the Taliban slaughtered 8,000 



ulcs. After the firing atopped I heard 
people crying and the voices of the 
Tahban. They were asking people where 
the rCazara houses were." 

i>iinday random butchery was be- 
ing paralleled by more methodical 
house-to-house searches that targeted 
Shia suburbs. The quarters were scaled 
otTas groups of armed Taliban combed 
them street by street. In some streets 
Taliban troops broke open doors, 
promptly shooting the men before ran- 
sacking the homes in front of bystericaJ 
women and children. In other streets, 
civilians were moved out of their hous- 
es, and the men of fighting age taken 
away in trucks. Two weeks later the 
Shia suburb of Ali Chopan once home 
to some 3,000 families, was ail but de- 
serted. 

Operation Pacification 

Laurels for the conquest of Aug 8 
went to KhairuHah Khairkhwah, a 
Taliban mullah who when not busy 
making war doubles as the regime's "in- 
terior minister." But on Aug 9, Day 
Two, the fate of Mazars citizens fell to a 
newly appointed. acting governor and 
chairman of the city's "security commis- 
sion," ' 

Abdul Manan Niazi. A Puslttun from 
southwestern Shindand, Niazi is a 
slightly built man of medium height, in- 
tense and highly strung. Installed in a 
requisitioned three- story house conve- 
niently close to the central jail, he set 
about his task of "pacifying" an already 
prostrate city. 

Mass round-ups of fighting age men 
began on the Saturday involving males 
from all ethnic groups, including the oc- 
casional Pushtun. The only difTcrcnce 
was that Hazaras risked summary exe- 
cution on the street or in their house , 
depending on the mood of their captors. 

By Day Two, the process had gath- 
ered real momentum as thousands of 
men were trucked off to the central jail. 
By evening, this primitive faeility - 
equipped with two water taps and mini- 
mal toilet facilities- Was overflowing 
with a crush of men who in many cells 
needed to take turns to sit down. In the 
sweltering heat, water was provided by 
the simple expedient of hosing down 
cells from tankers truck, forcing prison- 
ers to catch what they could in hats or 
suck moisture from their own drenched 
clothes- 



Scgrcgation by race followed, often 
presided over personally by Niazi 
.whose world was now law. Pushtuns 
were immediately released Tajiks and 
Uzbeks interrogated over their religious 
practices and then usually freed. 
Hazaras and other Shias were thrown 
back in. Around the jail hundreds oi 
wailing women begged guards for news 
of their loved ones. 

There are no reports of any armed rc- 
sistance after Saturday afternoon. But 
on Sunday and for several days that fol- 
lowed tlie crackle of small-arms five 
could be heard across the city, some- 
limes bursts of automatic fire. The vic- 
tors were taking no chances: Some 
streets were searched for arms as many 
as they or four times. Arbitrary streets 
executions and arrests continued apace. 

In a gesture of contempt for the dead 
and warning for the living, Niazi issued 
orders that the hundreds of corpses lit- 



tering the streets should be left where 
they had fallen. "One of my worst mem- 
ories about it ail was the bodies," re- 
called ShukruHah, a Hazara who says he 
narrowly escaped execution. "There 
were bodies everywhere, lying in the 
back streets, in doorways, hanging out 
of windows." Before long, packs of 
snarling dogs began tearing the bloated 
corpses as the living hurried past, cloths, 
to their noses. After several days, when 
the stench and hazard to health become 
too great, Niazi relented and set teams 
to work clcaning'up the streets. 

The prison too was becoming a seri- 
ous health hazard and two days aflcr Xht 
city's fall it was decided to begin ship- 
ping Hazara prisoners out of Mazar to 
Shibcrghan, 95 km to the west: 
Thousands of prisoners were soon being 
herded from their cells into containers 
on the backs of trucks, as many as 120 
men squeezed inta six-meter containers. 

There were ^unfortunate mishaps, 
though it sees unlikely Niazi or any of 
his commanders lost any sleep over 
them. In three instances, locked, con- 
tainer were opened at Shibcrghan to re- 
veal scores of bodies heaped on top of 
each other, having died of dehydration 
asphyxiation iA the roasting heat. But 
the Taliban*s FiVial Solution for Mazar 
roiled on unabated. 



Before long Shibcrghan jail too was 
overflowing. Prisoners were then flown 
and trucked south to more distant jails in 
Maimana, Herat and southern Kandahar. 
By last week, the Red Cross, which fi- 
nally was allowed access to the jails, es- 
timated that 4,500 Hazaras were incar- 
cerated. .Another i, 500 had already been 
released. 

Many in Mazar arc convinced that 
others in Shibcrghan jail were tucked 
out into the rolling* pasture country 
Southwest of the city known as Dasht- 
i-Layli and massacred there. 
Ominously, it was in Dasht-i-Layli that 
hundreds of Taliban prisoners-of-war 
were last year slaughtered by fheir 
Uzbek captors. To date there have been 
no first-hand reports confirming sys- 
tematic massacres near Shibcrghan and 
the full truth may never be known. But 
the road through the area has apparent- 
ly been closed by the Taliban and at 
least one second-hand account from a 
refugee who reached Pakistan speaks 
of hundreds of corpses strewn abross 
the pastures. 

No one will ever know how many in- 
nocents died in the rape of Mazar. The 
Taliban certainly were not counting and 
if they bad been would not be telling. 
But several sober estimates put the toll 
at a minimum of 6,000. Today a trauma- 
tised city is limping back to a semblance 
of normality, though half of its shops are 
still shuttered. 

For its surviving Shia population, : 
many still cowering in their homes, tiie 
message has been unambiguous. Their 
mosques have been closed. And in rant- 
ing speeches broadcast on radio, Taliban 
commissar Niazi has set forth three- 
stark choices: convert to Sunni Islam* 
go to Shia Iran or die. As they promised 
in 1995, the Taliban have indeed 
brought to a once vibrant city the twin 
blessings of Islam and peace - the twist- 
ed Islam of the sectarian bigot and the 
peace of the dead. 
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Briider im Geiste, vereint im Unverstandnis 

Der Streit zwischen Iran und Afghanistan zeigt, daB die islamistische Welt nicht so homogen ist, wie manche Theorie es gern hatte 



DaB die neue Weltordnung ein furchter- 
liches Durcheinander ist, hatte man wissen 
konnen, als George Bush sie verkiindete. 
Als dann das „Ende der Geschichte" am 
Ende war, wurde es von Huntingtons 
„clash of civilizations" abgelost. Aber wie- 
der will die Welt sich an Erklarungen nicht 
halten. Die Kriege der neunziger Jahre fin- 
den nicht zwischen, sondem innerhalb von 
Zivilisation statt. Und seitdem es keine 
Blocke mehr gibt, lassen sie sich auch nicht 
mehr in ein BliKkschema presscn. Hcute 
fiihren zwar weiterhin Stellvertreter Krieg, 
aber wen sie vertreten, ist kaum durch- 
schaubar. Und sofem westliche Beobachter 
das verstehen, sind sie erst recht verwirrt. 
Man miiBte schon Frankreich und die Ver- 
einigten Staaten als je eigene Zivilisationen 
begreifen, urn etwa die letzten Kriege in 
Afi-ika als mittelbare Foige eines Zivilisa- 
tionskonfliktes zu bezeichnen. Eine Aus- 
nahme scheint der Siiden Sudans zu sein, 
doch sieht man genauer hin, stellt sich her- 
aus, daB sich dort weniger die Konfessio- 
nen bekriegen als die Konsortien. 

Jiingstes Beispiel fur die neue Weltun- 
ordnung ist das Sabclrassein an der Greiuc 
zwischen Iran und Afghanistan. Obwohl 
doch so gut wic ausgemachl war, daB der 
islamische Fundamentalismus nichts ande- 
res im Sinn habe, als das christliche Abend- 
land zu stiirmen, stehen sich dort zwei fun- 
damentalistische Staaten gegeniiber. All- 
mahlich muBte der politischen Popularwis- 
senschaft in den Vereinigten Staaten und 
anderswo aufgehen, daB weder der Funda- 
mentalismus noch der Islam als solcher ho- 
mogene Gebilde sind, die gemeinsame Ziele 
verfolgen. 

Nun ist es zwar ofTenkundig, daB die Re- 
ligion in der Alltagskuhur und im politi- 
schen Diskurs vieler muslimischer Lender 
eine groBere Rolle spielt als noch vor zwei 
Jahrzehnten, wie uhcrhaupt die Bcsinnung 
auf das, was Menschen als ihre kulturelle, 
ethnische oder religiose „Identitat" empfin- 
den, ein weltweites und haufig bedrohliches 
Phanomen ist. Das kann aber nicht dar- 
iiber hinwegtauschen, daB die Realpolitik 
weniger dcnn je von wcltanschaulichen Er- 
wagungen bestimmt wird. Zumal im Nahen 
und Mittleren Osten genieBen die materiel- 
len und strategischen Interessen so ofTen- 
kundig Prioritat, daB selbst ein islamisti- 
scher Sprachschleier sie kaum mehr ver- 
hiillt. Wie sonst ware zu erklaren, daB die 
Islamische Republik Iran, um einen ande- 
ren Konflikt anzufiihren, es mit dem christ- 
lichcn Armenien halt, wahrend die sakulare 
Turkei das muslimische Aserbaidschan un- 
terstiitzt? Weshalb hat selbst der islamisti- 
sche Ministerprasident der Turkei wahrend 
seiner Amtszeit das Bundnis mit Israel 



nicht angetastet, um den arabischen Glau- 
bensbriidem zur Seite zu stehen? Und war- 
um hielt das schiitische Iran still, als der 
einstige Todfeind Saddam Hussein nach 
dem Ende des zweiten Golfkrieges die ira- 
kischen Schiiten in die Siimpfe am Schatt 
el-Arab trieb? 

Auch die jetzige Auseinandersetzung 
zwischen Afghanistan und Iran laBt sich in 
das iibliche ideologische Raster nicht ein- 
ordnen. Die Taliban, die sich noch am ehe- 
slen von ciner Weltanschauung leiten las- 
sen und sich alle Miihe geben, das Schrek- 
kensklischee des muslimischen Fundamen- 
talisten noch zu ubertrefTen, werden von 
den westlichen Verbiindeten Pakistan und 
Saudi-Arabien unterstiitzt, und sogar die 
Vereinigten Staaten habcn die Formierung 
der Koranschiiler mit mehr als nur Wohl- 
wollen begleitet. Hingegen findet sich der 
sogenannte Gottesstaat Iran in einer AUi- 
anz mit dem noch immer als atheistisch gel- 
tenden RuBland, den betont antiislamisti- 
schen Staaten Zentralasiens sowie Indien, 
dessen Atombomben im Gegensatz zu de- 
nen Pakistans nicht im Ruf stehen, isla- 
niisch zu sein. 

Will man die Logik dieser Blockbildung 
verstehen, hilft weder der Koran noch 
Huntingtons Bibel weiter. Ein Blick auf die 
Landkarte ist niitzlicher: Es gibt nur zwei 
Wege, auf denen die 6l- und Gasvorkom- 
men aus Zentralasien ans Arabische Meer 
geschafft werden konnen. Entweder verlau- 
fen die Pipelines durch Afghanistan und 
Pakistan, oder sie verlaufen durch russi- 
sches EinfluBgebiet und Iran. Weil^ man, 
welcher Staat welche Mo^ichkeit favori- 
siert, weiB man auch, auf welcher Seite der 
Front er steht. 

Obwohl die Iraner den Taliban mittler- 
weile weitere Massaker an der Bevolkerung 
der schiitischen Stadt Bamijan vorgeworfen 
haben, sieht es immer noch so aus, als kon- 
ne die groBe militarische Auseinanderset- 
zung vermieden werden. Die Bevolkerung 
ist zehn Jahre nach dem Waffenstillstand 
mit dem Irak noch inuner kriegsmiide, und 
auch die meisten Zeitungskommentatoren 
suchen nach Wegen, wie der Staat das Ge- 
sicht wahren moge, ohne militarisch einzu- 
greifen. Die Vereinten Nationen konnten 
den Iranem diese Briicke womdglich bau- 
en, nur setzte das voraus, daB auch sie sich 
im Sicherheitsrat zu MaBnahmen gegeni die 
Taliban durchringen. Die jungsten AuBe- 
rungen aus Washington, die erstmals Ver- 
standnis fur die Wut Tehcrans ausdriicken, 
mogen in diese Richtung weisen. 

Bislang haben die Vereinigten Staaten im 
Umgang mit den Taliban vorgefuhrt, zu 
welchen Extremen die Realpolitik sich trei- 
ben laBt. DaB die sprichwortlich geworde- 



. nen „doppeIten Standards" allerdings nicht 
immer der klugste MaBstab sind, um die 
politischen Realitaten zu beurteilen, hatten 
die Vereinigten Staaten aus den Bombenan- 
schlagen von Nairobi und Daressalam, die 
vom Taliban-Gebiet aus geplant wurden, 
lemen konnen. Doch den Geistem, die man 
rief, Einhalt zu gebieten war spatestens ver- 
gessen, als die Geister signalisierten, nun 
endlich das Prinzip des Mannschaftssports 
begriffen zu haben: Foulen darf man nur 
die Gegner. 

Nicht mehr das Menetekel einer geschei- 
terten AuBenpolitik, sondem nur noch ein 
Betriebsunfall ist Osama bin Laden seit- 
dem. Das einzige, was aus Washington zu 
horen war, nachdem die Taliban ofTenbar 
Tausende Schiiten in Mazar-i-Scharif er- 
mordet und Dutzende Iraner als Geiset ge- 
nommen hatten, war die Wamung an Te- 
heran, nicht einzugreifen. Wagt es nicht, 
unsere Politik zu kopieren, lieBe sich das 
auch ubersetzen. Die Iraner wiederum, die 
in den vergangenen Jahren noch jede Chan- 
ce genutzt haben, als Bosewichte dazuste- 
hen, Icgtcn plotzlich Bcsonnenheit an den 
Tag. Verkehrte Welt: Wahrend Washing- 
ton es vor seinen jiingsten Bombardements 
nicht fiir notig befand, die Vereinten Natio- 
nen anzurufen und es ofTenbar auch jetzt 
fur uberflussig halt, Bew^ise fur seine An- 
schuldigungen gegen Sudan vorzulegen, 
hielt sidi Teheran, obwohl seine Vorwiirfe 
von Amnesty International bekraftigt wur- 
den, bislang so ostentativ an das Volker- 
recht, als ware es dessen Vafer. Selbst die 
Meldung, daB Israel im We^ten Afghani- 
stans Horchposten eingerichtet habe, um 
Iran auszuspionieren, loste nur gedampfte 
diplomatische Proteste Teherans aus. 
. Natiirlich unterliegt auch die neue MaB- 
haltepolitik Irans realpolitischem Interesse: 
Quer durch fast alle Fraktionen hat die 
Fuhrung erkannt, daB die Kunst des Isola- 
tionismus, des Revolutionsexports und der 
Dritte-Welt-Romantik brotlos ist. Die Un- 
terschiede zwischen den Fraktionen beste- 
hen allein darin, ob sie sich zu dieser Er- 
kenntnis bekennen und ob sie Neigung zei- 
gen, nun . den Musterknaben zu geben. 
Aber nieniand mehr in Iran mag eingeste- 
hen, daB ihm das in Harvard entworfene 
Szenario des „clash of civilizations" sympa- 
thischer sei als Chatamis Werben fiir einen 
Dialog der Zivilisationen. Verkehrt ah die- 
ser Welt ist auch dies: DaB der President 
Irans bei seiner fur diesen Monat geplanten 
Reise nach New York zu den Vereinten 
Nationen nicht seinen amerikanischen 
Amtskollegen treffen wird, liegt nicht an 
seinem, sondem an dessen schlechtem Leu- 
mund. Wenn schon der demokratische 
Gouvemeur von Virginia Bill Clinton nicht 



mehr die Hand geben will, dann kann Cha- 
tami sich - obwohl er an eine Begegnung 
gedacht haben mag, als er die Reise vor 
Monaten ankiindigte - einen gemeinsamen 
Auftritt erst recht nicht leisten. 

GewiB: Wolltc man iiber die AuBenpoli- 
tik von Russen, Iranern, Pakistanis oder 
Indem sprechen, fiele die Beurteilung kaum 
freundlicher aus. Der Unterschied aber ist, 
daB die Amerikaner die einzigen unter ih- 
nen sind, die in der Welt noch einen Ruf zu 
vcrlier^n haben. Ihre Massenkultur ist fiir 
die Menschen des Nahen und Mittleren 
Ostens von geradezu ratselhafter Bann- 
kraft, Aber sie praktizieren in dieser Regi- 
on eine. Politik, die nicht nur aus dieser 
Bannkraft keinen Nutzen schlagt, sondem 
dabei ist, noch den letzten Kredit zu ver- 
spielen: Das liegt an der Duldsamkeit ge- 
geniiber Netanjahus Israel, die keinem Au- 
Benstehenden mehr zu vermittein ist; es 
liegt am Paktieren mit Regimen, die nicht 
nur die Menschenrechte mindestens so 
grob verletzcn wie die „Schurkcnstaaten", 
sondem auch ideologisch und fiiianziell 
maBgcblich fiir den Vormarsch des Funda- 
mentalismus in der gesamtcn islamischen 
Welt verantwortlich sind; es liegt an der 
Selbstverstandlichkeit, mit der intcrnalio- 
nale Konventionen miBachtet werden, 
wahrend man bei Rechtsbriichen anderer 
Richter und Racher in einem spielt; und 
schlieBlich liegt es auch daran, daB die Ver- 
einigten Staaten den Verdacht nicht zer- 
streuen, daB der Zeitpunkt amerikanischer 
Luftangriffe von den sexuellen Verwicklun- 
gen des Prasidenten diktiert wird. 

In Iran, dessen Jugend amerikafreundli- 
cher ist als alle vorherigen Generationen, in 
dessen erwachsener Bevolkerung sich je- 
doch die aus der Schahzeit herruhrende 
Skepsis gegeniiber den Motiven amerikani- 
scher AuBenpolitik bewahrt hat, denken 
vicle so: 28 Monate nachdem wir mit Mo- 
hammad Mossadegh im April 1951 zum er- 
sten Mai einen Ministerprasidenten frei ge- 
wahlt haben, sturzten ihn die Amerikaner 
durch einen Putsch. Siebzehn Monate 
nachdem wir zum zweiten Mai einen Regie- 
rungschef in freier Wahl bestimmt haben, 
haben die Amerikaner den Irak angestiftet, 
Iran anzugreifen, was die Entmachtung 
und Flucht Bani-Sadrs unmittelbar zur 
Folge hatte. Dreizehn Monate nach dem 
Amtsantritt Chatamis provozieren uns die 
von Amerika unterstiitzten Taliban zu ei- 
nem Krieg. Was immer daran auch falsch 
ist - die versohnlichen Krafte in Teheran 
und anderen Hauptstadten des Nahen und 
Mittleren Ostens hatten es leichter, wenn 
Washington aufhorte, die Verschworungs- 
theorien ihrer Gegner zu nahren. 
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